
Hosea-Week 1  

For the next three weeks, we’re going to be going through the 
book of Hosea, which follows the life of God’s prophet, Hosea. 

I want to warn you in advance, this will be a challenging series 
for us to go through.  We’re going to talk about hard things, 
and we’re going to be asking you to examine hard things in our 
lives.   

There may be weeks in the series where you leave feeling 
broken, or convicted, but that’s ok.  I promise there’s hope in 
the book of Hosea, but I also want to encourage you to be ok 
with not being ok. 

So, we are going to follow the Story of the prophet Hosea in 
the Book of Hosea.   

Now, if we’re honest here with ourselves and each-other the 
Major and Minor Prophets in the Old Testament books are the 
most under read, and confusing books in all the Bible, and yet 
they make up 1/5th of scripture.  We’re going to try and 
demystify the prophets a little with this series. 

And to accomplish this, we have to briefly talk about the broad 
brush strokes of the history of the people of Israel. 

Back all the way in Genesis we learn of this covenant that God 
makes with a man about land, people, and blessing.  That 
Covenant was made with a man named Abraham.   

And Abraham and his descendants become a people.  And due 
to famine they are driven to a land, where they become slaves.   

Later God raises up another man, Moses, to bring his people 
out of slavery.  And after he does that, he makes another 
covenant with his people, and that covenant was where God 
says to his people, if you remain in obedience to me, you will be 
my people, and I will be your God.  What’s crazy about Moses 
receiving this covenant that’s focus is really on obedience to 
God, is in the midst of God making this covenant with Moses 
and the Israelites, the people of Israel are fashioning for 
themselves a golden calf and worshiping it. 



And we see this pattern develop in the OT where God’s people 
start to stray away from following after God whole heartily, and 
God says to his people over and over again, “Wake up, I led you 
out of Slavery, by my power, to be my people, follow me!” 

God’s people eventually are ushered into what scripture calls 
the promise land, and they eventually appoint for themselves 
their first kings.   

And through the wayward leadership of their 3rd King 
Solomon, upon his death, God’s people, who are supposed to 
be unified and one, they split into two kingdoms, the north and 
the south.  The northern kingdom is called Israel, and the 
Southern Kingdom is called Judah.   

This is the time in the nations history where things get really 
complicated and confusing, because you have these two 
kingdoms, with two timelines, two sets of kings, and two times 
the headaches. 
  
  And so around this time we enter the age of the Prophets.  
And thats where like the last 15 books of the OT come from.  
This period.  And this is a period where the hearts of the 
people are really starting to turn away from God.  And they are 
starting to worship other God’s, and they are starting to bring 
idols into the nation.  And they were starting to become 
syncretistic, which is a big word for saying where they were 
mixing the worship of other gods with the worship of Yahweh.  

  And God starts to employ the prophets whose sole goal 
during this time was to call the people back from turning away 
from God, form worshiping idols 

  So, the sole job of the prophets was to call people away from 
idols and half hearted worship and back to God.   

If you could distill the message of the all prophets to the 
people of Israel.  NOTHING SHOULD BE WORSHIPED BUT 
GOD.  And the prophets in the Northern Kingdom, Israel,  
would communicate this message with the warning, that if the 
nation didn’t change it’s ways, then it would lose the land that 



was promised to it, and that the nation of Assyria would come 
in and conquer them. 

Spoiler alert here: And God eventually let’s the pagan nation 
of Assyria come in and Conquer and scatter the northern 
kingdom, Israel, as punishment and discipline for their 
disobedience, and he also let’s the Babylonians come in as well 
and enslave the Southern Kingdom.   

Now the book of Hosea happens a few decades years before 
God allows the nation of Assyria to come in and decimate 
Israel. 

Ok, so let’s take a breather, that is the broad brush strokes of 
the historical context of the book of Hosea.   

So you have to understand that there is this history of God’s 
people turning their hearts away from the Lord. And over and 
over and over, God is patient and long suffering.  But God’s 
patience has a limit, and that’s were discipline comes in.   

So let’s talk about the immediate context that the book of 
Hosea finds itself.  And it’s this immediate context, that is really 
going to help us put some teeth to Chapter 1 of Hosea. 

The prophet Hosea, is from the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  He 
grew up there, so he is a home grown prophet.   

