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Our Core Values III: We Are Loving Family! 

Sermon: 

Good morning/afternoon! 

It is good to be here with all of you! I love my church family!  

Family is one of God’s most precious gifts… but how many understand 

family and dealing with family… can at times be trying and confusing? 

Consider the family situation of 76 year old Bill Baker of London, 

England. He married Edna Harvey... and their family drama… was 

beyond confusing!  

You see Edna just happened to be Bill’s granddaughter’s husband’s 

mother.  

After the wedding, Bill’s granddaughter Lynn… sat down and tried to 

figure out the new family tree… which she said now looked like this: 

"My mother-in-law is now my step-grandmother. My grandfather is 

now my stepfather-in-law. My mom is my sister-in-law and my brother 

is my nephew. But even crazier is that I’m now married to my uncle and 

my own children are my cousins." 

Think about that as you prepare to deal with your family issues this 

holiday season!  

Today… we’re wrapping up a three part series on Our Core Values.  

Core values are who we are… the ingredients God baked into us… that 

make us who we are… and equip us for who God wants us to be… and 

what God wants us to do!  
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It’s my desire… and the desire of the other pastors and elders… that 

these core values would be quickly and easily identifiable to… and 

embraced by…. all those who call Baxter Road Bible Church their home. 

That these core values would be imprinted on the heart of every 

member of Baxter Road Bible Church! And that even those just visiting 

us… would leave here knowing who we are! 

When you think of these core values… we want you to recognize 

yourself in them… recognize this body in them, to be able to take a 

moment and process them, then be able to say with conviction, “Yeah, 

that is us!”  

When you hear our core values, we want you to be inspired and 

energized… we want them to be a source of strength for you and for 

this body! We want you to genuinely value these truths about who we 

are! Because a core value is of no value unless it encourages us to 

accomplish the mission at hand!  

And as disciples of Jesus Christ… our mission is clear: 19 
Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

Over the last two weeks… we’ve talked about two of our three core 

values... On October 14th, I started this series with our first core value… 

that we are Bible believing.  
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We… here at Baxter Road Bible Church absolutely believe the Bible is 

God’s Word! It’s the book God wrote… which He has preserved for us 

and protected for us over the ages. God’s Word… spoken to us… 

spoken for us!  

The Bible is indispensible in training us to become the disciples God has 

called us to be… to live the way God has called us to live! And because 

all of that is true… we believe with all of our hearts…The Bible is the 

foundation for all that we do in this church! 

Last week… I talked about our second core value: We are prayer 

centered!  

We talked about how important an ongoing conversation with God is 

to our relationship with God! We talked about how… as a prayer 

centered church through the power of prayer… we are a worshiping 

church, a giving church and a soul winning church! And though that’s 

who we are… we’re not satisfied where we are… we want more of all of 

those things!   

I challenged this body to double down on our commitment to prayer… 

and some of you even responded! This morning… at 9am a group of 

people showed up to pray for our Sunday morning services… and they 

committed to do that regularly! If you’re interested in joining that band 

of prayer warriors… there’s still time… and there’s plenty of room! 

Show up at the classroom… downstairs next Sunday… 9am! 

And that leads us to our third and final core value… and as I share that 

with you… let’s unveil the artwork that represents that value... which is: 

We are loving family! 
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Loving family! We are indeed relational beings… created by a 

relational God to be in relationship with Him… and with each other!  

We lovingly serve each other… and our community… connecting people 

to Jesus Christ! And we do that… because that’s what Jesus has asked 

us to do… that’s what Jesus has commissioned us to do!  

Open your Bibles to the 13th chapter of the book of John… John 13… 

verses 34 and 35… Hear the command of our Lord and Savior… to us… 

the ones who have committed to following Him… and being His 

disciples! 

Jesus tells us in John 13:34-35, “A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”                              

Keep your Bibles open there, we’ll be coming back to that verse in a 

little bit. 

Loving family… serving each other… serving our community… and 

connecting people to Jesus!  

That’s who we are! Because that’s who God made us to be! 

We serve each other. We take meals to one another when someone is 

sick, or is in a situation that makes it hard for them to cook for 

themselves.  We visit our brothers and sisters who are ill. 

We make blankets for new moms… and for people in our community 

who need blankets. 

