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The Manger III: The Wise Men 

Good morning! 

We’re tee minus nine days away from the big day. How are you doing? 

Are you in the Christmas spirit?  

Sometimes… with all the hub-bub of the Christmas season… we can 

lose that spirit. Sometimes… we find ourselves focused on the wrong 

aspects of this westernized holiday. Sometimes we can get so caught up 

in all the shopping… the parties… the family gatherings… the fuss over 

Christmas… that we can actually miss Christmas! 

On December 17th, 1903… after many, many failed attempts… the 

Wright brothers were successful in getting their "flying machine" off 

the ground! Thrilled with this achievement that would revolutionize the 

world in ways they couldn’t even imagine… the Wright brothers 

telegraphed this message to their sister Katherine: "We have actually 

flown 120 feet! Stop. Will be home for Christmas. Stop." Katherine 

hurried to the editor of the local newspaper to share the word of this 

history altering event. When she showed him the telegram, the man 

glanced at it… and said, "How nice. The boys will be home for 

Christmas." He totally missed the big news… the news that for the first 

time in history… man had successfully engaged in powered flight!  

During this Christmas season… We don’t want you to miss the big 

news! The news that God so loved the world, He sent to us… His Son! 

The news that Jesus came for us… to save us! The news that He has 

promised He’s coming again! 

That’s the Christmas spirit we want you to embrace this holiday season!  
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That’s the point of the Christmas series we’re in – The Manger!  

The last two weeks we’ve talked about Mary’s experience that first 

Christmas… and Joseph’s experience that first Christmas… and what 

lessons we might apply to our lives from those experiences. 

Today… we’re going to take a look at the wise men’s experience that 

first Christmas.  

If you have your Bible, open it to Matthew chapter two. That’s where 

we find the story of the wise men. Matthew 2, verses 1 through 12.  

There is a lot of information about these wise men that comes from 

tradition… rather than Scripture. For instance… the Bible doesn’t say 

there were three wise men… though we’ve always assumed that… 

mostly because of the three gifts mentioned in the passage. Tradition 

also says these men were kings… though… again… Scripture does not 

confirm that. But… it does say they were wise. Let’s read what the Bible 

says about them… Matthew 2, starting in verse 1: 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 

the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2 
saying, 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star 

when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 

When Herod the king 

heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4 
and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Christ was to be born. 
5 
They told him, “In Bethlehem of 

Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  

 
6 
 “ „And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

  for from you shall come a ruler  

who will shepherd my people Israel.‟ ”  
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7 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 

them what time the star had appeared. 
8 
And he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have 

found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
9 
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star 

that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 

over the place where the child was. 
10 

When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 

And going into the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 

him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh. 
12 

And being warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  

                                                                                                                                       

Before we get started... we probably need to come clean here… a little 

truth in advertising.  Though the series is titled “The Manger”… the 

wise men weren’t really there! Not at the manger.  

Oh sure… all our nativity scenes have them there… along with the 

shepherds and the animals… and Mary and Joseph. But in reality… they 

weren’t there… not at the manger… not on the night Jesus was born.    

Turns out they didn’t show up for like a month or so after Jesus was 

born.  

How do we know that?  

Well verse eleven of the passage we just read says the wise men went 

to a house. Unless Mary really liked that manger, she probably left it 

back in the stable where Jesus was born… in all likelihood, she didn’t 

bring it into her or anyone else’s house.  

Verse eleven also says that’s where the wise men gave their gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh. We know from reading the second 
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chapter of Luke… that Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple to 

present Him to the Lord. Jewish women had to be ceremonially clean to 

do that. That couldn’t have happened for at least 41 days after the birth 

of Jesus. Jewish boys were circumcised on the 8th day after they were 

born, and… according to Leviticus 12… their mothers were considered 

ceremonially unclean for another 33 days after that.  

Also… the Jewish law prescribed the offering for a first born boy to be a 

ram… unless the family was poor, in which case two pigeons, or two 

turtledoves were acceptable. According to Luke 2:24, that’s what Mary 

and Joseph offered… birds. So… we know by that offering, they were 

poor. If they had the gold from the wise men’s gifts, they would have 

been able to afford a ram.  

So… the wise men didn’t show up at the manger. Though, it’s perfectly 

OK for you to keep the wise men as part of your nativity set. After all, 

we’ve included them in our Manger series!  

And the reason… is because there’s a lot we can learn from these wise 

men! There’s a lot of wisdom we can glean from the wise men… 

because they really were wise! 

