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The Manger V: The Christ 

Merry Christmas! 

The wait is almost over! Christmas is almost here! 

Jesus says in John 14:23; “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. 
My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 
with him…” 

“We will come to him…” What a wonderful promise! What a comforting 
promise! We don’t have to find our way to God… we can’t! But He 
comes to us!  

God comes for us! And on this Christmas Eve, we celebrate that that 
wait is over!  

Joy to the world! The Lord has come… for us!  

A father took his two sons fishing on a pier at the beach. While the dad 
was busy watching the rods and bobbers his two sons, a 12-year old 
and a 3-year old, were playing along the dock. The 12 year old was 
supposed to be watching his little brother but he got distracted. The 3-
year old, named Billy, wanted to see if he could reach the water. So, 
lying on his belly, he squeezed himself through the bottom of the pier 
fencing and he stretched his little arm down over the edge toward the 
water. He was just a little short, so he scootched himself a little farther 
over the edge. As he did that, Billy, who couldn’t swim… lost his balance 
and fell into the water, which was about 15 or 20 feet deep. 
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The splash alerted the older brother who screamed for help and Dad 
came running! He jumped off the pier into the water, and swam down, 
but he wasn’t able to see anything or feel his son.  He came up for air. 
Sick with panic, the father dove right back down into the murky salt 
water and began to feel everywhere around the bottom. Again, he 
couldn’t feel anything and was forced to come back up for air. 

On his way up his arm bumped into something. It was little Billy, whose 
arms were locked in a death grip around one of the pilings of the pier, 
about 4 feet under the surface. Prying the boy’s fingers loose, the 
father swam to the surface with his boy in tow! 

After getting back to the shore the dad held on to Billy tightly for 
several minutes. Then, after his tears had stopped, and his nerves had 
calmed down a bit, the father asked Billy, “What on earth were you 
doing down there hanging onto the piling so far under the water?”               
And little Billy answered in a typical 3 year old’s matter of fact manner 
saying, "I was just waiting for you dad, just waiting for you." 

Church, today we celebrate the wait is over! We celebrate the fact that 
some 2000 years ago, God came for us! God left the glory and the 
splendor of heaven, a place where there is no pain and no sickness, no 
accidents, no hurt, and no death.   

God left that wonderfully incredible place and He plunged into this 
dark, gloomy world on a rescue mission! A rescue mission for all of us 
who are drowning! A rescue mission for all of us who are barely 
hanging on! A rescue mission for all of us who are lost in the darkness.                               
God came for us!  

That first Christmas in that stable in Bethlehem, God came for us! That 
little baby, in that manger, lying on straw, in a crude feeding trough, 
was God Himself come to us… come for us! 
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Tonight, as we celebrate that child and what He would ultimately do for 
us as our Savior, I want you to focus on that truth! That glorious truth! 

The truth that the great God who created the universe, the great God 
who is Lord and Master of all things for all eternity, the great God who 
spoke the stars into existence and knows them by name, that God, 
came for you! He came for you! Put your own name in there! God 
Almighty came for John, came for Sam, came for Sally, came for you!  

Tonight I want you to let that truth fill your heart! God came for you!  

He came because He couldn’t stand the thought of leaving you and me 
where we were! He couldn’t stand the thought of leaving you and me in 
the condition we were in without Him! 

And without Christ, trapped in our sins, we were in a hopeless 
situation! Hear the words of the prophet Isaiah: All of us have become 
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
(Isaiah 64:6)  

But because Christ came, because He lived a sinless life, because He 
was willing to die as a payment for our sin and because He rose from 
the grave conquering death, we have indeed been rescued!  

The Apostle Paul tells us in Colossians 2:13-14;                                                
13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with 
its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 

That little baby in the manger on that first Christmas morning, would 
grow up to go to that cross, to pay the price we couldn’t pay so he 
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could forever be with us!! He would redeem us! He would snatch us 
from the world of sin and death we were hopelessly trapped in and 
establish us eternally as His precious sons and daughters! 

John tells us in 1 John 3:1; See what kind of love the Father has given to 
us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.  

I’m not one who thinks too much of sequels.  

The original movie, the original book is almost always superior.  