We have people here who regularly go to the prisons… and visit with… 

and establish relationships with the people there! People who 

desperately need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ! 
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Baxter Road Bible Church tithes on the tithe! That is… we take ten 

percent of all the money you give to this church… and we dedicate that 

to the work of missions. As a result… this church supports 20-some 

missionaries and missionary organizations… in Alaska… and throughout 

the world! 

In the month of December… we take all the money you give… and give 

it to the poor and to the needy of our community… and of the world! 

And since we began doing that in 2011… this church has given more 

than half a million dollars to that great cause! 

That’s what we do… because that’s who we are!  

We are a loving family! 

Today… in the bulk of this message… I want to break that down. I want 

to get to the nuts and bolts of what that means and how that’s 

supposed to look.  

When we speak of loving family… we need to start by understanding 

who it is that we love. Yes… we love each other… but what is the basis 

for that love?  

The obvious answer is… the basis for loving our church family… is the 

love we have for Jesus… right?  

We know… that everything we know about love… and God’s love for 

us… starts with God loving us. John tells us that in 1 John 4:10, This is 

love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
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God’s love for us… blindsides us… basically. When we recognize the 

great God of the universe… who created everything… loves and cares 

for us… such seemingly small and insignificant beings in the vastness of 

creation… we’re blown away!  

That’s what David wrote in Psalm 8…  When I look at your heavens, the 

work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 

place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that 

you care for him? (Psalm 8:3-4) 

In the vastness of creation… God searches us out! He has come looking 

for you! For me! For us! God sent His Son, Jesus Christ… to seek and 

save the lost! (Luke 19:10) 

The recognition of that truth… the realization of that truth… that God 

not only knows about… but cares about us… drives us to our knees!  

It’s like God seeks us… then tosses His lasso of love that wraps around 

us and captures us!   

Having just an inkling of understanding that God desires me… despite 

all of my flaws… despite all of my depravity… despite all of those things 

about me that I spend so very much time and energy trying to hide 

from everyone else… God knows those things… and still… God wants to 

be with me… He still loves me! And I’m left with no other appropriate 

response… but to love Him back, the best I can! 

How can I repay the LORD for his goodness to me, the Psalmist asks…           

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD!  

(Psalm 116:12-13) 
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That’s who we love… and why we love Him! 

And as part of His great love for us… God has called us to be a part of 

His family!  

1 John 3:1 proclaims, How great is the love the Father has lavished on 

us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!  

Loved ones, I hope as you read those words… and hear those words… 

that they would never lose their power! I hope the wonder of that 

incredible realization of just how much God really loves you and desires 

to be with you… not just in some distant, “He’s God over there, and 

we’re His people over here and we see Him on Sundays” kind of way… 

but in a truly Emmanuel, God with us… holding us closer than the air 

around us way… I hope that realization always give you chills, always 

stir up in you… in us a genuine desire for our hearts to beat in sync with 

His heart!  

Hear that verse again: How great is the love the Father has lavished on 

us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 

Now… as bona fide members of the family of God… we have 

responsibilities to our family. What are they?  

Jesus spells that out to us in the verse we spoke of a bit earlier… John 

13:34-35 34 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

By this all men will know 

that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

And if Jesus had just left it at that… we could have… and probably 

would have by now… parsed that command down to bits and pieces of 

actions and behaviors that we could do to check off that box… that 

have very little… if anything… to do with actually loving one another. 
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But Jesus didn’t leave it at that.  

Jesus combined His new command… with an incredible example.                         

An example we also find in the 13th chapter of John’s gospel… back in 

verses 1 through 5. Let’s look there…  

John 13:1-5, It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the 

time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having 

loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent 

of his love.
2 

The evening meal was being served, and the devil had 

already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 
3 

Jesus 

knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had 

come from God and was returning to God; 
4 

so he got up from the meal, 

took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5 

After 

that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples‟ feet, 

drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  

In the final hours before His arrest, torture and crucifixion… Jesus 

wanted to make sure His disciples understood… the heart of the task 

He was leaving them with! 

The disciples are all gathered with Jesus in the upper room… dinner is 

about to be served… and then… Jesus… who is as fully God as He is fully 

man… gets up… puts on an apron… and washes the disciples feet.  

A couple of things I want us to notice from this passage… of which, truly 

we’re only doing the most cursory fly-by… the first thing is that John is 

careful to point out Jesus knew who He was! 

