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Our Core Values II: We Are Prayer Centered 

Sermon: 

Good morning/afternoon! 

Today… we’re continuing on in our series Our Core Values.  

This is an important series. A church, in order to grow, needs to 

understand and embrace its identity.   

Our core values are our identity! They are who we are. They are how 

God made us. They are the heart of the culture of this church body.        

Our core values are the guardrails that focus us… and keep us focused 

on our mission! 

As disciples of Jesus Christ… as followers of Jesus Christ… our mission is 

clear…. Jesus has commissioned us… as His disciples to: 19 
Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

So when I speak of our core values here at Baxter Road Bible Church… 

please know they’re not something we just came up with! They’re not 

something the pastors and elders recently “discovered” at the end of 

some gitchy seminar.  

Our core values… were planted in this church by God… and carefully 

cultivated by His Holy Spirit… and the people He’s brought to this body! 

Men like Vincent Porte, who was the first pastor of this church back in 

1972… and Bob Mather, who led Baxter for 17 years before retiring last 

year.  
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People like Mike and Joan Miller… and Florence Dahl… and Gene and 

Shirley Moe… who have been here from almost the beginning! 

When I spoke last week about how the pastors and elders have 

wrestled and prayed through a process to identify our core values, I 

wasn’t trying to insinuate that we didn’t have core values prior to that. 

Or that we were somehow inventing the core values we’re talking 

about in this series. We didn’t!  

But we recognize the core values we’re built upon. And we recognize 

the need to intentionally and regularly articulate our core values. 

Because, the truth is… core values have no value if they’re just words 

spoken from a pulpit on Sunday… or… if they are just a motto printed 

somewhere on some website! 

For us to be effective disciples of Jesus Christ… our core values must be 

indelibly imprinted on our hearts and on our minds! They must inspire, 

energize and focus us on the mission at hand. The mission this 

particular local body of believers has been tasked with by God!  

And that’s why I am so excited to bring this series about our core values 

to you! 

Last Sunday… we started the series with a message about our first core 

value. Anyone remember what that was? 

Bible believing! We, here at Baxter Road Bible Church absolutely 

believe the Bible is God’s Word! It’s the book God wrote… which He has 

preserved and protected over the ages. God’s Word… spoken to us… 

spoken for us! Indispensible in training us to become the disciples God 

has called us to be! And because all of that is true… we believe with all 

our hearts…The Bible is the foundation for all that we do in this church! 



3 
 

And we always will! 

So that brings us to core value number two. And as I share that with 

you… let’s unveil our second piece of art depicting our second core 

value: 

Which is… we are… Prayer Centered! 

We are prayer centered! Pursuing an ongoing conversation with God is 

key to our relationship with Him! 

Paul says, Pray continually in 1 Thessalonians 5:17.  

Pray continually… pray without ceasing… never stop praying! At Baxter 

Road Bible Church… that’s not just good advice… it’s our expectation 

for how we are supposed to live as individuals… and operate as a local 

body of believers!  

Some of you may be thinking, “Uh, that’s really a nice thing to say, but 

I’m not much into praying” or, “I just never seem to have the time to 

pray”. Perhaps you’re thinking, “Maybe that’s the way some folks here 

at this church live… but I’m really not all that good at praying, I never 

really know what to say.”  

If any or all of those things are true about you and your prayer life… let 

me encourage you… you can change! 

Let me encourage you… you need to change! 

This message is not just a recap of what prayer is… this message is an 

urgent call to prayer for all of God’s people… especially those who call 

this church their “home”! 
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Prayer is conversation with God! Prayer is communicating with God… 

talking to God and listening to God… all for the sake of growing our 

relationship with God. Prayer is essential if we’re to grow closer and 

more intimately connected to God! 

And yet… for a lot of us, prayer is the spiritual discipline we most 

neglect… and that’s simply mind boggling!  

God has done so much for us… and has gone to such great lengths to 

woo us… to make it possible for us… a sinful people… to have a genuine 

relationship with Him!  

Is our response to that love… merely going to be to regurgitate some 

limerick that we learned as a child? “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray 

the Lord my soul to keep…” “God is great, God is good. Let us thank Him 

for our food. Amen.” 

People! If that’s the extent of your prayer life… you’ve got to change!     

If that’s the extent of our prayer lives… we need an upgrade! A serious, 

urgent upgrade! 

 We… individually… and corporately as a church… need to not only 

know how to pray… we need to be effective at prayer!  

We need to be prayer warriors! Especially at this time… in this place! 

We need prayer! Our community needs our prayers! Our nation needs 

our prayers! The lost and dying people in this world need our fervent 

prayers! 

