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On a Mission… 

Good morning! 

It’s good to see everyone!  

Today is a joint service, folks who come to our regular 10am service and 

noon service, meeting in the middle to celebrate Missions Sunday! 

And if that weren’t enough we’re even throwing a couple of baptisms in 

at the end of the service.  

If you’re a visitor, you picked a good day to hang with us! 

So, let’s get right to it. 

It’s Missions Sunday, so let’s look at a Missions story.  

Turn in your Bibles to the fourth chapter of the book of John, John 4. 

While you’re turning there, let me ask you something. 

Do you know Baxter Road Bible Church tithes on the tithe? That is, we 

give 10 percent of all you give to the work of missions. Do you know 

that? You need to. As a result of our tithing on the tithe we are able to 

support 35 missionaries and 9 missionary organizations.  

That’s pretty cool! The world is being changed the kingdom of heaven 

on earth is being built thanks to your generosity! 

OK, John, chapter four. This is the story of the woman at the well.  

Jesus and this Samaritan woman who is truly an outcast in her own 

community have this incredible interaction.  
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Jesus speaks to her, she’s amazed, since He’s a Jew and she’s a 

Samaritan woman, that was a big cultural no-no.  

The conversation begins with Jesus asking this woman for a drink of 

water. Jesus then tells her, “If you knew who I was, you’d ask me and I 

would give you living water.” The conversation gets awkward when 

proceeds to tell this woman she’s had five husbands and currently lives 

with a man who’s not her husband.  

Immediately self-conscious of her situation, the woman tries to change 

the subject and asks a question about religion, “We Samaritans say 

we’re supposed to worship God on the mountain, you Jews say the only 

place to worship God is in the Temple in Jerusalem.” Basically she’s 

asking who’s right, who’s wrong? And in chapter 4 verse 21 Jesus says: 

“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain 

nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
22 

You worship what you 

do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23 

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 

people to worship him. 
24 

God is spirit, and those who worship him must 

worship in spirit and truth.” 
25 

The woman said to him, “I know that 

Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell 

us all things.” 
26 

Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”                  

(John 4:21-26) 

Wow! 

So this woman has an encounter with Jesus. Jesus weaves the 

conversation around to a spiritual aspect and the woman reveals her 

heart a bit.  
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She hears Jesus say God is looking for people who will worship Him in 

Spirit and in truth, and then she responds almost longingly, “I know 

Messiah is coming one day, and when He does, He’ll explain it all.”  

Then, at that crucial juncture, when the woman has basically 

acknowledged her need for the Messiah, her need for a Savior,         

Jesus, for the first time publically, announces to this outcast woman: 

“That’s me, I’m the Messiah.” 

This news absolutely changes this woman! And we know that it 

absolutely changes this woman because of what she does next.          

Look in verses 28 and 29,  

28 
So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to 

the people, 
29 

“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this 

be the Christ?” 

Understand, this woman was without a doubt, the outcastest of the 

outcasts of this little town of Sychar! Undoubtedly, no person was so 

openly gossiped about, or routinely and publically shamed than this 

woman. She was someone who had been married and unmarried five 

times! Now she’s living with someone out of wedlock! 

It’s hard to conceive a situation more humiliating for a human being at 

that point in time! Some people believe she was a promiscuous woman. 

Maybe, but there’s nothing in the Scripture that would indicate that. 

Divorce was permitted in those days, simply by a husband declaring 

publically that his wife was a bad wife.  
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So for whatever reason, this woman had been unmarried by five 

husbands and was living with a man who she wasn’t married to, 

probably just to have a place to stay, probably just to survive! She 

wasn’t a good person, and everyone knew it, and she knew it! 

We know her reputation was a heavy burden for her because of the 

fact she chose to make the trek out of town to this well to get water all 

alone, in the heat of the day.  

Usually, the women of a town would share that chore because it was 

safer, it took less work and, and they did it in the morning, when it was 

cooler. 

So we know the revelation of Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, was life 

changing for this woman because the very first thing she does after 

hearing this news is run back to town to share it with the town’s 

people, the very people who she had been working so hard to avoid! 

Meeting Jesus, this woman’s errand had changed! She had gone from 

collecting water so she could live through the day to delivering living 

water to the entire town of Sychar so they could live eternally! 

This woman heard the words of Jesus and a missionary was born! 

This is an absolute universal model for missions! Someone hears the 

good news of the Gospel, their lives are changed, now they have to tell 

somebody! 

I think, too often, the church doesn’t understand missions.  Too often, 

missions, has become just another church word. And far too often we, 

as individual Christians, individual followers of Jesus Christ, don’t 

understand our role in missions. 
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We don’t understand even though Scripture makes our role actually 

pretty clear! 