Verse one says,  Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this 

world and go to the Father. 
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And then… in verse three, Jesus knew that the Father had put all things 

under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to 

God… 

When it comes to Christians loving their families, and witnessing the 

love of Jesus to the world… it is crucially important that we understand 

who we are! 

We know… as people who have called on Jesus as Lord and Savior… 

people who have a genuine relationship with Jesus… we are children of 

God! That’s who we are! That’s why 1 John 3:1 is so powerful in our 

lives! How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we 

should be called children of God! And that is what we are!  

Do you know who you are? Are you secure in your identity? It’s only 

when we are secure in who we are… that we’ll know where to get the 

power to do the job Jesus has called us to!  

Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 13:5, Or do you not realize this about 

yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? 

And he reminds us of that glorious truth again in Colossians 1:27,           

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious 

riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

We are children of God… empowered by Christ in us! Don’t ever forget 

that!  

The next thing I want us to notice from this passage… is how Jesus 

demonstrated His love for us. We see that in verses four and five… 
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4 
so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 

towel around his waist. 
5 

After that, he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash his disciples‟ feet, drying them with the towel that was 

wrapped around him.  

We can’t miss this… Jesus demonstrates His love for us… by serving us! 

Service is a major love language of our God! Do you know that? 

The sovereign Lord… the Messiah… washes the feet of His disciples… 

and forever redefines the very nature of our relationships!                               

This is what Jesus meant in Mark 9:35… when after the disciples were 

arguing over who was the most important… Jesus declares, “If anyone 

would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 

And what does Jesus’ serving look like? Here are three aspects of His 

service we can glean from John 13:  

The first… Jesus served with humility! Look at verses four and five 

again… 4 
so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 

wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5 
After that, he poured water into a 

basin and began to wash his disciples‟ feet, drying them with the towel 

that was wrapped around him.  

The King of glory… the Alpha and the Omega, the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah shuns the robes of royalty that are truly due Him… and instead 

He puts on an apron… the very uniform of a servant! 

It is such a demonstration of humility! Humility… knowing who you 

truly are, and willingly surrendering yourself to the will of God!          

That’s what Jesus did! Jesus serves with genuine humility!  
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And through this humble act… we see Jesus’ serving… for the sake of 

those He serves! Jesus serves others for the sake of others!  

Through this humble act of service, Jesus defines agape love!                 

Agape love… that is moving toward someone else, with their best 

interests in mind! How can we miss that! Jesus isn’t serving to get 

something out of His service… He’s not trying to earn brownie points, 

He’s not buffing up His resume!   

Verse three tells us everything already belonged to Jesus!  

Look back there a moment, Jesus knew that the Father had put all 

things under his power…   

Jesus wasn’t serving others as a way to serve Himself! He was serving 

others for their sake! Because that’s what they needed!                                

Notice whose feet Jesus is washing here… Peter and Judas! One man 

who would deny Him, and the other would betray Him! Jesus knew 

that was what they were going to do… yet He washed their feet 

anyway! Why? Because Jesus was doing what was best for them… 

despite the cost to Him!  

Do you serve others that way? Can you serve others that way? That’s a 

big task! Putting aside what we want, the way we want things… and 

focusing on what’s best for someone else? Serving people you’re not 

comfortable being around. Serving people who have a grudge against 

you. Serving people who you have a grudge against. Serving people 

that are hurting you… unintentionally and intentionally. Serving people 

for their sake… because that’s what they need at that moment, even 

when it’s inconvenient for you… especially when it’s inconvenient for 

you… especially when it’s hard for you!  
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That’s how Jesus served! That’s how Jesus demonstrated His love for 

us! And that’s how Jesus calls us… His disciples… to love others through 

that kind of service! 

3 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 

consider others better than yourselves. 
4 
Each of you should look not 

only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
5 
Your 

attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
6
Who, being in very 

nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, 
7
 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,  

being made in human likeness. 
8
 And being found in appearance as a 

man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on 

a cross! (Philippians 2:3-8) 
 
People! We… as disciples of Jesus… are never too important to serve! 

Because Jesus was never too important to serve!  

And finally… we see Jesus served as a declaration of who He is!  

We find that in John 13, verses 12 through 17… Look there! 