The first thing I want us to see… is the wise men were wise enough to 

seek God.  

Let’s read the first two verses again.  

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 

the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2 
saying, 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star 

when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
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Why were they following the star? How did they know the star had any 
significance? Again, since Scripture doesn’t tell us… so we can only 
guess. 

This passage does tell us that the wise men came from the east. And 
from where Israel is located… east is the direction of two of the major 
world empires of history: Babylon and Persia.  

At the time of Jesus’ birth… those empires had fallen, and Rome was 
the major power, but there was still plenty of Babylonian and Persian 
influence in those areas.  

We know the Babylonians specialized in studying the stars. Add to that, 
the Bible’s account that during the Babylonian exile of the Jews… the 
prophet Daniel… because of his faithfulness to God… became a person 
of great prominence in Babylon under King Nebuchadnezzar. Then, 
when the Persians conquered Babylon, King Darius continued to hold 
Daniel in high esteem, placing him in a position of great influence 
within that empire.  

We also know of Nebuchadnezzar’s personal experience with God… 
detailed in chapters 3 and 4 of the book of Daniel. Through those 
experiences, Nebuchadnezzar declared; Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise 

and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and 

his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 

(Daniel 4:37) 

With that kind of endorsement, it’s not unreasonable for us to think the 
Babylonians… and then later the Persians… had sufficient exposure to 
the Hebrew Scriptures and prophecies… the writings we know as the 
Old Testament.  

And because of that, these “wise men” were likely familiar with the 
messianic prophecy of Numbers 24:17, I see him, but not now; I behold 
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him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall 

rise out of Israel… 

So when the wise men saw the star… rising in the west… from Jacob… 
they were ready to go and worship the One who was to wield the 
scepter in Israel… the One the prophets said would be the King of the 
Jews.  

Whatever the case… the thing I want us to recognize about the wise 
men here… is that they were ready to go… ready to follow wherever 
God would direct them. Because God has always been faithful in 
directing people who seek Him to Himself! 

God wants human beings… all human beings… to know Him! Did you 

know that?  

God says in Isaiah 65:1; “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for 

me; I was found by those who did not seek me. To a nation that did not 

call on my name I said, „Here am I, here am I.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 tells us God …has put eternity into man‟s heart. 

Luke tells us in Acts 17:27, God did this so that men would seek him and 

perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each 

one of us. 

Yet despite God’s efforts, man, in his ignorance and stubbornness, 

refuses to acknowledge God! Paul tells us in Romans 1:19-20 19 
For 

what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown 

it to them. 
20 

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 

divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 

world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 
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Throughout history, men have tried their hardest to invent reasons to 

reject the God of the Bible. They’ve created false Gods, and dedicated 

themselves to them.  

Time and time again, men have elevated their own intellect over God! 

Today people try to elevate science over God… and they do their best 

to disprove the existence of God who created the universe. Of course, 

time and again one of the problems they keep running into… are… the 

laws of nature. They know that nothing comes from nothing, and they 

know the universe is something.  

They know the universe had a beginning… and because the universe 

had a beginning… something or someone with the power to create 

time, space and matter… had to bring it into existence. The Uncaused 

Cause… the Unmoved Mover as Aristotle calls Him.                                    

God… as those of us who know Him… call Him. 

I was reading a book on this subject recently… and came across this 

quote from Robert Jastrow… a renowned scientist and… an agnostic. 

Jastrow says this about scientist’s seemingly endless efforts to disprove 

the existence of God:  

“For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the 

story ends like a bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; 

he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final 

rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there 

for centuries.”  

David says it this way in Psalm 14:1; The fool says in his heart, “There is 

no God.” 
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The wise men… were no fools! They knew in their hearts God existed… 

and they had a desire to know God!  

Though they didn’t know Him… they were open to knowing Him… open 

to following where God led them! There is great wisdom in that kind of 

heart! 

What about you? Is your heart prepared to hear from and be led by 

God?  

Paul says in Romans 8:14, For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

sons of God.  

The second thing I want us to see about these wise men… is they were 

wise enough to see through the religion of the day.  

Look back in verses 4, 5 & 6… These wise men have come to 

Jerusalem… looking for the new born King of the Jews. They ask 

Herod… “Hey, where’s this new king?” expecting Herod would know.  

