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Easter 2019: Peace be with you!

Good morning!

Happy Resurrection Day! He is risen!

Easter is the greatest day of celebration in all of the Christian faith!  
This day marks the resurrection of Jesus Christ… the Son of God!              
Jesus Christ, crucified, dead and buried, was resurrected from the 
grave, decisively defeating death and throwing open wide the doors of 
heaven to mankind!

It is an awesome day! 

But on that first Easter morning… for the disciples of Jesus, not so 
much!

For them, that first Easter Sunday was pretty rough! 

There was no egg hunt for these guys! No big ham dinner. No family 
photos where they all wore pastel colored tunics. 

It was no party! These guys were holed up, hiding out, trying to make 
sense of their world! A world that took such an unexpected turn on 
Thursday evening in the Garden of Gethsemane when Jesus was 
arrested! And then, there was that midnight trial! 

The disciples barely had time to digest Thursday, when everything 
totally exploded on Friday!  They watched Jesus, their master, the man 
in whom they had placed all of their hope for the establishment of the 
promised, long awaited kingdom of God on Earth… they watched Him 
die, horribly on the cross! 
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Turn in your Bibles to John chapter 20, verse 19… this is the description 
of the disciples’ first Easter! John says; On the evening of that day, the 
first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for 
fear of the Jews…(John 20:19a)

Hiding out… locked in! This is even after Mary had come to them that 
morning and told them that the stone had been taken away from Jesus’ 
tomb, and Jesus’ body wasn’t there! And even after Mary had come 
back and told them she had actually seen and talked to Jesus and that 
Jesus was alive!

Look back at chapter 20 verse 1, 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken 
away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going 
toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look 
in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, 
not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then 
the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that 
he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their 
homes. (John 20:1-10)
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The disciples were discouraged, they were terrified! They were so 
totally uncertain about the future, they feared for their lives, they had 
absolutely no clue as to what to do next! So… they cowered in the place 
they were staying, hoping no one would come looking for them!

But someone did! 

Boy howdy, someone did! And that “visit” sure changed the tenor of 
their Day! It changed the tenor of the rest of their lives… and our lives 
too! 

Look back at verse 19, 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you…” (John 20:19-21a)

That’s when Easter, Resurrection Sunday, became a celebration for the 
disciples!

Notice though, the very first words of Jesus to his gang. Notice what 
Jesus said. It’s there in the last part of verse 19… “Peace be with you.”

Those were words Jesus couldn’t wait to say to the disciples! In fact, it 
was so important for them to hear those words, Jesus said it to them 
again! Look in verse 21, Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you…”

And, once more, in verse 26, Jesus greets the disciples with those same 
words: “Peace be with you.”
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Jesus isn’t just saying “peace be with you” as some sort of generic 
greeting, a nondescript way to start up a conversation… like we’ll say, 
“Hi, how are you?” or, “What’s up?” This greeting overflows with 
extreme intentionality! 

“Peace be with you!”

Peace! 

Peace was the entire purpose of Jesus’ mission on earth! Peace! 
Establishing peace, making peace possible! Making peace available!            
His peace!

To grasp the significance of Jesus’ declaration, “Peace be with you!”,      
I think it helps if we go back to Jesus’ last words on the cross. These are 
the final words of Jesus according to John’s Gospel… you’ll find them in 
John 19:30, where John quotes the last thing Jesus says before He dies, 
and what Jesus says is this: “It is finished”. 

What? What was finished?                  

What was finished was the incredible payment for the all sins of all 
humanity, for all time! That’s what was finished!

That’s what the prophet Isaiah foretold some seven hundred years 
before Jesus was born! Listen to Isaiah 53, verses 5-6:

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned – every one – to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 
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That is what was finished! That is what Jesus came for! That was His 
mission! Through His sinless life, His death and His resurrection, Jesus 
Christ made possible real peace!  

And resurrected from the grave, Jesus returns declaring peace to all 
who would have ears to hear and all who would have hearts to 
perceive! 

“Peace be with you!” 

Do you understand that? Do you understand what peace really is? 

Peace is not simply the absence of war. Peace goes far deeper than 
that! Peace, the peace Jesus declares here, is in the terms of God and 
man, and it means a right relationship between God and man!

Jesus’ resurrection makes that right relationship, that peace, possible! 

You see, a state of enmity, of hostility, had existed between God and 
man ever since Adam’s fall in the Garden of Eden. The verse in Isaiah 
we just read declares that; All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned – every one – to his own way…

Isaiah 59:2-3 expands on that, saying: …your iniquities have made a 
separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his 
face from you so that he does not hear. For your hands are defiled with 
blood and your fingers with iniquity’ your lips have spoken lies; your 
tongue mutters wickedness…

But God wasn’t content to leave us in that condition! God was not 
prepared to abandon us. God was not ready to just let us, His creation, 
wander into the oblivion of Hell, as a race of sinners, hopelessly and 
forever separated from Him! 
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God loves us so much, He put into action His plan to redeem us! A plan 
Paul so eloquently describes in Romans 6:23-26, for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward 
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, 
so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 

As Jesus Christ hung on that cross, the cross that was rightfully ours… 
He was literally hanging between heaven and earth! And in doing so, 
Jesus absorbed the wrath of God for those who would trust Him!