But we’re only going to develop effective prayer lives if we’re willing to 

commit ourselves to prayer! If we commit to practicing prayer in our 

lives! 
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Ted Williams… one of baseball’s all-time greatest hitters… was known 
as a "natural hitter." Once, when Williams was asked about this natural 
ability he said, "There is no such thing as a natural born hitter. I became 
a good hitter because I paid the price of constant practice, constant 
practice."  

We can’t keep sitting around… waiting until calamity strikes… to try to 

learn to develop our prayer life! To be a disciple of Jesus… we need to 

be praying continually, to be praying without ceasing, to never stop 

praying! We need to understand that God has given us prayer as our 

steering wheel… not our spare tire! 

Did you know that some form of the word pray… pray, prayer, praying… 

appears in The Bible more than 500 times? More than 500 times in the 

66 books of the Bible… the book we claim to believe is God’s Word… 

God talks about prayer!  

That’s how important prayer is to God! That’s how important prayer is 

to our relationship with God! 

God himself… through His Word… instructs us to pray:  

Jeremiah 33:3 says “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great 

and unsearchable things you do not know.” 

James 1:5 tells us “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 

gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” 

And in Philippians 4:6 we’re encouraged, do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God. 
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We follow Jesus… right? So it makes sense that we should follow Jesus’ 

example in prayer! How did Jesus model prayer to us? 

Jesus prayed a lot! Did you know that? The guy was always praying! 

Mark 1:35 says “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus 

got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” 

Luke 6:12 tells us “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside 

to pray, and spent the night praying to God.” 

And Luke 5:16 says “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and 

prayed.” 

Jesus spent a lot of time praying… because prayer… talking with His 

Father… was important to Him! You could say it was one of Jesus’ core 

values! And Jesus spent a lot of time praying in a way that we would 

know that’s what He was doing… because prayer is so very important 

to God! 

So… if we’re going to commit ourselves… individually… and corporately 

to prayer… effective prayer… what does that look like? What do we 

need to bring to the table? 

Remember… prayer is a way to communicate with God… a way to get 

closer to God… so naturally to approach God… there are some things 

we need to be aware of… things we need to do! 

But the list isn’t impossible! 

It starts with humility. To be effective in our prayer lives, we need 

humble hearts! 
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2 Chronicles 7:14 says “…if my people, who are called by my name, 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 

heal their land.”  

If we desire God to hear our prayers… if we desire forgiveness and 

healing… we need to come to God with humility… with humble hearts!  

Pastor Grant spoke on humility a couple of weeks ago. His message is 

on our website… and it’s worth another listen.  Grant described 

humility as the knowledge of who you truly are… and a total surrender 

to the will of God. Good stuff! And absolutely necessary if we’re going 

to live and walk in an effective prayer life! 

Here’s another thing: for God to hear our prayers… we need faith! 

Where do we get faith? Duh! We get faith from reading and believing 

The Bible! You know… that “other” core value we talked about! 

Romans 10:17 tells us, So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ.  

Hebrews 11:6 lets us know, without faith it is impossible to please him, 

for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that 

he rewards those who seek him. 

In Mark 11:24, Jesus says “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in 

prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 

People… it takes faith to move God! It takes faith for us to pray 

effectively! 

For God to hear our prayers… we need righteousness! 

How do we get righteousness?  
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The Bible tells us we can get our righteousness from only one place… 

and through only one person… the person of Jesus Christ! 

2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us, For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

It’s in that imputed righteousness that we’re called to live! Paul says 

just that in Romans 1:16-17 when he says, 16 
For I am not ashamed of 

the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
17 

For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 

“The righteous shall live by faith.”  

And clothed in the righteousness of Christ… we are called to an 

effective prayer life!  

James 5:16 tells us, 16 
Therefore confess your sins to each other and 

pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 

man is powerful and effective.  

For an effective prayer life, we need a humble heart… we need faith… 

we need righteousness… and… we need to be obedient! 

1 John 3:21-23 says, 21 
Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we 

have confidence before God; 
22 

and whatever we ask we receive from 

him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 
23 

And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 

So… as we approach God with a humble heart, with faith, clothed in 

the righteousness of Jesus Christ… and obedient to the commandments 

of Jesus Christ, the question becomes… how then should we pray? 
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Again… let’s check in with God’s Word! How does The Bible… you 

know… that first core value of ours… How does it instruct us to pray?  

Scripture encourages us to pray with confidence! 

Hebrews 4:15&16 15 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 

tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 

Let us then with confidence draw 

near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need.  