The current king as Hosea begins his ministry is Jeroboam II. 
Politically, and socio economically, there was unprecedented 
prosperity under the rule of Jeroboam II.  Also key to 
understand was that Jeroboam II, was not a godly king.  

Also, that economic prosperity was not enjoyed by all.  The gap 
between between the upper class, and the lower class was 
large.  So much so, that those who had, were often oppressing 
those who didn’t (Amos 5:11).  

The upper class spent its wealth on luxury and status symbols.  
They built second homes, and decorate them extravagantly 
(Amos 3:11-12, 15). 



This is an important detail because Israel is a Covenant 
Community.  There aren’t supposed to be class distinctions in 
Israel.  Everyone was to be equal to each-other, and take care 
of one another.  Now I’m not saying that it was a socialistic 
community, but their social structures were set up so that 
people took care of one another.  But that wasn’t happening 
(Amos 2:6-7). 

Here’s the last bit of context that we’ll talk about.  Religiously, 
everything looked good on the outside.  The temple had 
money.  People were tithing, and tithing regularly and with a 
ready spirit (Amos 4:4-5).  People were making religious 
pilgrimages (Amos 4:4, 5:5, 8:14).  They would hold huge 
religious celebrations with sacrifices and music (Amos 5:22-23).  
They celebrated the religious festivals. 

If you were to look at the outside, you would think things 
politically, economically, and religiously were going great, but 
on the inside, things were rotten.  And that’s the setting into 
which Hosea is called into ministry to.      

So please turn to Hosea 1, or open up your Bible app, and we’re 
going to trace the story of Hosea.  Also, we’ll be reading from 
the ESV bible, which translates Hosea 1, in a really accurate 
way, so if possible, try and use this version. 

Lets Read Hosea 1:1. 
1 The word of the Lord that came to Hosea, the son of 
Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of 
Joash, king of Israel.  

So verse 1 is giving us a snapshot into the time of Hosea’s 
ministry and prophecy. 

Verses 2 through 3 is where we really start to get a picture of 
the message that God is going to speak through the Prophet 
Hosea.  It says:    

2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said 
to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and 



have children of whoredom, for the land commits great 
whoredom by forsaking the Lord.” 

   
Now there’s a pretty scary word here that God uses, that you 
never hear in church.  What word is that?  That’s right 
whoredom.  

Whoredom, whoredom, whoredom, it says.  God is using that 
same word here for effect. 

“Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom.” 

I wan’t to be honest here, there are two schools of thought on 
this.  There are people that teach and interpret that Hosea, 
right off the bat, marries a prostitute.  And you can see how 
someone would think that right, if they just look at the 
beginning of verse 2: “Go, take to yourself a wife of 
whoredom”. 

But zoom out just a little bit, and you will see the other school 
of thought that thinks Hosea married a normal Israelite woman, 
who eventually becomes promiscuous, prostitutes herself, and 
Hosea has to go and buy her back in verse 3. 

The are two reasons we will read it from the perspective that 
Hosea marry a normal Israelite who eventually prostitutes 
herself: 

1.  If you look at the word whoredom here in verse 2, and you 
work backwards, it says the land, or in other words, the nation, 
that’s everyone in Israel, commits great whoredom against 
God.  What this means, is that every Israelite, including Hosea, 
in the eyes of God, because of their wayward hearts, were 
prostituting themselves because they weren’t following God 
with their whole hearts.  So by Hosea marrying a fellow 
Israelite, and having children together, they were part of a 
people who spiritually prostituting themselves, and it’s because 
of this that God calls them whores. 

2.  The second reason we will read this that way, is when Hosea 
marries Gomer she is not a physical prostitute yet is because it 
fit better in paralleling the history of the nation of Israel, and 
that’s the whole trajectory of Hosea’s public ministry, to be a 



living symbol of Israels history and relationship with the Lord 
(Jer. 2:2) 

You see God called his prophets often times to live these really 
extreme lives.  God often called prophets to live harsh and 
extreme lives.  For example, during the same time as Hosea, 
another Prophet called Isaiah is ministering to the Southern 
Kingdom, and he literally walks around naked and eating bugs, 
in the wilderness and his message to the people is that if they 
don’t turn back to God, that in the same way that he is naked, 
God will allow another nation to come in and drag God’s 
people out of the promise land…naked, just like Isaiah, as a 
punishment for their wayward hearts.  