Through His sinless life, through His death on the cross and through His 
glorious resurrection, God’s plan for the redemption of mankind 
superseded the law of sin and death, and became the new reality for all 
who would receive that good news!

John 3:36 states that new reality clearly: Whoever believes in the Son 
has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God remains on him. 

The life, death and resurrection of Jesus broke the iron grip that sin and 
death had on each of us, and established for those who would call on 
His name… peace, real peace, with God! 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, Paul affirms in Romans 5:1.
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Peace with God! It’s what Jesus is declaring to His disciples on that first 
Easter evening! It’s what Jesus is declaring to all those who have called 
on His name, all those who have, or will place their faith in Him!

“Peace be with you!”

For those disciples, for those of us today who are His disciples, the 
peace with God delivered by Jesus Christ has forever removed the sting 
of death! 

A little boy and his father were driving down a country road on a warm 
spring afternoon. Suddenly out of nowhere, a bumblebee flew in the 
car window. The little boy was deathly allergic to bee stings, and he was 
terrified, overcome and frozen with fear! The father seeing the 
situation, quickly reached out, grabbed the bee, squeezed it in his hand, 
and then, released it. As soon as he let the bee go, the young boy 
became frantic once again as the bee buzzed around him. His father 
seeing his son’s panic-stricken face, once again reached out his hand. 
This time though, he held his hand open, and there, stuck in his palm, 
was the stinger of the bee. “Look! Do you see this?” the father said. 
“You don’t need to be afraid anymore. I’ve taken the sting for you!” 

This is the message of Easter! Jesus Christ has taken the sting of death 
for us! We don’t need fear death anymore! Christ faced death for us 
and Christ has taken the sting of death for us! 

In Christ we can boast, like Paul boasts in 1 Corinthians 15:55,                       
“Oh death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”          

Christ has taken the stinger for us! He has risen! The fear of death, of 
being eternally separated from the great God who loves us… is gone!                   
New life, eternal life, life lived in peace with God is no longer just a 
dream! For those who love God and have placed their faith in His Son 
Jesus Christ, that new life is ours!
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Jesus pronounces “Peace be with you!” ushering in a new age for 
mankind, the age of you and me, all of us, living in a right relationship 
with God! Living in peace with God!

And as wonderful as that is, in the words of those late night TV 
commercials, “But wait! That’s not all! You also get…”

Because there is more! There is more that Jesus is declaring to His 
disciples that first Easter!! There is more that Jesus declares to those 
who choose to love Him and follow Him now! 

In addition to peace with God, Jesus delivers to us, the peace of God!

Peace with God begets in the believer the peace of God!

Jesus says in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid...”

The peace of God is that part of His Spirit in you, that when you truly 
take hold of it, allows your heart not to be troubled, not to be afraid, 
even in the midst of the most brutal storms of life! 

Two artists were commissioned to paint pictures representing perfect 
peace. The first painted a picture depicting a lake on beautiful, sunny, 
windless day.  And there, in a boat on that lake, was a little boy, lying 
back, eyes closed, enjoying the sunshine as the boat floated along.        
That is how he saw perfect peace. 

Meantime, the other artist painted a vastly different picture! He 
painted a mountain cliff being hammered by a raging storm. Strong 
winds and heavy rains were lashing hard against the rock face. Yet 
there, in a small cleft of the cliff, in the midst of that great storm, this 
artist had painted a bird in a nest. And though she was wet and her 
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feathers ruffled by the storm, the bird sat calmly on her nest, brooding 
her eggs. 

I would suggest to you, that the while the first artist’s painting is far 
more attractive, and the situation I personally would choose… the 
second painting is the one that truly portrays perfect peace, the peace 
of God!

You see, the peace of God is not the absence of trials and troubles. 
Instead, the peace of God is the Spirit of God in us that gives us the 
ability to remain calm and cool in the midst of trials and troubles!

That’s the peace Jesus proclaimed to the disciples on that first Easter 
evening, and the peace He proclaims to us, as His followers today!

That’s the peace displayed by Jesus as He went to the cross! Listen to 
the words of our Lord as He speaks to His disciples, preparing them for 
the storm of His imminent arrest, trial and crucifixion; Jesus says in 
John 16:32-33; 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when 
you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet 
I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to 
you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

The peace of God is that which allows us to withstand the things we can 
see and feel, allows us to look past the chaos of events and emotions, 
and see the character of God, and know we can rest in His promise that 
no matter what, He is with us! His promise to never leave or forsake us!

