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Who Do You Serve? 
Sermon: 

 

Let’s get right to it! If you have your Bibles with you, open them up to the Book 

of Acts. We’ll be in Chapter 9. 

 

The note page you’ll find in your bulletin today has no cryptic fill-in-the-blanks 

to keep track of, just a space for you to write down your thoughts as we go through the 

message today; hopefully you have a few.  

 

If you didn’t get one and would like one, please raise your hand and one of our 

men will bring you one. 

 

Acts, chapter 9. You’ll recognize this passage as the story of Saul on the Road to 

Damascus. Verse 1: 

 
1Now Saul was still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord. He 

went to the high priest 2and requested letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that 

if he found any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring them as prisoners to 

Jerusalem.  

 
3As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven suddenly flashed around 

him. 4Falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, ‚Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting me?‛ 

 
5‚Who are you, Lord?‛ Saul said. ‚I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting,‛ he replied. 

6‚But get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.‛ 

 
7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the sound but seeing no 

one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing. So they 

took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9He was unable to see for three days and did 

not eat or drink. 

 

One of the unique, and really, cool things about being a pastor here is the 

freedom that the pastors enjoy when it comes to sermon preparation. For example, this 

week I was on the schedule to preach an entirely different passage. But in our weekly 

read session, what Pastor Erik has affectionately dubbed the ‚kill room‛, Pastor John 
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began to talk about how he was hoping to be able to work Acts 9 into his message, but 

there simply wasn’t enough time to make it work.  

 

So that got me thinking about ditching the message I was working on and trying 

to develop a follow-up message to Pastor John’s ‚Who Am I?‛, and after listening to 

the message last Sunday, it just felt like this was something we needed to explore 

further. 

 

Often as we build up to sermon time on Sunday, we get far more information 

than we can share in the time that we have, but again, thankfully, we haven’t made our 

schedules so rigid that we don’t have the flexibility to explore the things we feel God is 

leading us to explore. 

 

So this message, ‚Who Do You Serve?‛ has been developed to take a lot of what 

John talked about last week and bring it into the context of response. How does 

knowing who you are translate into what you do? In other words, once you know who 

you are, what do you do with that? 

 

As Pastor John took us through Matthew 16:13-19 last week, he pointed out that 

even though the disciples and Jesus had lived with each other for about three years, 

Jesus knew that the disciples still needed to know who He really was. If they didn’t 

know that, if they didn’t experience him<they couldn’t possibly explain who he was 

to anyone else. 

 

And Peter in verse 16 has one of his shining moments when he declares that 

Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God. And Jesus then re-affirms to Peter what he 

had told him years before, that his name is Peter<rock. 

 

Peter, through the revelation of God the Father, knew who Jesus was. And Jesus 

in return told him who he was. And then gave him a task to do as his disciple<in John 

21:15-17 Jesus tells Peter to feed and shepherd his sheep. 

 

An understanding of Identity<knowing who we are and knowing who God is< 

is critical. Again with the military parallels<they say old First Sergeants never die< 
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If you want your unit to succeed in any given operation, the troops must know 

their commander. Now, knowledge of who the commander is<is pretty simple. Look 

for chrome on the collar. But really knowing him or her<comes from experience. Look 

at your own life. How many times have you thought you knew someone until you 

experienced their true colors? 

 

I mentioned a few weeks ago that my daughter makes the best chocolate cake 

ever. Now, you might think you know chocolate cake<heck, I did. I mean, chocolate 

cake is pretty universally understood, right? Everyone knows chocolate cake. 

Until<you experience Harleigh’s chocolate cake.  

 

That first bite just kinda hits you like a truck. It’s like< ‚OH!!! This<this is 

chocolate cake! How could I not know this existed!? I will never again see or hear the 

word ‚chocolate‛ without thinking of this moment.‛ 

 

Knowledge<versus<experience. 

 

Saul thought he knew all there was to be known about God. The thought of this 

Jesus guy stomping around claiming himself to be God<the Messiah<was an affront 

to everything he had been taught to believe, and he was out to squash this little 

movement, that honestly he probably thought should have died off long ago, since 

Jesus had been killed! 

 

Saul’s notoriety was firmly established and no Christian anywhere wanted to 

hear that Saul was headed in their direction. After his success in Jerusalem, Saul 

expanded his attack by getting the high priest to give him letters essentially ordering 

the synagogues in Damascus to help Saul track down and capture these Jesus freaks. 

 

And along this road, as recorded in Acts 9< Jesus<shows up. And Saul has an 

experience with the living God in the form of Christ. This isn’t the calming, friendly 

kind of experience that maybe you think of when you picture Jesus, soft flowing hair, 

gentle face, outstretched arms<this is a violent, jarring encounter. Saul is knocked to 

the ground<blinded<confused. 

