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What is Baptism? 

(...and why should I get wet?) 
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What is Baptism and why should I get wet? 
 
Perhaps a good way to start is to look at  what  

baptism symbolizes? For me, this is what is 
so wonderful about the whole baptism         

experience.  
 

When we get baptized we join Jesus symboli-
cally in His death, burial and resurrection.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

“Or don't you know that 
all of us who were      baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were therefore 
buried with him through baptism into death in or-
der that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a 
new life. If we have been united with him like this 
in his death, we will certainly also be united with 
him in his resurrection.”      
 Romans 6:3-5.  
 
Wow! That is powerful stuff! The "death, 
burial and resurrection" of Jesus is the very 
basis of Christianity. It is also symbolic of 
washing, of being clean, of a fresh start. 
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That is reason enough to get baptized but there 
are even more reasons. 
 
  Jesus wants us to be baptized 
 

Another very important reason is because   
Jesus wants us to. Right before Jesus  
ascended into heaven He told His disciples 
what He wanted them to do after He was gone.  
 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19 
 

  Jesus Himself was baptized  
 

Also, Jesus Himself was baptized and it is     
obvious that He also wants everyone who     
accepts Him as their Savior to also be baptized.  
 
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 
baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, say-
ing, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper 
for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
John consented.” Matthew 3:13-15 
 
What did Jesus mean when He said He was 
getting baptized "to fulfill all righteousness"?  
He was saying we need to do this so that we do 
everything that God expects us to do.  
 
This strongly infers that if don't get baptized we 
are not doing what God expects us to do. 
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It is a choice, we can either choose to obey or 
choose to disobey. 
 

Baptism is a mile marker 
 

Somewhere in the psyche of human beings is 
the need to celebrate or mark the important 
moments of life. And Jesus setup baptism to 
mark the special occasion of when you       
accepted Him as your Savior. 
 

You can tell when someone is celebrating 
their birthday because there is a party going 
on. You can tell when a wedding or funeral is 
happening because they are commemorated 
in a certain way.  
 

And you can tell when a person has accepted 
the Lord because they are baptized.  
 

Baptism is a declaration 
 

In the early days of the 
church, baptism was a dec-
laration that the believer 
was identifying himself with 
that group of people who 
were called Christians. This 
meant something as Chris-
tians were despised and 
hated. 
 

And it still means something today. In our part 
of the world we don't become despised and 
hated but baptism is a still a public declara-
tion.  
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If you were baptized as a baby should you 
be baptized as an adult ? 
 
Some groups baptize babies and in truth, it is 
a wonderful, sometimes even a spiritual expe-
rience for the parents, but it didn’t mean any-
thing to the baby.  
 
And we can praise God that the parents were 
concerned about the baby’s spiritual well be-
ing.  
 
If that was you, I strongly suggest that you 
should be baptized as an adult when you 
know why you are doing it.  
 
In the Bible baptism was always a choice that 
someone made for themselves. When you 
were baptized as a baby, that was for your 
parents. Now you need to do it for yourself to, 
as Jesus said, “to fulfill all righteousness.”  
 
“I was baptized before but I didn’t really 
know why or I just did it because my friend 
did.” 
 
I believe it is only meaningful if you under-
stand why you are doing it and what it repre-
sents. 
 
If you have any doubt about whether you were 
baptized “for the right reasons” then it certain-
ly wouldn’t hurt to be rebaptized.  
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Getting baptized is not something you do to 
be saved but it is part of the process that 
proves your faith.  
 

Before a person is a candidate to be baptized 
they accept Christ as their Savior. They state 
that they believe Jesus is the Son of God who 
died for their sins and rose again and they ac-
cept Him as their personal Savior.  
  

“When they believed Philip as he preached the 
good news of the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women.” Acts 8:12 
 
The process of baptism is simple, you sit in 
the baptistry (the water is warm) and the pas-
tor or another Christian lowers you under the 
water and then brings you back up. 
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 It is a declaration to everyone that the person 
getting baptized has accepted Jesus Christ’s 
death on the cross as payment for his or her 
sins, and asked Him to come into their heart 
and be their Lord and Savior.  
 

    Who should get baptized? 
 

Everyone who accepts Jesus as their Savior. 
Acts 2:41 “Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls.”  
 

Once Jesus died for our sins and rose again 
putting the New Covenant into effect everyone 
was baptized.  
 

The New Covenant went into effect in Acts the 
second chapter; that is when the church was 
founded. After that everyone who became a 
Christian was baptized, there are no excep-
tions. 
 

What are the requirements for being 
baptized?  
 

If you believe that Jesus is the Son of God 
and died for your sins you may be baptized.  
 
"Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to be bap-
tized? “And Philip said, If thou believest with all thy 
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God.”And he ordered the chariot to 
stop; and they both went down into the water... and he 
baptized him.” Acts 8:35-37 
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Before a person is a candidate to be baptized 
they accept Christ as their Savior. They state 
that they believe Jesus is the Son of God who 
died for their sins and rose again and they  
accept Him as their personal Savior.  
 

“When they believed Philip as he preached the 
good news of the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women.” Acts 8:12 
 
How should a person be baptized?  
 

















We fol- low the pat-
tern we find in the New Testament, we dip a 
person completely under the water. After all, 
this is the only method that symbolizes Jesus' 
death, burial and resurrection. 
 
Jesus went through so much for us. I encour-
age you to obey what Jesus is asking you to 
do. 
 
“And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be 
baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his 
name.’” Acts 22:16 
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Additional Thoughts: 
 

Some people argue that the “Thief on the 
Cross” was saved and he wasn’t baptized, so 
baptism isn’t important or required.  
  
Jesus and the thief lived and died under the 
Old Covenant and baptism wasn’t part of that 
covenant.  
  
Saying that the thief wasn’t baptized is the 
same as saying Moses wasn’t baptized, be-
cause like the thief, he lived and died under 
the Old Covenant.  
  
Also, remember that baptism represents the 
death, burial and resurrection, and none of 
that had happened yet, so it couldn’t apply to 
the thief. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Baptism is part of having faith.  
 

When you believe, it is often referred to as 
“having faith,” meaning you believe that Jesus 
is who He says He is.  
  

Baptism is connected to having faith, “Having 
been buried with Him in baptism and raised with 
Him though your faith in the power of God who 
raised Him from the dead.” Colossians 2:12 
  


