
Hosea-Week 2 

Let’s pray: 

Father, I pray for us tonight as we continue to wade into 
the depths of the truth and knowledge found in the book 
of Hosea.  I pray for transparency, I pray for openness for 
us, I pray you would free us up to be honest with ourselves 
about the state and condition of our hearts.  Bring healing 
to us Father.  We pray these things in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Thanks for coming tonight.  We’re really glad you’re here.   

Before we dive into this week’s look at Chapters 2 and 3, 
let’s talk a little bit about last weeks message. 

We painted a picture last week of a people, Israel, that 
followed after God, but eventually started to chase after 
other God’s.   

We looked at the role of the Prophets in the Old Testament, 
and how their sole job was to call people back from 
chasing after idols, and back to whole hearted worship and 
following of God.  

We talked about how God often called his prophets to 
really extreme lives, that were meant to be living symbols 
of God’s relationship with his people Israel.   

And then we got to Hosea.  God calling his prophet to 
marry Gomer, and have children, and to name those 
children, these really extreme names, as announcements 
really of Judgement.  Hopefully you remember the names?!  

What was the 1st name? That’s right, Jezreel, and that 
name was referring to a historical event, a massacre, 
and God saying to the current king in power, your time 



is done.  An interesting note here, that name Jezreel 
means ‘’to scatter’’, and it’s God announcing to his 
people that the time of discipline and judgement is 
upon them because of their waywardness, and he will 
scatter them. 

What was the second name of his 1st daughter?  No Mercy, 
that’s right.  Literally God saying what, “I will not have 
compassion on you”. 

And what did Hosea name his last son?  Not my people.  
Right.  And we spoke about how this language mirrors that 
of the Covenant that God makes with his people at Mt. 
Sinai, where he says, “I will be your God, and you will be my 
poeple.”   

And this last name, we talked that it was like God handing 
the divorce papers over to the nation of Israel. 

The big picture of last weeks message, is we see a God 
who is heart-broken over watching his people continually 
going after idols and things that are breaking them more 
and more and more.  And He is calling them back to 
himself for forgiveness. 

A really important thread from last week that we talked 
about, and that really is woven all throughout the book of 
Hosea is God’s people were checking all the right boxes.  
They were celebrating the religious festivals.  The temple 
had money.  People were giving.  They were going to 
temple.  And yet at the same time as all these things, they 
were bowing down to Idols, they were burning incense to 
Baal, they were mixing the worship of other God’s with the 
worship of Yahweh.  And if you were to look on the outside 
of all their doing, doing, doing, you would think things are 
pretty darn good, but If you were to cut them open, and 
look on the inside, you would not see God there. 



 And there is connective tissue there for us and the nation 
of Israel.  And we made the connection that just like Israel 
struggled with Idol worship, and putting things at the 
center of their hearts when God should really be at the 
center, that we struggle with this too. 

As God’s people today we often chase after things, center 
our lives on things other than Christ, or mix the worship of 
our idols with the worship of God, and there is this God 
who is crazy in love with us and who is saying, “YOU’R 
RUINING YOUR LIVES, COME BACK TO ME! 

Something we all did in response to last weeks message 
was to go through the W-Ray Questions by David Powlison 
to discern if we had any functional god’s in our lives. 

Let me ask you, how’d those questions go?  Anyone find 
anything surprising in their hearts with all this digging 
around? 

Yea, me too.   

Remember as we look at Israel and ourselves, that the 
major problem that God is pointing out, is pursuing, and 
placing a centrality a supremacy on things, even good 
things, when really God need to be at the center for us. 

So let’s pick the story of Hosea back up in Chapters 2 and 
3.  Remember God called Hosea to marry Gomer, they have 
this kids, they name their kids some really crazy names, 
and at some point in all of this Gomer leaves Hosea.   

As we go through these two chapters tonight, we’re going 
to see three movements in the text.  Movement 1: Israel’s 
Infidelity, Movement 2: The love of God for Israel, and 
Movement 3: The Reconciliation of Hosea and Gomer. 



Let’s look at Movement1: God calling out Israel’s Infidelity.  
Understand that what we are about to read is really 
extreme, but God is using these word pictures to describe 
what the people are doing spiritually.  Verse 2: 