Deployed properly in our lives, the peace of God wipes away all worry 
and anxiety. Someone once said, “worry is like a rocking chair, it gives 
you something to do, but it doesn’t get you anywhere.” A friend of mine 
once told me, “worry is temporary atheism”… and he was right!
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Deployed properly in our lives, the peace of God allows us to hear the 
word “cancer” and know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
(Romans 8:28)

Deployed properly in our lives, the peace of God enables us to hear the 
words “I’m sorry but your loved one is gone” and truly believe the 
words of Jesus when He says, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
(John 11:25-26)

Deployed properly, when the trials and the tribulations of this life blow 
hard, the peace of God causes us to truly trust God and His goodness, 
and lean all of ourselves into Him, and as Corrie Ten-Boom says,             
“Don’t wrestle, just nestle.”

A ship was sailing across the Atlantic, from England to New York.          
The captain of the ship had his family onboard with him. One night, 
during the crossing, the ship found itself in a terrible storm which 
tossed the boat violently, and awakened the captain’s little eight-year-
old daughter. 

“What’s happening?” the girl asked her mother. Her mother told her 
they were in a pretty bad storm. Then the little girl asked, “Is Daddy on 
deck?” “Yes Sweetheart,” the mother answered, “Daddy is on deck.” 
The little girl then lay her back down head on her pillow, and went back 
to sleep.

Loved ones, we can be absolutely sure… no matter what is happening 
to us or around us, our Father is on deck! 

When you are in a right relationship with God, through faith in His Son, 
Jesus Christ, and you begin to live your life by that faith… you will know 
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the peace of God! You will be able to live out Paul’s encouragement to 
the church at Philippi, and to us: 

The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:5b-7)

“Peace be with you!” Jesus declares to His disciples on that first Easter! 
And “Peace be with you!” is what Jesus declares to you!

Peace with God, which begets in our lives the peace of God, which 
allows us to live in peace with each other!

This kind of peace is harmony with other people… believers and non-
believers… that results from our following biblical principles of 
relationships. 

Hebrews 12:14 instructs us to Strive for peace with everyone.                      

And in Romans 12:18 Paul echoes that sentiment; …as far as it depends 
on you, live at peace with everyone…

It’s God’s plan, His desire that His people be peaceable and live in 
peace!

But this kind of peace doesn’t come through our own strength or 
power! This kind of peace comes by living in a close relationship with 
the Lord! It comes by allowing God’s Holy Spirit to mold you into the 
person God wants you to be, and has called you to be!             

This kind of peace cannot be manufactured! Rather, it is the outworking 
of the fruit of God’s Spirit being produced by God in you! 
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Galatians 5:22-26 explains that process; …the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and 
self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and 
desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

If there is peace between God and me, and if there is peace between 
you and God, and the peace of God truly dwells in us, there will 
certainly be peace between us!                                                                                              

And even if I don’t know God, but you do… the peace of God in your life 
should be evident to me! The peace of God in you should be a powerful 
witness to me that should cause me to hunger and thirst for the peace 
that you have!

That’s why the prophet Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 52:7; How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
“Your God reigns!”

Jesus proclaimed peace to His disciples! Jesus proclaims peace to us! 
And now… redeemed by peace with God, and endowed with the peace 
of God… it is up to us, the followers of Jesus Christ, to have beautiful 
feet! It is up to us to live out the peace that Jesus so freely offers to us! 
It is up to us to live that peace in a way that our very lives proclaim 
Jesus: the Prince of Peace!

…the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a 
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
James declares! (James 3:17-18)
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And Jesus Himself announces, in Matthew 5:9; “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”

“Peace be with you!”

It has been said, that “the great tragedy of our lives is that we live 
between the shame of our failures and the fear of our future.”                 
And that was man’s reality before that first Easter! That was your 
reality before you called on Jesus as your Lord and Savior! And if you 
haven’t done that… that is still your reality!                

But on this day, the risen Christ stands before you, extending to you the 
great prize of His resurrection victory, the very thing He came to 
procure for you: Peace! Real peace! His peace! Peace between you and 
God! The peace of God in your life! And the power to live your life as a 
testimony to that peace! 

This Easter Sunday, this day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, I pray you will hear anew that wonderful declaration of Jesus: 
“Peace be with you!”

I pray those wonderfully liberating and life giving words will fill you with 
an ever deepening love for, and faith in your Savior! I pray those words 
will flow from Christ, to and through your heart! I pray those words will 
permeate your very being, from your head all the way to your beautiful 
feet! 

I pray you will be a living testimony of those words! And when people 
describe you and your life, I pray they would say, “He is, she is the 
absolute epitome of peace!”  
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Now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard 
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus! 

May the Lord bless you and keep you! The Lord make His face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you! The Lord lift up His countenance upon 
you and give you peace! (Deuteronomy 6:24-26)