Jesus tells us in John 14:15, “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments.” 

And we know Jesus commanded us to go into the mission field.                 

In Matthew 28:19-20 He says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you.” 

We know this, but way too often we don’t do this! 

Our mission is to tell people about Jesus. Our mission is to spread the 

gospel. Our mission is to build the kingdom of heaven on earth.  

So, let me ask you, where is your mission field? Who is your mission 

field? What task is God calling you to accomplish? Because God has 

called you! God is calling you! 

And Jesus says if you love God, you’ll obey Him! 

That’s what this woman did! Look again at verse 29 of our passage in 

John, this woman, who that morning, probably did everything she could 

to avoid talking to the towns people, goes right up to them and says, 

“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 

Christ?”  

This woman, quite literally, a brand new follower of Jesus, opens her 

mouth and out come the words of an apostle! 

That’s what Matthew Henry says! Adam Clarke says the same thing, 

calling this woman, the first apostle of Christ to Samaria. 
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One thing we have to get over, absolutely have to get over if we’re 

going to be successful in our mission, is this fear of Christian titles.  

Most of us think of an apostle as someone like the disciples, Jesus 12. 

We shun to think of ourselves in that company! 

I get that. We’re not exactly like those guys. But, that kind of an apostle 

is not the only kind of apostle. The word apostle simply means, one 

sent, specifically, one sent with a commission.  

That’s us! We’re called, we’re sent, we’ve been commissioned to do the 

work of the kingdom of heaven!  

Look at the woman at the well, she was with Jesus for only a few 

minutes and now, here she is confidently sharing the gospel! 

As one writer put it, “She went to the well a specimen of impurity, and 

returns a teacher of evangelical truth.” 

How does she do that? I suppose the question should be, how do any of 

us do that?  

The answer is through a genuine conversion and the empowering of 

God’s Holy Spirit! 

This woman met Jesus and she was changed! 

If you have truly met Jesus, you’ve been changed! And let me say if you 

think you’ve met Jesus, but you haven’t been changed, you haven’t met 

Jesus! 

Meeting Jesus changes you! It changed the woman at the well. It 

changed the Apostle Paul! It changed Peter, and John, and everyone 

else who has ever truly met Jesus! 
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And it changes you! Meeting Jesus empowers you! Listen to what Jesus 

says in John 14:12, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will 

do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, 

because I am going to the Father.”  

It was God, through the faith of this woman at the well, that 

empowered this woman, qualified this woman to accomplish her 

mission! 

And He does the same with you! 

Years ago, I taught High School at Heritage High School, a Christian 

school. One day, we had a missionary from Africa speak to my class. 

This man related to us the story of how missionaries had come to his 

village, and shared the gospel with them. This man’s village believed. 

They became Christ followers. As they grew in their faith, this man said 

they realized, they too were called to go into the mission field. They 

thought about it and realized they had no training. They realized they 

had no money. As the man put it, the pastor of their church didn’t have 

a penny for a decent pair of trousers. Nevertheless, they felt compelled 

to go and so they did. They sent a team of missionaries into a part of 

their country where the Muslim faith had a stronghold. The Muslims 

had money, they built beautiful mosques, they had money to give to 

the poor, money they used to influence people to accept Islam. All 

these Christian missionaries had was the gospel. But you know what? 

Thousands of people in that region came to accept Jesus as their Savior! 

That number has no doubt grown to tens of thousands! Not because 

these missionaries had graduated from some great missions program, 

but because they had faith that God would take care of them and they 

would have success if they just obeyed His call on their lives!  
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You want to be successful in the mission God has called you to?               

You want to be qualified to accomplish that mission? You want to be 

empowered to accomplish your mission? Choose to obey God’s call on 

your life! 

When you do this is what will happen; doing the work of God will 

become the most important thing to you! You will get a burden for 

doing the work God has called you to! And that will happen because 

what’s important to God will become what’s important to you! 

What’s important to Jesus? Look back at our passage at verse 32. The 

disciples have showed up now, bringing Jesus lunch and telling Him to 

eat. And Jesus says to them: 

“I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
33 

So the disciples said 

to one another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?” 
34 

Jesus 

said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 

accomplish his work. 
35 

Do you not say, „There are yet four months, then 

comes the harvest‟? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the 

fields are white for harvest…”  

When Jesus is saying this, I believe He was pointing to the road which 

by this time was full of Samaritans coming from the town to see just 

who this Jesus was that the woman at the well was talking about.  