 

And Jesus speaks audibly to him: ‚Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?‛ Notice 

that Jesus doesn’t ask ‚Why are you persecuting my church?‛ or ‚Why are you 
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persecuting my followers?‛...he asks ‚Why are you persecuting me?‛ Saul’s attack on 

the church is a personal matter to Christ. 

 

Saul is at a loss as to who it is that is speaking to him, but immediately 

recognizes that he is in the presence of someone far greater than himself and responds 

in humility: ‚Who are you, Lord?‛ 

 

The word ‚Lord‛ here isn’t used in the way we use it<for example when we’re 

in prayer, since Saul didn’t yet know Jesus in that capacity. It was a common term that 

at that time was used when addressing someone who is ‚supreme in authority‛ or a 

Master<maybe a word that Saul was used to hearing when people spoke to him. 

 

‚Who are you, Lord?‛ Saul said. ‚I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting,‛ he replied. 

There. Introductions made all around; now we know who is who. Now back to 

business<‚Why are you persecuting me?‛ 

 

Ellicott’s Commentary uses some pretty flowery language to explain verse 5, and 

as much as I’m not usually a great fan of flowery phrases (say that 5 times real fast), I 

think you’re gonna love this: 

 

Assuming the words to have been those which he (Saul) actually heard, they reproduced 

the very Name which he himself, as the chief accuser of Stephen, had probably uttered in the 

tone of scorn and hatred -- the very Name which he had been compelling men and women to 

blaspheme.  

 

Now it was revealed to him…that the Crucified One was in very deed, as the words of 

Stephen had attested, at the right hand of God, sharing in the glory of the Father.  

 

The pronouns are both emphatic, "I, in my Love and Might and Glory, I am the Jesus 

whom thou, now prostrate and full of dread, hast been bold enough to persecute." It was not the 

disciples and brethren alone whom Saul was persecuting. What was done to them the Lord 

counted as done unto Himself. 

 

In March of last year, my son came to me and informed me that theoretical 

physicist and avowed atheist Stephen Hawking had died. He wondered what I 

thought about that.  
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Hawking’s many quotes included such gems as ‚There is no heaven or afterlife 

for broken down computers; that is a fairy story for people afraid of the dark.‛, and 

‚Before we understand science, it is natural to believe that God created the universe. 

But now science offers a more convincing explanation.‛  

 

Asked once why the universe exists, Hawking replied "If we find the answer to 

that, it would be the ultimate triumph of human reason—for then we would know the 

mind of God", then later said he had used the word "God" figuratively stating: ‚What I 

meant by ‘we would know the mind of God’ is, we would know everything that God 

would know, if there were a God, which there isn’t. I’m an atheist.‛ 

 

So my response to my son was: ‚I’ll bet right about now he’s in a glorified, 

immortal body, standing in front of Jesus and thinking<‚Uh Oh<‛ 

 

It strikes me that Saul must have been in much the same state of mind as he lay 

there, dazed and blind. He knew all about the promised Messiah, after all, he was a 

Jew’s Jew<a Pharisee among Pharisees. But now this Jesus, who he knew as a criminal 

and a false prophet that had been crucified, revealed himself to Saul as the Son of God. 

This was the Messiah that he should have been looking for.  

 

Knowing that he was in the presence of the living Jesus Christ<who he now 

recognized as the promised Messiah, the realization of what he had done and what he 

was on his way to do< had to be flooding over him. The faces of each of Christ’s 

followers that he had been responsible for putting to death or throwing in prison to be 

tortured were suddenly laid out in front of him<. And probably had him wondering if 

Jesus was about to take his life.  

 

‚Uh Oh‛ just doesn’t seem to be adequate. 

 

As we continue on into verse 6, I want to draw your attention to something here 

so you don’t think I’m just missing it. I read and prepare out of the Christian Standard 

Bible, and most other translations agree with it, but if you’re in one of several King 

James Versions, your text will add a question from Saul to Christ at this point. The KJV 

reads And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
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The KJV translators added that line in verse 6, even though early manuscripts 

don’t include it here. But from his own testimony accounts of this event in Acts 22 and 

Acts 26, we can be sure he was at least thinking: ‚What do you want me to do???‛ I can 

guarantee you that if I found myself in this situation, I’d be thinking the very same 

thing, if not screaming it out loud.  

 

I don’t know why the translators brought that into this verse, but regardless, we 

get to see the switch, right there, from persecutor to servant. In the CSB and other 

translations verse 6 consists solely of Christ’s command to Saul: ‚But get up and go into 

the city, and you will be told what you must do.‛ And we read in verse 8 that Saul obeys, 

and arrives in Damascus not striding into town as a feared Pharisee big-shot, but blind, 

stumbling and shaken, being led by his men. 