Jesus came to save us! It’s because of Jesus that it’s even possible for us 

to have a relationship with God! When we have a need… we should go 

to Christ confident He will hear us! And confident He is willing and able 

to provide for us! 

Scripture also encourages us to pray honestly!  

Acts 24:16 says, So I always take pains to have a clear conscience 

toward both God and man.  

Proverbs 11:3, The integrity of the upright guides them 

To be effective in prayer… we need to be honest in prayer. Honest with 

God… and honest with ourselves!  We need to be honest about what it 

is we’re bringing before God! We need to constantly check our 

motives… constantly listen to what God is saying to us about our 

motives… about the condition of our heart!  

An effective prayer life requires we pray confidently and honestly… and 

this: an effective prayer life requires we pray with emotion!  

And when I say pray with emotion… I don’t mean praying so God will 

know how you feel.  Seriously, He already knows how you feel!           
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Pray with the emotions you’re feeling as a way to help you stay honest 

with God!  

When you’re angry… tell God about it! When you’re frustrated… tell 

God about it! When you’re scared… tell God about it! 

Look at How David talked to God in the Psalms! He was able to openly 

and freely express the emotions he felt. When he was hurting, he 

screamed about it! When he was joyful he encouraged everyone to 

sing along with him! 

In Psalm 55:4 & 5 David says, My heart is in anguish within me; the 

terrors of death have fallen upon me. Fear and trembling come upon me, 

and horror overwhelms me. 

David prayed with emotion!  

And what does God say about such prayers? Again… let’s turn to the 

Psalms! 

When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out 

of all their troubles. The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves 

the crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:17-18) 

Here’s maybe the most important thing when it comes to how we are 

to pray… what an effective prayer life requires: when we pray… we 

absolutely must learn to pray for God’s will!  

I believe praying for God’s will… is the whole point of praying! 

As we pray… as we pour our hearts out to God… and draw closer to 

Him… God molds and shapes our hearts until we want what He wants!  

That’s how Jesus prayed!  
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On the night he was betrayed… while he was in the Garden of 

Gethsemane… Matthew 26:39 says this is how Jesus prayed: And going 

a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you 

will.” 

And in the most famous prayer in The Bible, The Lord’s Prayer, 

Remember how Jesus told the disciples to pray? 

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven…” 

(Matthew 6:9-10) 

Bottom line… getting to the point where we’re praying God’s will… is 

the single most important aspect in an effective prayer life! 

So… what can we expect if we commit to pursuing an effective prayer 

life… to being a true prayer centered church?  

Loved ones… we can expect a lot! 

We can expect God will hear our prayers! 

Psalm 4:3 – “Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself; 

The LORD will hear when I call to him.” 

We can expect God will answer our prayers!  

John 16:23, 24 – “I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever 

you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my 

name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” 

We can expect God will restore us… and give us His Peace! 
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Psalm 23:1-3 – The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes 

me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he 

restores my soul.” 

Jesus tells us in John 14:27 – “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid.” 

And here’s the exciting news! Here’s what we can expect as a truly 

prayer centered church!  

We can expect we will be a worshiping church! 

A praying church is a worshiping Church! A church that does not pray… 

does not worship! And a church that does not worship… does not pray! 

Prayer and worship are like identical twins… almost completely 

indistinguishable one from the other! And one is rarely seen without 

the other!   

But if we pray effectively… our prayer will spawn a genuine spirit of 

worship! 

When we come together prayed up with effective prayer… we’ll forget 

about all that petty stuff about the song that you don’t like… being 

sung the way you don’t like. The fight you had with your family on the 

way to church… all of those things that pollute and distract our hearts 

will be banished from our hearts… and we can stand together with our 

whole heart… and worship our great King the way He desires to be 

worshiped; in spirit and in truth!  

Anybody interested in that kind of worship? 
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I promise you… that kind of worship… comes only as a result of 

effective prayer! 

As a truly prayer centered church… we can expect to be a giving 

church!  

A truly prayer centered church is a church that gives freely of its time 

and its resources! A truly prayer centered church will be full of servants 

seeking a place to serve… and a means to serve!  

A truly prayer centered church embraces the truth of Hebrews 13:16, 

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

When we’re praying effectively… we’ll see the need and the 

opportunities to minister to our body… and to our community… and 

we’ll make sure those needs and opportunities are met!  

A prayer centered church will have no shortage of people who truly 

desire to be used in ministry! And are not satisfied until they are!         

We’ll be loaded with people who will greet and welcome people as 

they come into this building on Sunday! Helping them park and find out 

how to get their kids into BLAST… help them find a seat. People who 

will help make sure this building is cleaned and ready for Sunday 

morning services.        