Herod… then turns to his religious leaders,  

4 
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
5 
They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  

 
6 
 “ „And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

  for from you shall come a ruler  

who will shepherd my people Israel.‟ ”  

                                                                                                                              

Isn’t it interesting that people outside of the Jewish faith were 

searching for a king, the Messiah… but the Jewish religious leaders 

were not! 
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When it comes to religion… people often turn to “religious leaders” 

who they think have it all figured out. Too often though, the truth is… 

those religious leaders are just as clueless as the people seeking 

answers!  And the reason for that is… too often… those religious 

leaders aren’t in their religion for truth… but for personal gain… for 

status… for what they think it says to other people about them! That 

seems to be the case for most of the religious leaders who were around 

at the time of Jesus’ birth. And unfortunately, I think that’s still the case 

today!  

There are too many people out there… speaking for Christianity… on 

behalf of Christianity… but not speaking the gospel! And worse… too 

many people out there who don’t know enough… or don’t care enough 

about the gospel… about their faith… to do anything about it!  

If we’re to be like the wise men… we must be wise to what’s going on in 

the church! We… must…each of us… know what we believe, and why 

we believe it. We… each of us… must know the truth! 

Jesus says in John 8:32, “…you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.” And then, in His magnificent prayer in John 17:17 Jesus 

implores God to, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” 

The primary responsibility for you knowing the truth of the gospel… 

doesn’t come from the pastor preaching from the pulpit on Sunday 

morning! The primary responsibility for you knowing the truth of the 

gospel comes from you getting into God’s Word! You getting into… 

reading and memorizing the Holy Bible! You taking seriously… and truly 

living out the exhortation of Paul in 2 Timothy 3:14-17, But as for you, 

continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it 
15 

and how from childhood you have been 
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acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
16 

All Scripture is breathed 

out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 

for training in righteousness, 
17 

that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.  

Loved ones! In this area, in this time… we must be wise! When it comes 

to the gospel… when it comes to the Word of God… we must personally 

know the incredible value of what we have… what we hold in our 

hands… what we hold in our hearts… the foundation upon which we 

have staked our lives!   

In 1990… a 24 year old Canadian named Danny Simpson decided to rob 
an Ottawa bank. Simpson was caught… and sentenced to six years in 
prison for stealing $6,000. But the gun he used in the robbery… ended 
up in a museum. It turns out the .45 caliber Colt semi-automatic pistol… 
was a rare antique made in 1918 by the Ross Rifle Company. His pistol 
was worth $100,000 on the collectors market. If Danny Simpson had 
known what he had in his hands, maybe… he wouldn’t have wound up 
in prison. 

The sad fact is… too many Christians live like that! They spend their 
lives searching for God’s power and presence… not knowing where to 
find it! Not realizing it’s right there in the Book He gave us! Right there 
in their hands! 

The wise men were wise enough to seek God… they were wise enough 

to see through the religion of the day… and this: the wise men were 

wise enough to worship Jesus! 

Look back at verse  11 of our passage: 
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11 
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, 

and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

People sure do worship a lot of things. And we have from the 
beginning! Some folks worship men. Others worship things. And all of 
them are worshipping the wrong things!  

That’s a problem. We’re created to worship God! God Himself tells us 
that in Isaiah 43:21; “…the people whom I formed for myself that they 

might declare my praise…” 

But in our sin… we’ve rejected the very thing we were created to do! 
We’ve become like the people God spoke of in Jeremiah 13:10; This 

evil people, who refuse to hear my words, who stubbornly follow their 

own heart and have gone after other gods to serve them and worship 

them… 

It was G.K. Chesterton who was credited with saying, “When man 
ceases to worship God he does not worship nothing, but worships 
everything.” 

What do you worship? What are you worshiping?  

A couple weeks back I spoke about an idol being anything anyone holds 
in their hearts equal to, or above God. And that’s the truth!  

Let me ask you… what do you hold in your heart equal to or above 
God? Your career? Your hobbies? Your spouse? Your family?  

Jesus says in Matthew 10:37-38;  Whoever loves father or mother more 

than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 

than me is not worthy of me. 
38 

And whoever does not take his cross and 

follow me is not worthy of me. 
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Church… we need to take that warning seriously! We need to honestly 
go to God and ask Him to point out those things we worship that aren’t 
Him!  

And then… we need to repent… to turn from that behavior… and allow 
God to heal our hearts and take His rightful place on the throne of our 
lives!  

What do you worship? Let me tell you… these Wise Men came to 
worship Jesus. It’s right there in verse 11… they saw the child with Mary 

his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 

That’s pretty amazing… isn’t it? They were from a pagan world… they 
came from a people who worshipped the stars and pagan gods. But 
these wise men… were religious, sincere men! Yet it’s safe to assume 
up until that moment… their lives were unfilled. Jesus tells us in John 
15:5; I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 

him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

So despite everything they had… wealth, prestige, power… there 
undoubtedly was a deep emptiness in their lives.  