Jesus is telling the disciples, and He’s telling us, “Here comes the thing 

that sustains me! People coming into a relationship with my Father! It’s 

the one thing that gives me joy like nothing else! And it will sustain you 

and give you joy, if you’ll just accept this mission I’m calling you to!” 
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Do you want the deep satisfaction from life that you’ve been searching 

for? That satisfaction that has eluded you, no matter what you do in or 

with your life? Then answer the call of God on your life then you will 

find your purpose! 

A pastor I know from Michigan, his name is Dean Trune, tells this story, 

and it’s a powerful story. It’s a true story and I know I’ve told it before, 

but it’s worth repeating.  

This pastor who was a friend of Dean Trune was at work one day when 

a member of his congregation dropped by unannounced. The man 

asked the pastor if he had time to talk. The pastor was really busy, and 

was about to run some errands, but he recognized the urgency in the 

man’s voice so he said, “Sure. Hop in my car we’ll talk while I run these 

errands.” The man agreed. So off they went.  

A couple of minutes into the drive, the man cut right to the chase. He 

told his pastor, “I’ve been thinking about this for a very long time. I have 

no real purpose in my life and I can’t live like that. So I’ve decided 

tonight, I’m going to kill myself. I just wanted you to know.” 

The pastor immediately went into pastor mode. He did his best to try 

and talk the man out of his plan. But no matter what he said, the man 

was simply determined to go ahead with his plans for suicide. After an 

hour of trying to get the man to change his mind, the pastor changed 

his tactics. He said, “Fine, if you want to kill yourself, let’s get you to kill 

yourself so God gets the glory.” The man said, “What?” The pastor 

answered, “Seriously. I know how we can accomplish that! I have a 

friend who is a pastor in Uganda.  
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Every time they send someone into the jungle there to take Bibles, to 

the people, they get killed. We’ll load you up with Bibles, send you to 

the jungles of Uganda, the Bibles will get dispersed, you’ll get killed and 

God will get the glory.”  

The man looked at the pastor and said, “Dude, you’re crazy!” The 

pastor said, “Seriously, I can arrange it!”  

After thinking about it for a few minutes, the man agreed! 

So they got him ready to go to Uganda. It took a couple of months but 

off he went, into the jungle with a load of Bibles. 

A few weeks later, the pastor got a phone call, it was from the man, he 

said, “It didn’t work!” The pastor said, “Stay there, we’ll send more 

Bibles, you can try it again!” So they did and the man went back into 

the Jungle again.  

A couple of weeks later, the pastor got another call, it was the man 

again. He said, “It didn’t work this time either! But that’s OK, I don’t 

want to die anymore because I’ve found my purpose in life!”  

People! Do you know your purpose in life?  

If you don’t, let me tell you what God says it is! This comes from                

1 Peter 2:9, are you ready? As a follower of Jesus Christ, as a disciple of 

Jesus Christ this is your purpose:  …you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. 
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Loved ones! The harvest is now! And God desires we all pitch in and do 

our part! 

The harvest is an opportunity to work alongside Jesus! To work 

alongside your heavenly Father!  

And please understand, the harvest is urgent work! The harvest is 

short! No matter how long it lasts it’s too short! We can’t afford to wait 

to work the harvest! The longer we wait, the more of the harvest will 

spoil, the more of the harvest will be lost!  

Don’t say, “I’m not ready!” Jesus makes you ready! 

Don’t say, “I’m not qualified!” Jesus qualifies you!  

Don’t say, “I need to finish this or that first.” The work you do in the 

harvest is the most important work you’ll ever do! 

Don’t say, “I just can’t run off to a foreign country right now!” Hey! 

Jesus might not be calling you to go to a foreign country, but He is 

calling you to go across the street to your unsaved neighbor! He is 

calling you to go across your cubicle at work to your unsaved co-

worker! He is calling you to go across the kitchen table to your unsaved 

family member!  

Don’t say, “No” until you’ve talked to God in prayer about it! God has 

your missionary job all lined out for you! If you want to know what 

exactly it is, you just need to ask!  

With us today are a bunch of the missionaries that this church supports. 

I’m going to introduce them to you. You can’t miss them, they’re 

wearing the orange Lanyards. When the service is over we’re going to 

dismiss everyone, and we’ll have some lunch together.  
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Please, I encourage you to go up and engage these missionaries in real 

conversation. Learn a little about them, ask questions about what 

they’re doing. Ask how you can get involved in what they’re doing. 

They’re good people! They don’t bite! Well, most of them don’t bite. 

Don Ernst bites but the rest are really good people! Use this 

opportunity to get to know these missionaries and the work they do. It 

will inspire you! I promise! 

 

 