We won’t need to spend a bunch of money every couple of months to 

have the carpets and chairs cleaned… because when prayer centered 

church people spill their coffee… they’ll clean it up!  

I know, that’s crazy talk! Pastor John’s done got off in the wildfire! 
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But seriously… a truly prayer centered church will be a giving church! 

We’ll give our time… we’ll give our money… because we’ll know how 

much has been given to us! Because we’ll desire… truly and deeply… to 

have a real role play a real part in the expansion of the Kingdom of 

God! 

And the best part of being a truly prayer centered church… is that we 

will be a soul winning church! 

A soul winning church! Is there any other kind of church?  

Sadly… there are. There are churches that are focused primarily on 

what they’ve done… and the way they’ve always done it. The way they 

do church Sunday morning is the focus. In other words… churches that 

choose tradition over transformation.  

But as we focus on living out our core values…Bible believing and 

prayer centered… we will necessarily be a soul winning church! 

A prayer centered church is a soul winning church. The reason converts 

are not won to the Lord… is the church is not praying for, or has not 

been praying for conversions! A church that is praying effectively is 

going to win souls to the Lord!  

In Psalm 2:8 God says, „Ask of me and I will surely give the nations as 

Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as your possession.‟ 

And while God is speaking to Jesus in that passage, Jesus has given us 

the privilege to help secure His inheritance… telling us in Luke 10:2, 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray 

earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest…” 
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That’s us! And in John 4:35-38 Jesus says, 35 
Do you not say, „There are 

yet four months, then comes the harvest‟? Look, I tell you, lift up your 

eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 
36 

Already the one who 

reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 

sower and reaper may rejoice together. 
37 

For here the saying holds 

true, „One sows and another reaps.‟ 
38 

I sent you to reap that for which 

you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their 

labor.”  

Loved ones! The lost people of our neighborhood… the lost people of 

our community are out there… dying to hear the good news of Jesus 

Christ! The good news that changed our lives! They’re out there… but 

they need to be in here! And the surest way to get them in here is to 

pray them in here! If we are serious about being a prayer centered 

church… a soul winning church… we must be committed to praying 

continuously for the lost! To praying without ceasing for them!  

Many, many years ago… five young college students were spending a 
Sunday in London, so they went to hear the famed Charles Spurgeon 
preach. While waiting for the doors of the vast Metropolitan 
Tabernacle to open… the students were greeted by a man who asked, 
"Gentlemen, can I show you around?” The young men accepted the 
invitation and took a walking tour of the great church. At one point the 
tour guide asked,  “Would you like to see the heating plant of this 
church?" The young men were not particularly interested… it was a hot 
day in July… and heat wasn’t going to be an issue. But… not wanting to 
offend their guide… they said, “sure”. The guide led them down a 
stairway… and quietly opened a door and then whispered, "This is our 
heating plant." Surprised… the students saw some 700 people bowed in 
prayer… seeking God’s blessing on the service that was about to begin 
in the auditorium above! Softly closing the door, the tour guide then 
introduced himself. It was none other than Charles Spurgeon himself! 
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People! That’s what we need! I want to challenge us… to double down 
on our commitment as a prayer centered church!  

I want to challenge anyone who feels even the slightest bit led to pray 
for our Sunday services… to come… here to the church… to meet 
downstairs in the classroom each Sunday morning… starting next 
Sunday morning… at 9am… and pray for our 10am and Noon services!  

Uh-oh! It’s starting to get real in here! The pastor is literally asking the 

people of this church for a real commitment! Hey! I told you this 

message is an urgent call to prayer for all of God’s people… especially 

those who call this church their “home”!  

If this is your church… and you want Baxter Road Bible Church to be            

a worshiping church… come pray!                                                                          

If this is your church… and you want Baxter Road Bible Church to be              

a giving church… come pray!                                                                                              

If this is your church… and you want Baxter Road Bible Church to be                 

a soul winning church… come pray! 

We are a Bible believing, prayer centered church! It’s how God made 

us! And there’s no use, there’s no sense in trying to be anything other 

than what God has made us! When we rely on ourselves… on what we 

always do, what we’ve always done… we’ll get only what we can 

accomplish! And that ain’t much!  But… when we rely on the power of 

prayer, and the power of God’s Word… we’ll get what God can do! And 

what God wants for us!  ----  Amen? Let’s pray! ----- 

Father God! We pray your will for our lives… for this church! Your will! 

Nothing more… nothing less… nothing else! We pray this in the 

precious, powerful name of Jesus… Amen! 