12 
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 

returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” 

he asked them. 
13 

“You call me „Teacher‟ and „Lord,‟ and rightly so, for 

that is what I am. 
14 

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also should wash one another‟s feet. 
15 

I have set you an 

example that you should do as I have done for you. 
16 

I tell you the truth, 

no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than 

the one who sent him. 
17 

Now that you know these things, you will be 

blessed if you do them.  
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Our God is a humble God! Our God… our Creator… loves us so deeply 

that He is willing to serve… and chooses to serve, those He created!               

That’s what He does… because that’s who He is! 

Listen to the cry of Jesus’ heart in Matthew 11:28-30, as He calls to us: 
28 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest. 
29 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 

For my yoke 

is easy and my burden is light.”  

What a wonderful God we have! We are a loving family… because 

God… through His Son Jesus Christ… has searched for us… paid the 

price for us… and brought us into His family! 

We humbly serve each other and our community… because God has 

demonstrated His love for us by humbly serving us!  

And we connect people to the love of Jesus Christ… not only out of 

obedience to the Great Commission… but because that’s what humble 

servants do! They make the needs of others a priority… their priority!  

Charles Spurgeon, in his book Instructions in Soul Winning said this: 

 " I think I may say to every person whom I am addressing,-If you are yourself saved, the 
work is but half done until you are employed to bring others to Christ. You are as yet but 
half formed in the image of your Lord. You have not attained to the full development of the 
Christ-life in you unless you have commenced in some feeble way to tell others of the 
grace of God; and I trust that you will find no rest to the sole of your foot till you have been 
the means of leading many to that blessed Saviour who is your confidence and your 
hope…” 

As a loving family… we just can’t keep Jesus to ourselves! His love is too 

big for our hearts to contain!  
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His love is too wonderful that it necessarily flows out of us… out from 

us… into those around us… drawing them to the foot of the cross… 

where they find what we’ve found… our family! 

Christian author Keith Miller tells of an outgoing 40-year-old woman 
who was part of a small group of about 20 people he led. One evening, 
she shared her testimony with the group. She said,  

"When I was a little, little girl, my parents died and I was put in an 
orphanage. I was not pretty at all… and no one seemed to want me.             
But I longed to be adopted and loved by a family as far back as I can 
remember. I thought about it day and night, but everything I did 
seemed to go wrong. I must have tried too hard to please the people 
who came to look me over, because it seemed what I did… only drove 
them away. 

"But then one day the head of the orphanage told me that a family was 
coming to take me home with them. I was so excited that I literally 
jumped up and down and cried like a little baby. The matron reminded 
me that I was on trial and this might not be a permanent arrangement, 
but I just knew that somehow it would work out. 

"So I went with this family and started to school. I was the happiest little 
girl you can imagine, and life began to open up for me… just a little.         
But then one day a few months later, I came home from school and ran 
into the front door of the big old house we lived in. No one home, but in 
the middle of the front hallway… was my battered suitcase with my 
little coat thrown across it. As I stood there it dawned on me what it 
meant---I didn’t belong there anymore." 

Miller said at that point he looked around the group… and everyone 
was in tears… they were all crying, deeply touched by the story of an 
innocent little girl who no one loved.  
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But then… the woman continued… saying almost matter-of-factly, "This 
happened to me seven times before I was 13 years old.” 

Miller said, at that point… there were audible gasps from the group… 
and some began to weep out loud! But the woman quickly interjected, 
“Please, don’t feel badly. It was those experiences that ultimately 
brought me to God---and here I have found what I have always longed 
for---a place, a sense of belonging, my forever family." 

Loved ones! That’s what we have! That’s what we are! As disciples of 

Jesus Christ… as followers of Jesus Christ… we are the children of God! 

We are part of His glorious forever family! We have a place! We do 

belong! We have a purpose! We have a forever family! 

We rightly celebrate that! We rightly praise God for that! But that’s not 

enough! It’s not nearly enough! God has called us to demonstrate His 

love… to the lost people of this neighborhood! The lost people of this 

city! This state! This world! We know… but they don’t!  

We know that, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” 
14 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 

And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And 

how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
15 

And how can 

they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who bring good news!” (Romans 10:13-15) 

Baxter Road Bible Church is a Bible believing church! Baxter Road Bible 

Church is a prayer centered church! Baxter Road Bible Church as 

children of a loving God… is a loving family! We are all that… but…        

let us not be content until we are known a church of exceedingly 

beautiful feet!  

Amen! Let’s pray! 