The same is concept is here in Hosea. We see God calling his 
prophet to be a living symbol of God’s relationship with his 
people Israel. So God has Hosea marry someone who will 
eventually leave him to become a prostitute, and he must then 
go buy her back, just as God has gone, over and over and over 
again, to retrieve his people and love them, even though 
they’ve prostituted themselves with other gods, idols  

So the focus here in Chapter 1, is less about Hosea’s marriage 
to Gomer, (Don’t worry, that focus comes in Chapter 3 next 
week) and more God proclaiming a harsh message to his 
people, through the naming of Hosea’s 3 children.  

Let’s pick the story back up in verse 3: 

Lets read Verses 3-5 
3 So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, 
and she conceived and bore him a son. 4 And the Lord 
said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little while I 
will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and 
I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 
5 And on that day I will break the bow of Israel in the 
Valley of Jezreel.” 

Now Jezreel doesn’t seem like to bad of a name at first, until 
you understand it’s implications and what it really means.  You 
see Jezreel is the name of a town where the current kings great 
great grandpa massacred a ton of people.   



So Hosea’s first son’s name is used by God to proclaim to the 
current king Jeroboam II, who is part of one of the strongest 
dynasties in the nations history, that his dynasty’s days were 
numbered.  God is using a historical event in the past, that 
people would have known, to make a declaration about the 
future. 

Let me put it to you this way, it would be like naming your kid 
Death to America or 9/11.  When we hear these words, we all 
make the same connections with the historical event.  The 
same is true for the name Jezreel, to the people of Israel.  
Hosea would inevitably tell people his firstborn sons name, and 
people would right away understand the connection. 

The naming of Hosea’s first child is God officially warning his 
people of the dangerous place they are in. 

Lets look at the naming of Hosea’s next child. 

Read Verse 6 and 7 

6 She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the Lord 
said to him, “Call her name No Mercy, for I will no more 
have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all. 
7 But I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and I will 
save them by the Lord their God. I will not save them by 
bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.”  

So the second child’s name is Lo-Rahama.  A beautiful name 
until you find out it means NO MERCY, literally it means ‘I will 
not have compassion’.  

This name is so important because God is announcing through 
the naming of Hosea’s second child, that there is a change in 
status for the nation of Israel.   

God’s compassion has been extended, over and over and over 
and over again for a wayward people, but God is saying, “I am 
going to punish your sin, I am going to discipline you.”  And 
this is where the name Lo-Rahama, NO MERCY, ushers in  this 



extreme message by God, literally saying ‘I will not have 
compassion’ on you. 
As you can probably see, the message behind the naming of 
Hosea’s kids is getting more and more extreme. Lets move on 
to the next child.   

Let’s look at the last child in verses 8 and 9: 

8 When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and 
bore a son. 9 And the Lord said, “Call his name Not My 
People, for you are not my people, and I am not your 
God.”  

Hosea names his third child Lo-Ammi, which literally means, 
NOT MY PEOPLE.   

Are you making any connection there with language God uses 
in other parts of scripture? 

This language of Verse 8 is reminiscent of what we call the 
Mosaic Covenant, where God says to his people Israel, if you 
remain in obedience to me, you will be my people, and I will be 
your God.  We talked about God being a God of covenants 
with his people earlier in the message.   

Let’s look at this in Leviticus 26:12, where we see God laying 
out the terms of the Mosaic Covenant:  

“And I will walk among you,  and will be your God, and 
you shall be my people.” 

And this language in Hosea 1:8-9 mirrors this language found in 
Lev. 26:12.  Obedience to God meant being God’s treasured 
people, Disobedience led to discipline from God and 
potentially divorce.   

So literally this last child’s name, is like God handing his divorce 
papers to his people Israel, they have been served.  

Let us put what we’ve just read into context.  Hosea and 
Gomer had to interact with people.  Surely there were times 
that they would run into people, and they presumably would 



ask, “What the name of your new baby.”  And imagine this 
response, “Ohhhhh, this is NOT MY PEOPLE, that is I WILL NOT 
HAVE COMPASSION, and this is JEZREEL.”  Can you imagine 
the response?  And the crazy thing is, is that these names 
implied that God was fed up with the wayward hearts of His 
people. 

