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Why become a Christian? 
 

The fact that you are looking at this infers that 
we, as humans, have a need for something 
more than just stuff, than just more things. 
The Bible puts it this way: Ecclesiastes 3:11 
says that God has "Set eternity in the hearts of 
men."  
 
Humans are the only creatures on earth that 
have the need for the infinite, for something 
greater than ourselves to believe in. But why 
would someone choose Christianity? 
 
The only real reason for anyone to become a 
Christian is because you believe with all your 
heart that God exists, that His Word – the Bi-
ble – is true, and that Jesus Christ is who He 
says He is, the Son of God.  
 
And you understand and agree with what Je-
sus said in John 14:16, "I am the way and the 
truth and the life." 
 

Let us look at some reasons why a person 
would want to become a Christian: 

 
 Love 
 
When you become a Christian you get to ex-
perience the greatest of loves. There is no 
greater demonstration of devotion and love 
than to lay down your life for another and that 
is what Jesus did for you. John 10:11 says, 
"Greater love has no one than this, that he lay 
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Becoming a Christian is one of the most     
important steps you will take in your life on 
earth. Don’t put it off always looking for more 
information. We all grow in our understanding 
after we accept the Lord as our Savior. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's been over 50 years since I became a 
Christian and I have experienced many ups 
and downs. I can be a witness that the    
Christian life is not an easy "feel good" road.  
 
It is not a guarantee that all your problems will 
be fixed - at least this side of heaven - but I 
wouldn't trade it for any other path I might 
have taken. 

 
 

Pastor Bob Mather 
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down his life for his friends." 
 

The Christian faith is built upon this kind of love. 
Jesus gave his life for us: "God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us." Romans 5:8 
 
 

 Freedom 
 

Also, not only do we get to experience God’s love, 
but we also get to experi-
ence freedom. Nothing 
compares to the freedom 
a Christian experiences 
when released from the 
heaviness, guilt and 
shame caused by sin.  
 
Romans 8:2, "And because 
you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit 
has freed you from the power of sin that leads to 
death."  
 

 Joy and Peace 
 

Accepting Christ as our Savior leads to lasting joy 
and peace. "Though you have not seen him, you love 
him; and even though you do not see him now, you be-
lieve in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls."  1 Peter 1:8-9 
 

When we experience God's love and forgiveness, 
Christ becomes the center of our joy.  
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When we experience God's love and for-
giveness, Christ becomes the center of our 
joy.  

It doesn't seem possible, but even in the mid-
dle of great trials, the joy of the Lord is deep 
within us and His peace settles over us:  

"And the peace of God, which transcends all un-
derstanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:7 

 Relationship 
 

We can experience rela-
tionship with our Savior. 
John 4:9 says, "This is how 
God showed his love among 
us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we 
might live through him."  
 

God wants to connect with us as a cherished 
friend. He is ever present in our lives, to com-
fort us, to strengthen us, to listen and to 
teach. He speaks to us through his Word, He 
leads us by his Spirit. Jesus wants to be our 
friend. 
 
When two people are close friends they don’t 
always need words. They can experience the 
pleasure of simply being together. They can 
enjoy each other’s company, even in silence. 
We can have this kind of relationship with   
Jesus. 
 
 Purpose 
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believe that Jesus came to earth and took the pun-
ishment you and I should have received upon Him-
self in our place. And you understand that His death 
upon the cross was to pay for your sins. 
 
You desire to leave your old life behind and live a life 
pleasing to Him, so you repent of your sinful ways 
and are determined, with God’s help, to live the life 
that God designed for you to live when He created 
you. 
 
You celebrate your decision by being baptized. 
 
 Live a New Life 
 
When you become a Christian, you have a new    
motivation. As you understand more about how 
much He has done for you, you want to live for Him. 
Your motivation is now to live the life that God       
designed you to live when He created you. 
 