2  “Plead with your mother, plead—  
for she is not my wife,  
and I am not her husband—  
  that she put away her whoring from her 
face,  
and her adultery from between her breasts;  
 3  lest I strip her naked  
and make her as in the day she was born,  
  and make her like a wilderness,  
and make her like a parched land,  
and kill her with thirst.  
 4  Upon her children also I will have no 
mercy,  
because they are children of whoredom.  
 5  For their mother has played the whore;  
she who conceived them has acted 
shamefully.  
  For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers,  
who give me my bread and my water,  
my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.’  
 6  Therefore I will hedge up her way with 
thorns,  
and I will build a wall against her,  
so that she cannot find her paths.  
 7  She shall pursue her lovers  
but not overtake them,  
  and she shall seek them  
but shall not find them.  
  Then she shall say,  
‘I will go and return to my first husband,  
for it was better for me then than now.’  
 8  And she did not know  



that it was I who gave her  
the grain, the wine, and the oil,  
  and who lavished on her silver and gold,  
which they used for Baal.  
 9  Therefore I will take back  
my grain in its time,  
and my wine in its season,  
  and I will take away my wool and my 
flax,  
which were to cover her nakedness.  
 10  Now I will uncover her lewdness  
in the sight of her lovers,  
and no one shall rescue her out of my hand.  
 11  And I will put an end to all her mirth,  
her feasts, her new moons, her Sabbaths,  
and all her appointed feasts.  
 12  And I will lay waste her vines and her fig 
trees,  
of which she said,  
  ‘These are my wages,  
which my lovers have given me.’  
  I will make them a forest,  
and the beasts of the field shall devour them.  
 13  And I will punish her for the feast days of 
the Baals  
when she burned offerings to them  
  and adorned herself with her ring and 
jewelry,  
and went after her lovers  
and forgot me, declares the Lord. 

Alright, so there is a lot there. God is listing his grievances 
with Israel’s behavior, and he’s using language that is 
descriptive of a promiscuous woman.  There are some 
things here to catch though.  

 In verse 2 and 3, God says something really striking, he 
says: 



2  “Plead with your mother, plead— 
for she is not my wife,  
and I am not her husband—  
  that she put away her whoring from her 
face,  
and her adultery from between her breasts;  
 3  lest I strip her naked  
and make her as in the day she was born,  
  and make her like a wilderness,  
and make her like a parched land,  
and kill her with thirst. 

At first you read this and it sounds mean, and doesn’t make 
sense to us, why is God saying he will strip her naked.  But 
understand here, that God is describing divorce 
proceedings.  He’s saying to Israel, “If you don’t come back 
to me, I will divorce you.” 

During the time of Hosea, if a Husband was divorcing his 
wife, the wife would have to leave everything in the house 
of the Husband, because according to the law, it belonged 
to him.  Even the wife’s clothes.  The wife in that time was 
even seen as a possession of the Husband, and so by 
divorcing her meant separating from his wife in everything, 
even her clothes.  Nothing was left but the nakedness of 
the wife.   

And that’s what God is saying here to Israel.  “Keep this up, 
and I will strip you naked.  Keep this up and I will divorce 
you.  Keep chasing after things, gods, idols, and I will 
separate you from myself.” 

But it’s the end of verse 13, that we get a specific picture of 
what Israel has been chasing after and what they’ve been 
doing, look at it in verse 13: 



 13  And I will punish her for the feast days of the 
Baals  
when she burned offerings to them  
  and adorned herself with her ring and jewelry,  
and went after her lovers  
and forgot me, declares the Lord. 

We see here that Israel has been worshiping the Canaanite 
God Baal, but more inviting than the worship of Baal is 
what God says at the end of verse 13.  Not only are they 
worshiping Baal, and burning offerings to Baal, God says 
that Israel. “Forgot me”. 

The Baal worship is just a symptom of the greater problem 
here.  The core issue here is that Israel has forgotten God.   

Israel has forgotten Yahweh.  Israel has forgotten who 
rescued them out of slavery in Egypt.  Israel has forgotten 
who delivered the promise land into their hands.  Israel has 
forgotten who has come after them time, and time again.  
Israel has forgotten the God that loves them.  It’s this 
context that leads us into the 2nd Movement: God’s Love 
for Israel. 

Let’s read it from verses 14-23:  

The Lord’s Mercy on Israel 
 14  “Therefore, behold, I will allure her,  
and bring her into the wilderness,  
and speak tenderly to her.  
 15  And there I will give her her vineyards  
and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.  
  And there she shall answer as in the days of 
her youth,  
as at the time when she came out of the land of 
Egypt.  



16 “And in that day, declares the Lord, you will call me 
‘My Husband,’ and no longer will you call me ‘My Baal.’ 
17 For I will remove the names of the Baals from her 
mouth, and they shall be remembered by name no 
more. 18 And I will make for them a covenant on that 
day with the beasts of the field, the birds of the 
heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And I 
will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land, 
and I will make you lie down in safety. 19  And I will 
betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in 
righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in 
mercy. 20  I will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And 
you shall know the Lord.  