 

This is the beginning of the conversion of Saul into the man we know as the 

writer of much of the New Testament. Nobody can say that from this point on, he isn’t 

doing everything he can to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter what.  

 

Prison? No problem<hand me a pen so I can get some letters written.  

 

Beatings? Yep, bring it on.  

 

Stoned until he was thought dead and dragged out of the city, but then he gets 

up and goes right back because he’s not done preaching yet?  

 

Wouldn’t we call that crazy? A bit fanatical? 

 

Or could we call it being a sold out servant of God?  

 

There are a lot of people in this room today that pray for direction and 

guidance< a lot. I know there are; I’ve read and in some cases responded to the prayer 

requests!  Here’s a question for you<do you listen for the answers to those prayers? If 

you hear an answer, even if it’s one you’re not 100 percent on board with, do you pray 

further, and seek counsel from other godly people in your life and pursue that 

direction? Or do you just go on about your business and do what you’re doing, what 

you’re comfortable with and expect that, since you prayed, God will just bless that? 
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Saul was a man that listened to the direction he received. And it cost him. It put 

him in some difficult situations. 

 

Incidentally, that’s not uncommon for servants of God. Speaking of difficult 

situations, have a look at the next few verses in Acts 9 where God calls on another 

man<although this man, Ananias, didn’t need converting; he was already serving 

God. 

 

Verse 10: 10There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord said to him 

in a vision, ‚Ananias.‛ 

 

‚Here I am, Lord,‛ he replied. 

 
11‚Get up and go to the street called Straight,‛ the Lord said to him, ‚to the house of 

Judas, and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying there. 12In a vision he has 

seen a man named Ananias coming in and placing his hands on him so that he may regain his 

sight.‛ 

 
13‚Lord,‛ Ananias answered, ‚I have heard from many people about this man, how much 

harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has authority here from the chief priests 

to arrest all who call on your name.‛ 

 
15But the Lord said to him, ‚Go, for this man is my chosen instrument to take my name 

to Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. 16I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.‛ 

 
17Ananias went and entered the house. He placed his hands on him and said, ‚Brother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that 

you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.‛ 

 
18At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got 

up and was baptized. 19And after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 

How do we know that Ananias is a servant of God, (other than the fact that verse 

10 tells us he’s a disciple)? We know he serves God because of his response to 

God<and the Lord said to him in a vision, ‚Ananias.‛ ‚Here I am, Lord,‛ he replied. 
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This is a man that is accustomed to hearing the voice of God and he recognizes 

him instantly. 

 

Not too long ago Pastor John used an illustration of a city boy that invited a 

country friend of his to visit him, and as they were walking along, the country boy 

picked out the sound of a cricket in all the noise of the big city. Even though his buddy 

told him he was nuts, he began the search and very shortly, in the dirt and leaves 

surrounding a potted tree, of all things, he picked up a cricket. If your ears are tuned to 

hear<you’ll hear<even in the noise. 

 

So Ananias responds to the voice of the God that he recognizes and here’s what 

God directs him to do<Verse 11: ‚Get up and go to the street called Straight,‛ the Lord said 

to him, ‚to the house of Judas, and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying 

there. 

 

Before we go on I want to call your attention to something in this verse. God tells 

Ananias to go to this house and that Saul is praying there. Isn’t that strange? Saul was 

one of the Jewish religious elite<I’m sure he had prayed thousands of times before. So 

why go to the trouble to mention that Saul is praying? Could it be that Saul really is 

praying for the first time? 

 

A lot of ‚religious prayer‛ is hauling out a book and reading from it or 

memorizing something that is simply repeated over and over. There’s no praying there 

in the sense that I believe what prayer is<a constant conversation with God. Get out of 

the mindset that rattling off these little ditties is conversation, or even pleasing to God. 

There’s no intentionality to it at all, let alone is it a conversation! 

 

On February 14th, 2013<back when I thought I was some kinda FaceBook poet, 

or something, I wrote the following to my wife on the morning of our 21st anniversary: 

 

My Dearest Love, 

You multiply my successes, 

You divide my failures. 

You add unspeakable joy to my existence, 

And take away so many of my fears. 

(chicks dig math skills<) 
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Because of you, I am a greater man than I could ever have become alone.  

Thank you for doing all you do to bless me and our wonderful children daily.  

You continue to bring love and laughter into our home; and I am amazed at my good 

fortune every time I look at you. I love you with all my heart, and thank God every 

day that He allows me to share life with you. 

 

Awwww<.yeah. Nice sentiment, but imagine for a moment that I began or 

ended every day with those words. Do you think we’d still be married? 