 “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded 
this, that one died for all...He died for all, so that they 
who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him 
who died and rose again on their behalf”  2 Corinthians 
5:14-15. I have discovered it is pure joy to live a life 
that has true meaning. 
 
There are some booklets available that look into 
these subjects in much greater detail and are availa-
ble free if you would like to expand your study. 
 
But in no case should you put off becoming a Chris-
tian if you have felt the tug of God on your heart. If 
you are feeling that you should become a Christian 
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The very basis of Christianity is the fact that Jesus 
died for us, was buried and God raised Him from the 
dead. This is referred to as the “death, burial and res-
urrection.”  
 

When we are baptized we join Jesus symbolically in 
the death – we die to our old life of sin, we are buried 
– dipped under the water, and are resurrected – 
brought up from under the water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In a way, be-
ing baptized is a celebration of the        decision we 
have made to be a Christian.  
 

In Acts 16:30-34 Philip taught a high official of the 
Ethiopian government about becoming a Christian.  
After the Ethiopian accepted the Lord, Philip baptized 
him and passage ends by saying the Ethiopian “went 
on his way rejoicing.” 
 

Here at Baxter Road Bible Church we schedule a bap-
tismal celebration service every few months so that 
people can join Christ symbolically in the death, burial 
and resurrection and celebrate their decision to accept 
Christ as their Savior and become a Christian. 
If you are ready to become a Christian you can if you 
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When you become a Christian you can experi-
ence your true potential and purpose.      
 
Ephesians 2:10 says, "For we are God's work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do."  
 

The deepest cry of our hearts is to know and 
worship God. As we develop our relationship 
with God, he transforms us through His Holy 
Spirit into the person we were created to be.  
 
And as we are changed through His Word, we 
begin to exercise and develop the gifts God 
has placed within us. 
 
We discover our fullest potential and true spir-
itual fulfillment as we walk in the purposes 
and plans that God not only designed for us, 
but designed us for. No earthly accomplish-
ment compares to this experience. 
 

 Eternity 
 

But the reason above all reasons is that we 
get to experience eternity with God. As God's 
children, we receive eternal life as a gift.  
 

Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 
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Eternity with God will far exceed any expectation we 
can begin to imagine about heaven: "No eye has 
seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what 
God has prepared for those who love him." 1 Corinthians 2:9 

 
 

What do you do? 
 

If you want to become a Christian what do you do? 
John 14:6 says, “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
though Me.’” We see that we need to go though   
Jesus but how do we do that? 
 

 Believe 
 

Let us look at what God’s Word, the Bible, tells us to 
do. Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, though faith – and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  
 

From this we see that salvation (becoming a Chris-
tian) is a gift that God offers us. How do we let God 
know we want this gift? We let Him know though 
faith. We let Him know by sincerely believing in Him, 
believing that there is a God and that He sent Jesus 
Christ to pay the price for us.  
 

Hebrews 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him must be-
lieve that he exists and that he rewards those who       
earnestly seek him.” 
 
 Repent 
 

Repentance is required. Acts 17:30-31, “In the past 
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God overlooked such ignorance, but now He commands 
all people everywhere to repent. For He has set a day 
when He will judge the world.” 
 
Repent literally means “A change of mind that results 
in a change of action.”  
 

Repentance is a word that you usually only hear in 
church and what it really means is that you are sorry 
for times you did things you knew were wrong or 
lived a lifestyle that you knew God would not ap-
prove of. 
 

And it includes the idea that you are going to make a 
sincere effort to not do those things anymore. As 
Christians we can ask God to help us with this, we 
can pray for Him to help us overcome temptation and 
to forgive us for the times we fail. 
 

 Be Baptized 
 

When we believe (have faith) and accept Christ as 
our Savior and repent we celebrate that decision by 
being baptized. This may seem like a strange re-
quirement but the Bible considers it part of having 
faith.  
 

Colossians 2:12, “Having been buried with Him in bap-
tism and raised with Him though your faith in the power 
of God who raised Him from the dead.” 
 
 