 21  “And in that day I will answer, declares the 
Lord,  
I will answer the heavens,  
and they shall answer the earth,  
 22  and the earth shall answer the grain, the 
wine, and the oil,  
and they shall answer Jezreel,  
 23  and I will sow her for myself in the land.  
  And I will have mercy on No Mercy,  
and I will say to Not My People, ‘You are my people’;  
and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’ ” 

This second movement in Hosea 2, to me is one of the 
most beautiful places in scripture where we see the 
Covenantal love of God just saturated throughout it.   

Keep in mind, God has just told us that Israel has forgotten 
him, and it’s on the heals of that that God says, “Israel may 
have forgotten me, but I have not forgotten her.” 

In verse 14, we see God talking of drawing Israel back to 
himself.  When God mentions ‘the wilderness’, he’s 
referencing the time in the Egyptian wilderness when Israel 
actually followed after God; they were his people, and he 



was their God.  You could describe this time as their 
honeymoon period with the Lord. 

And then God makes 5 promises here to Israel starting in 
verse 16, and these are really big promises, and they reveal 
to us today things about the nature and heart of God: 

1. The 1st promise found in Verses 16-17“And in that day, 
declares the Lord, you will call me ‘My Husband,’ and no 
longer will you call me ‘My Baal.’ 17 For I will remove the 
names of the Baals from her mouth, and they shall be 
remembered by name no more.” Promise #1: He will 
remove the names of Baal from Israels vocabulary.   
Meaning, when they turn back to him, their loyalty will be 
to God and to God alone. 

Connection to us: I want to make a connection here with 
us.  Through this week as you’ve been praying, searching 
the scriptures, and looking at your heart; maybe you’ve 
come to the conclusion that you’ve got some issues.  
You’ve been chasing after things, and elevation things in 
your life and heart and replacing God. 

Here’s where I want to encourage you, God can remove 
that stuff.  There is this great hope, that if you repent and 
turn to God, he can remove that stuff from your heart and 
your life as far as the east is from the west.  Repent, turn to 
the Lord and he can bring healing. 

2. The next promise in verse 18: “18 And I will make for them 
a covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the 
birds of the heavens, and the creeping things of the 
ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war 
from the land, and I will make you lie down in safety.” 
Promise #2: Creation will be returned to it’s pre-fall 
harmony. 



Connection to us:  There is so much hope wrapped up in 
this promise, because this promise here is the same 
promise found in revelation 21:4 ‘He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away.” 

I want to imagine your struggles, and all the pain, and 
frustration, and sin and suffering that in our lives, and God 
promises us that one day it will be no more.  No more lies, 
no more sin, no more war, no more suffering, no more 
cancer, God is bringing everything back to the way it was 
supposed to be in the Garden, perfect and without sin.  
That is the whole redemptive arch in scripture, that God is 
bringing everything full circle back to the way it was in the 
garden. And I know that is a far off hope, but that is an 
incredible hope! 

3. The next promise is found in verse 19-20: “19 And I will 
betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in 
righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in 
mercy. 20 I will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you 
shall know the Lord.”  Promise #3: God will ‘forever 
marry” Israel, and they will know God and his character 
intimately. 

Connection to us:  The beautiful truth here is that God 
promises and does this to us through Jesus, and what he’s 
accomplished in his death, burial, and resurrection.  
Through the sacrifice of Jesus, we become his, and know 
the Godhead in a an intimate way. 

4. The next promise is found in verse 21-23: “ 21“And in that 
day I will answer, declares the Lord, “I will answer the 
heavens, and they shall answer the earth,  22and the 
earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, and 
they shall answer Jezreel,  23 and I will sow her for 



myself in the land.”  Promise #4: God will restore Israel’s 
lands agriculturally, and he will call her a new name, 
Jezreel.  Now remember here in the beginning of Hosea, 
Jezreel as a name meant impending judgement, that 
God was going to scatter Israel.  This is really cool here, 
so before God uses the name Jezreel as a declaration of 
Judgement, and telling Israel he is going to scatter them.  
But then God uses the name here, and flips it on its head, 
and uses it in a positive sense.  The word Jezreel means 
‘to scatter’ or ‘to sow’.  And in God talking about 
restoring the nation agriculturally, he’s using the name 
Jezreel in a positive sense, saying he will scatter them, he 
will sow them, he will plant them and they will grow.  It’s 
an amazing reversal of God’s language previously in 
chapter 1. 

5.  The last promise is final promise is found in verse 23: 
“And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not 
My People, ‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are 
my God.’ ” Promise #5: God is saying he will reverse the 
symbolic meanings of the names of Hosea and Gomer’s 
children to symbolize God’s new marriage relationship to 
God.  

In all these promises of God to his People, we can see this 
heart of God that is so rich, tender, faithful, gentle, and 
steadfast.  Each one of these promises reveal to us today, 
His church, His people, glimpses in His heart and his 
character of a God who loves his people, and will do 
anything for them. 