Yet, when they came to the house… and saw the baby Jesus… 
something in them knew they had found what they were searching 
for… and they worshipped Him!  

They gave Him gold… which represents the wealth of the new king. 
Yes… Jesus was born in poverty and died in poverty. But… Jesus is God’s 
Son, and all the wealth of the universe is His! 

They gave Him frankincense… which represents worship. Frankincense 
was often made into incense and used in worship… so frankincense 
represents the worship of the new king. 
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They gave Him myrrh… which is a brown, fragrant perfume that was 
often used to anoint dead bodies… to embalm and preserve them.  

Myrrh represents the work and mission of Jesus. He came to die for us 
so we could live forever with Him! 

The wise men worshiped Jesus!                                                                     
And let me tell you loved ones… Jesus is worthy of our worship! 

Revelation 5:13 describes this scene… where one day… everyone will 

worship Jesus Christ!  And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To 

him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 

glory and might forever and ever!” 

This Christmas season… let’s not wait to declare our love for our Lord 
and Savior! Let’s join with the Psalmist who says, Oh come, let us 

worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
7 
For 

he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his 

hand. (Psalm 95:6-7) 

The wise men were wise enough to seek God. They were wise enough 

to see through the religion of day. They were wise enough to worship 

Jesus… and finally this: They were wise enough to let their hearts be 

changed by Jesus! 

These wise men… were changed by Jesus!  

Listen! You can’t truly meet Jesus and not be changed! 

Tradition says these men were ultimately converted to Christianity. 

That they were later baptized by the apostle Thomas… and went back 

to their land and began to share and spread the gospel there.  
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We don’t know that for sure. It would be nice, but Scripture doesn’t say 

that.  

What Scripture does say about their change comes in verse 12 of our 

passage: And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

departed to their own country by another way. 

Another way. The wise men recognized the warning from God… that 

came to them in a dream… and they heeded that message… and went 

another way! 

Is there a more simple or perfect description or picture of repentance?  

To repent means to turn… turn from your ways… which lead to death… 

and turn to God… and the eternal life He offers through the death, 

burial and resurrection of His Son… Jesus Christ! 

To repent literally means to go another way! These wise men were wise 

enough to do that! What about you?  

If you don’t know Jesus Christ... whose birth we celebrate… then it is 

time for you to repent! “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden 

your hearts…” Hebrews 3:15 tells us!                                                                 

And Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 6:2; Behold, now is the favorable 

time‟ behold, now is the day of salvation. Pay heed to the wisdom of the 

wise men! Your eternity depends on which way you turn!  

If you know Christ… but you have let your relationship with Him cool 

over time, then pay heed to the wisdom of the wise men! Pay heed to 

the words of Jesus Himself in Revelation 3:3; Remember, then, what you 

received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will 

come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against 

you. 
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The ancient Romans were very good at coming up with, and executing, 

crude and terrifying punishments. One of their most heinous, was to tie 

a prisoner… to the corpse of a dead man. They would be bound… 

locked… face to face… arm to arm… hand to hand… and then… left 

alone! Unable to shed the corpse… the living person would be forced to 

carry the corpse wherever they had to go… forced to breathe in the 

stench of the decaying dead body! Those fumes were not only horrific… 

they were noxious. And ultimately… they hastened the death of the 

living person… in a most gruesome fashion! 

Loved ones! Without Christ, we are all shackled to a dead corpse… the 
corpse of our sin! Only turning… and going another way… only 
repentance… only faith in Jesus Christ can free us from that corpse! 
Only Jesus can free us from certain death! And the fact of the matter 
is… that life and death cannot and will not coexist indefinitely! Death… 
and all who carry it… will one day… be destroyed… forever! 

Religion is not life changing! Religion is not life giving! Jesus Christ is! 
This Jesus… whose birth we celebrate… whose resurrection we 
proclaim… is calling us… calling you… to repent… and turn to Him! 

This Christmas season… let us seek to clothe ourselves in the wisdom of 
the wise men! Let us be wise enough to seek God! Let us be wise 
enough to see through the religion of this world! Let us be wise enough 
to worship Jesus Christ… our Savior and our God! And let us be wise 
enough to allow our hearts to be changed by Christ! 

That… would be a most wonderful… and most appropriate way to 
celebrate Christmas!  