 

Has your prayer life become rote? Do you pray the same way morning, noon and 

night? Do you have this certain little pattern, this way of making sure you get in all the 

important stuff? ‚Thank you for this blessing, take care of my kids, my parents, my 

job‛<now-I-lay-me-down-to-sleep-type prayers? C’mon guys<get real with God. 

Take a lesson from Saul here<put down all that ritualistic stuff and get on your knees 

and get real with him. 

 

Verse 12: 12In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and placing his 

hands on him so that he may regain his sight.‛ 

 

Ananias has a vision to go to Saul and meet him where he is praying, and Saul 

has a vision to tell him that Ananias is coming! God’s working from both ends to 

accomplish his purposes.  

 

Remember a few minutes ago I asked you if when you pray for direction<1) are 

you listening for God’s direct response to you, and 2) are you seeking the counsel of 

other godly people? The pattern in scripture is that if God is strongly moving you 

toward a specific direction, you’re not the only one that he’s telling! 

 

In Acts 10, Peter receives a vision from the Lord telling him that there are three 

men at the gate inquiring for him and to go with them and ask no questions and not to 

call unclean those whom the Lord had cleansed. 

 

On the other end, the Centurion received a vision in which he was instructed to 

send messengers to Joppa to invite Peter to come to his house. 
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Now not every decision you’ll make in your life will be this cut-and-dried, 

obviously, but we would do well to tune our ears to God when asking for direction 

and pay attention to what we hear from him<and other servants of him. 

 

So In verses 11 and 12 God tells Ananias what he’s been tasked to do and who it 

is that he’s going to see, and in verses 13 and 14 we get what I like to call Ananias’s 

‚say what‛ moment. 

 
13‚Lord,‛ Ananias answered, ‚I have heard from many people about this man, how much 

harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has authority here from the chief priests 

to arrest all who call on your name.‛ 

 

‚Hey Lord<you know who this guy is, right? Are you sure he’s not just playing 

along to get the scoop on where all your followers are hanging out?‛ Back in verse 10 

God calls on Ananias and he responds to the call, he makes himself available to God’s 

will<but now he questions God<‛are you sure this is where you wanna go here?‛ 

 

In verses 15 and 16 God re-affirms to Ananias that Saul is his man. This guy, the 

one that has persecuted his church, is now going to be used by God to build it. God’s 

gonna flip him. And with that reassurance, Ananias<obeys. 

 

Verse 17: 17Ananias went and entered the house. He placed his hands on him and said, 

‚Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me 

so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.‛ 

 
18At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got 

up and was baptized. 19And after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 

And that’s the last we hear of Ananias<but certainly not the last we hear of Saul, 

or as we usually call him<Paul. Paul<changed directions. He knew who he was and 

who he was going to serve from that moment on.  

 

In Acts 26:14, Paul is in court in front of King Agrippa, and in relating the 

Damascus road encounter to him Paul says: We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice 

speaking to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick 

against the goads.’ 
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‚Kicking against the goads‛ is what an untrained bull ox does when you put him 

into a yoke to put him to work<usually pulling a plow. The harder he kicks, the more 

painful the pricks of the goad become. Now the plowman isn’t employing a goad for 

giggles, he uses it to teach the ox that he wants him to go a certain direction at a certain 

speed. It’s not torture, it’s training. And as the ox matures, he gets it. The yoke goes on, 

the ox goes to work and pulls toward the plowman’s goal. 

 

Man, if you think for a minute that there’s no way God can use little ol’ you for 

his purposes<think again. You just have to know who you are. Who God says you 

are. And you have to commit to serve him however he calls you to serve. 

 

If you’re an Ananias, already a disciple of Jesus, you still need to remain open to 

the possibility, the probability, really, that God is gonna throw you some curve balls. 

He’s going to put you in some predicaments that you aren’t comfortable with. Be 

ready<in fact, be looking for them. Some of the best stuff happens in those moments. 

 

If you’re a Saul, and you’re stomping down this path of doing what you think is 

the right thing to do, I pray that God gets hold of you. Not necessarily by knocking 

you down and blinding you, but hey, if that’s what it takes to get you to understand 

that he’s got something for you to do< 

 

Maybe you’re in your own Damascus road encounter right now<you feel like 

you’ve been gut-punched<things aren’t going the way you thought they should be by 

now. Maybe God is asking you to change directions. Maybe he’s telling you<‛Hey, 

it’s hard to kick against the goads<quit it. Go this way.‛ 

 

If you’re hearing that today, I invite you to come to the front of the sanctuary as 

we sing this last song. There will be elders here to pray with you<ask God to restore 

your sight<to strengthen you< to faithfully serve him and follow him. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 