And at the heart heart of the Book of Hosea, and the other 
prophets you see warnings of discipline and punishment for 
sin, but also in that you see the grace and Covenantal love of 
God that is screaming RETURN TO ME! 

Seriously, you see this God who is crazy in love with his people 
and who says, “YOU’R RUINING YOUR LIVES, COME BACK TO 
ME! 

That’s the whole reason God has Hosea and Gomer name his 
kids these crazy names.  Because it’s not too late.  God’s is 
trying through this extreme act, to get his people to wake up, 
repent, and turn their hearts back to him. 

This God who is heart-broken over watching his people 
continually going after things that are breaking them more and 
more and more.  And He is calling them back to himself for 
forgiveness.  

This is the picture we are getting in Hosea.   

And we as God’s people ourselves often chase after things, 
center our lives on things other than Christ, or mix the worship 
of our idols with the worship of God, and there is this God who 
is crazy in love with his people and who is saying, “YOU’R 
RUINING YOUR LIVES, COME BACK TO ME! 

The same God in Hosea, looks at us his people today and his 
heart breaks over watching his people continually go after 
things that are breaking them more and more.  And He is 
calling us back to himself for forgiveness and restoration.   

I want you to understand something about the people that 
Hosea is speaking to.  God’s people are mixing the worship of 
God with idols, or they’re just straight up bowing down to idols. 
And all of this while they they’re continuing the feasts and the 



festivals.  They’re going through the religious rituals.  They’re 
giving the offerings, and completing the sacrifices.  By all 
means they are checking all the right boxes, but they are going 
through the motions and God isn’t at the center of their hearts 

A question we can’t escape from in this series is do our lives 
and relationship with the Lord parallel that of the Israelites in 
Hosea. 

A friend of mine puts it this way: 

Imagine a people who talk a lot about God, and do a lot of 
church stuff, but it doesn't really affect how they treat 
other people.  It doesn't really affect how they view the 
world, or current events or situations.  It doesn’t really 
make them compassionate for those who are in need or 
hurting.  It doesn’t cause them to hate sin.  In fact they 
laugh about it, joke about it, trivialize it.  Imagine a people 
like that. 

We don’t have to go very far from our own lives to see 
ourselves in this. 

So application for this first week is really pushing you the 
audience to do some examining.   

I think it’s really easy for us, when we read things like from the 
book of Hosea to separate ourselves from the nation of Israel, 
and to think we’re different.  We see Israel, and the worshiping 
God and Idols made of wood, stone, and metal, and we think 
that just because we aren’t bowing down to a physical 
structure that we don’t struggle with idol worship.   

But the truth is many of us in the church have functional god’s 
or idols that occupy positions of authority and centrality in our 
hearts.  Many of us profess Jesus, go to church, sing the songs, 
say the right things, check the right boxes, but if you were to 
cut us down the middle, and look inside our hearts, you would 
see not God at the center, but something else. 

And the even scarier thing here is that for a lot of us, we don’t 
even know it.  We think we’re fine.   



But if we’re going to heed the call from Hosea to return to God 
and follow him whole heartedly, we’ve got to do the hard work 
of searching our hearts, and confronting what’s in there.  And 
that’s where you come in. 

One of the heartbeats of this service is to equip you to go 
deeper.  If you look at your bulletin, you see points to help you 
dig deeper for the next 6 days.  And with that, on our website 
if you look at the midweek service messages, there is a button 
labeled “dig deeper” and when you click it, it will direct you to 
resources to help you go deeper that week. 
The resource this week we want to give you is an excerpt from 
a book written by David Powlison called X-Ray Questions: 
Discerning Functional Idols. 

And our hope is that this week and into next week you will 
read and interact with this resource, and you would prayerfully 
and thoughtfully work through the 35 questions, to discern, 
and ask God, “are their functional god’s or idols that occupy 
positions of authority and centrality in my heart that are really 
reserved for Jesus?” 

And as we close and get back into some worship, I want to 
challenge you, this week, as you leave this service, and as you 
go out into your lives, I want to challenge you to press into 
Jesus.  Ask the hard questions.  Let the Holy Spirit, do his work, 
and search your heart where God should really be.   

We’ve got like 60 copies of that resources near the exits, and if 
you want it digitally, it under the dig deeper button on the 
website.   

Let’s pray.  