But I did come across a sequel recently that I found simply wonderful! A 
sequel I believe each of us can, in some way, relate to. 

It’s actually a true story, and it goes like this: 

A few years back, a couple of Americans missionaries were invited by 
the Russian Department of Education to teach morals and ethics based 
on Biblical principles in a village in Russia. One of the places they were 
to visit, was a large orphanage. 

In the orphanage… there were about one hundred boys and girls who 
had been abandoned, abused and left in the care of a government. The 
missionaries visit coincided with Christmas, so they decided to share 
the story of Christmas with the children. 

So they began, Mary and Joseph arriving in Bethlehem. 

Finding no room in the inn, the couple went to a stable where the baby 
Jesus was born and placed in a manger. 

 

Throughout the story the children and even the orphanage staff sat in 
rapt attention, completely caught up and enthralled! It was apparent 



5 
 

this was the first time they’d ever heard the story of the birth of Jesus! 
The missionaries were touched by the way the children seemed to hang 
on to and soak up every word! 

Then the Americans gave the children three small pieces of cardboard 
to make a crude manger. And each child was given a small paper 
square… cut from yellow napkins. Following instructions, the children 
tore the paper into strips and carefully laid them in the manger for 
straw. Small squares of flannel, cut from a worn-out nightgown, were 
used for the baby’s blanket. A doll-like baby was cut from a sheet of tan 
felt. As the orphans were busy assembling their mangers the 
missionaries walked among them to offer help.  

All was going smoothly, until one of the workers came to a table where 
little Misha sat. Misha was about 6 years old and had finished his 
project. 

But there was something different about this child’s manger. There, in 
the manger, lay not one, but two babies. Quickly, the missionaries 
called for the translator to ask the boy why there were two babies in his 
manger. Crossing his arms in front of him and looking very seriously at 
his completed manger scene, the child began to repeat the Christmas 
story. 

Now remember, Misha had only heard the story once, but he related it 
extremely accurately. 

Until he came to the part where Mary put the baby Jesus in the 
manger. Then, Misha started to ad lib. The young boy made up his own 
ending to the story… his own sequel.   

He said, "And when Mary laid the baby in the manger, Jesus looked at 
me and asked me if I had a place to stay. I told him, I have no mamma 
and I have no papa, so I don’t have any place to stay. Then Jesus told 
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me I could stay with him. But I told him I couldn’t, because I didn’t have 
a gift to give him like everybody else did. But I wanted to stay with Jesus 
so much! So I thought about what I had that maybe I could use for a 
gift. I thought maybe if I kept him warm, that would be a good gift. 

So I asked Jesus, ‘If I keep you warm, will that be a good enough gift?’ 
And Jesus told me, ‘If you keep me warm, that will be the best gift 
anybody ever gave me.’  So I got into the manger with Jesus.  And then 
Jesus looked at me and he told me I could stay with him… for always.” 

That is a pretty good sequel, isn’t it? That is the message of Christmas! 

Jesus Christ came on that first Christmas for you! He came to make a 
way for Him to be with you, for always, forever!  

That’s the good news we celebrate this Christmas! That’s the good 
news Jesus has called us to not only hold on to in our hearts, but to 
share with the world!  

That’s the good news of this Christmas Eve!  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone! (Isaiah 9:2) 

Now that we have seen the light, now that the light shines on us and in 
us, Jesus, whose birth we celebrate, has called on us to let that light 
shine through us! To take that light from here… into the world!  

Will you do it?  

 

 

Let’s pray! 
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Father! We love you! We love you because you have loved us so dearly 
and so deeply! You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ to us… for us… to rescue 
us… to be with us! 

What gift can we possibly give in return?  

You have called us to be the light of the world! Lord, we pray that we 
would be faithful to let your love… your light… flood our hearts… flood 
our lives… so that it pours out from us… and shines before others… 
those who don’t know you… those whom you desperately seek.  

We pray our lives would be a witness of your love… of your light. We 
pray for strength and for courage so that all that we do… all that we 
say… would be a beacon to the lost… and would draw the men and 
women and children of this world you so desire… to you! And that they 
would see you… see your great love for them… and give their hearts to 
you! 

We thank you for Jesus! It’s in His precious name we pray… Amen!   

 