And then we hit Chapter 3. And we’re thrust back into the 
marriage between Hosea and Gomer: 

3 And the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman 
who is loved by another man and is an adulteress, even 



as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they 
turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” 2  So I 
bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and 
a lethech of barley. 3 And I said to her, “You must dwell 
as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, or 
belong to another man; so will I also be to you.” 

So Gomer has left Hosea.  She’s left her family, and is living 
a life of whoredom.  She is presumably a slave now, and 
God, call’s Hosea, to be a living example of His relationship 
to Israel, and to go and buy back his wife.   

I want to say something that may be shocking, but it needs 
to be said. 

When we read this passage about Gomer, and Gomer 
going off, and whoring herself, and we see Israel chasing 
after foreign God’s, and forgetting about Yahweh, it is so 
easy here to separate ourselves from Israel/Gomer. 

It is so easy to look at them and what they are doing and 
to think that we are different from them.  But we’re not any 
different.  You and I are exactly the same.  We are Gomer.  I 
am Gomer.  You are Gomer. 

Instead of trusting in God, we allow 
sex, control, comfort, busyness, people, food, pleasure, self-
justification, etc, to rule over our hearts, minds, and 
emotions. (you fill in the blank here in this infinite list) 

And this week I had to remind myself over and over again 
that I am Gomer, and I came across this, that really helped 
me see it, it says: 

“The people of Israel are not idolaters simply because 
they are bored with worshiping God. Rather, they 
pursue other gods for the same reason that you and I 
pursue other gods. They believe that those gods will 



give them what they want. Underneath idolatry is the 
problem of broken desire.” — Mark Vroegop 

When you and I stop trying to differentiate ourselves from 
Israel and Gomer and their issues of chasing after things, 
and we start to see that we are the same, that we chase 
after things that will give us what we think we want, it’s in 
that place that God is calling us back to himself.  It’s in that 
place that God says to us, “Come Back to me.”   

For me this week, it has been a sobering reminder that 
God’s not done with me yet.  As I worked through some 
the X-ray Questions, it’s exposed to me things that I’ve 
placed my hope in, things that i’ve desired, hopes that I’ve 
placed in things other than Jesus. 

Where are you at in your journey?  What is God exposing 
that resides within your heart? What broken and fleeting 
desires is God uncovering?  Where have you placed your 
hope?  

John Calvin, the famous reformer and theologian wrote: 

The heart is a perpetual factory of idols. 

That word picture gets me.  Like our hearts are this 
conveyor belt, just pumping out idols, pumping out things 
we put our hope and trust in.  Things we desire above God.   

Idols like Sex, Idols like money, idols like control, idols no 
one wants to admit are idols like comfort, busyness, and 
food.  Idols like social status.  Idols like technology.  Idols 
like materialism.  Idols like consumerism.   

Do you hear the conveyor belt going?  It could just keep 
going. 



Only you and I, in that quiet, still, and vulnerable place with 
the Lord can identify the things that are parading around 
our hearts. 

Another thing i read this week that put this whole idol 
business into perspective was something C.S. Lewis wrote 
in The Weight of Glory. He says this: 

We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with 
drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered 
us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making 
mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what 
is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are 
far too easily pleased. 

And if you’re here tonight, and that conveyor belt of idols is 
going in your heart, and you’re brave enough to admit that 
to yourself, it may seem hopeless to you, but let me tell 
you, it is not hopeless.   

(should i make this plural?) 
There is this God, who love you, who cherishes you, whose 
heart breaks when you go after things that aren’t Him.  
There is this God who even in all the messiness of your life, 
and all your failure, he comes and he buys you back over 
and over again.  And he wants to restores you, and say to 
you, “I am your God, and you are my people.” 

But he’s calling his people, he’s calling us to repentance.   

He’s not just calling us to feel bad over our sin.   

He’s not calling us to be upset we got caught. 

He’s calling us to repent.   



Repentance.  Repentance is a turning away from sin, 
turning away from the idols parading in our hearts, and 
turning back to God.   

Whether you’re here tonight and you know God or not, we 
all have sin issues, we all have idol issues, and the answer is 
the same for all of us, the answer is repent, and turn to 
Jesus. 

God knows what you and I whore ourselves to.  God knows 
the secret places in our hearts where we elevate sex, 
money, power, and stuff. 

And even when we do that, God pursues us.   God buys us 
back.  God whispers to us, “come back to me”. 

As we end, there’s really only one application point for us 
that matters, and thats Repent of the idols infested in your 
heart, and turn back to God through Jesus.  It’s what He 
wants.  It’s what He’s waiting for.  He’s been there the 
whole time. 

Let’s pray. 

How can I emphasize outreach to people in this 
message? 




