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Home on the Range: Dealing with Discouragement

Good morning!

I have a question for you. Have you ever been discouraged?

It’s a dumb question, I know. Of course you’ve been discouraged! 
We’ve all been discouraged at some point in our lives. And, no doubt 
we’ll be discouraged a time or two more while we occupy this planet in 
these mortal bodies. 

Discouragement is just one of life’s benefits that loves to show up… 
especially at the most inopportune times.

Former heavyweight boxer James “Quick” Tillis was a cowboy from 
Oklahoma who made a name for himself fighting out of Chicago in the 
early 1980’s. He loves to tell the story of the day he arrived for the first 
time in the Windy City. Tillis said he felt he’d finally arrived! He was 
excited and full of confidence, certain he was going to make it big 
there. Tillis said, "I got off the bus with two cardboard suitcases under 
my arms in downtown Chicago and stopped in front of the Sears Tower. 
I put my suitcases down, and I looked up at the Tower and I said to 
myself, 'I'm going to conquer Chicago!’” Then, Tillis said, “I looked 
down, and my suitcases were gone."  

Discouragement! For the believer, for the disciple of Jesus Christ, 
discouragement should be a Home on the Range concept!

You know, Home, home on the range, where the deer and the antelope 
play. Where seldom is heard a discouraging word...

God doesn’t want His followers, His children to be discouraged! 
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God says in Joshua 1:9, 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD 
your God is with you wherever you go.” 

And in Isaiah 41:10 God boasts, “…fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

Courageous lives are what God intends for us to live! 

And yet, here we are, God’s children, far too often living lives 
hamstrung by discouragement. 

Full disclosure here: I have been battling a bit of discouragement lately. 
I won’t bore you with the details, but lately, I’ve felt like I’ve been 
banging my head on a door that just won’t open. I’ve felt 
discouragement and frustration as things I expected and hoped would 
be different by now; aren’t. I’ve felt like the old saying, “one step 
forward, two steps back” has been a pretty good description of my 
situation. 

I don’t tell you this to alarm you, or to elicit your sympathy, but rather 
to let you know the genesis of this message comes from a place of 
personal experience, a personal desire to overcome in this struggle and 
to get to the place where God is calling me to be, the place where God 
is calling us to be. 

So with that in mind, open your Bibles to the Book of Numbers, chapter 
11. That’s the passage we’ll be looking at today.

You’ll notice something different on the big screen behind me. I’m not 
going to put the passage up there, just the address of the passage. I’m 
doing that because I want to get you to read along in your Bible! 
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I hope you brought your Bible to church. You should always bring your 
Bible to church! If you don’t have your Bible, pull it up on your phone. 
Most smart phones have Bible apps available for free. Either way, I’d 
like to get you in the habit of opening your Bible… and following along, 
rather than relying on the passage being up here on the big screen. 

So, with that, let me set the stage for what’s happening in this passage. 

It’s been two years since God led the Israelites out of captivity in Egypt. 
They’ve been camping in one spot, in the wilderness of the Sinai. Now, 
they’re on the move. The people, at this point, are doing what it seems 
they do best, they were complaining. 

At the beginning of this chapter, we see the Israelites complaining, and 
God getting angry with them and raining fire down on them. 

The people repent, briefly, but it’s not long before they’re whining 
again. They’re complaining they’re tired of manna, this food God 
graciously and miraculously provides for them each day. They want 
meat, just like the good old days when they were abused slaves living in 
Egypt. 

Now Moses is hearing all of this, and he’s frustrated. It’s hard to lead 3 
million people on a journey across the desert, especially 3 million 
whiners!

On and on they complain, and their complaining is starting to get to 
Moses. Finally, Moses has had enough! He’s frustrated, he’s 
discouraged. So what does Moses do? Of course! Moses complains to 
God!
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That’s where we pick up the story Numbers 11, verse 10. Are you 
there? This is from the NIV…

10 Moses heard the people of every family wailing, each at the entrance 
to his tent. The LORD became exceedingly angry, and Moses was 
troubled. 11 He asked the LORD, “Why have you brought this trouble on 
your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden 
of all these people on me? 12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give 
them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse 
carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their forefathers? 
13 Where can I get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, 
‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I cannot carry all these people by myself; the 
burden is too heavy for me. 15 If this is how you are going to treat me, put 
me to death right now—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not 
let me face my own ruin.” 

So let’s stop there for a quick critique of Moses’ response to the 
Israelite’s grumbling. Moses is frustrated, and he takes his frustrations 
to the Lord. That’s good! Give him credit for doing that! The people, the 
Israelites, they were just complaining amongst themselves! They didn’t 
even try to talk to God about it! Moses does! So, one for Moses!

That’s a lesson we need to learn! When we’re discouraged, when we’re 
frustrated, when we’re angry, when we’re happy, when we’re sad, 
whatever we are, we can, and we need, to tell God about it! 

Clearly it’s important to be reverent towards God! But I believe it’s 
possible to reverently tell God how you feel, even when you’re feeling 
frustrated, discouraged or angry!
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Look at the Psalms! David talks to God when he’s happy. David talks to 
God when he’s sad. David talks to God when he’s frustrated and 
discouraged. David even talks to God when he’s angry! 

Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times of 
trouble?  David asks in Psalm 10:1.

In Psalm 44 David says to God, Awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? 
Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever. Why do you hide your face and 
forget our misery and oppression? (Psalm 44:23-24)

David is discouraged! David is frustrated! David is angry! But David is 
willing to share those emotions with God! He’s not afraid to share 
those emotions with God! And what does God think about that? Was 
God surprised by David’s emotions? Was God hurt by David’s 
emotions? No! He was not! In fact, God said of David, ‘I have found 
David son of Jesse a man after my own heart’ (Acts 13:22)

Who among us doesn’t desire to be known as a man or a woman after 
God’s own heart? Can there be a higher compliment?

But to be that type of person you’ve got to be honest with God! And 
that means no matter what you’re feeling; you’re willing to share those 
feelings with God. 

And in our text today, Moses is discouraged and frustrated, but he’s 
willing to share those emotions with God. The problem comes when in 
his  discouragement and frustration, Moses begins to lose perspective. 
Look back at verse 13, where Moses is complaining to God, 13 Where can 
I get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat 
to eat!’ 14 I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too 
heavy for me. 
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15 If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death right now—if I 
have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.”                                                                                                                                  
Ok, Moses is being a little overly dramatic here. “If this is how it’s going 
to be God, just kill me!” I guess we can forgive him for that. The guy is 
at the end of his rope! We’ve all been there, right?  But notice where 
Moses’ focus is, Moses’ focus is on himself! What he can do in the 
situation!

 “Where can I get meat for all these people?”                                                                     
“I can’t carry all these people by myself.”                                                                    
“The burden is too heavy for me.”

The thing is, when we examine this passage, there’s no place in these 
verses where God has told Moses, “You go get them some meat!” Or 
“Moses, you’ve got to find a way to get these people through this!”            
Yet that’s what Moses is thinking! Moses is discouraged because he 
knows there’s no way he can make this meat thing work from his own 
ability! He’s taken upon himself a burden that’s not his! A burden God 
never intended for him to carry! And because he has, Moses is 
discouraged! 

Think about your life, have you done that? Do you do that?  

 “God, it’s too tough for me to go on,
  “I can’t make it on my own!” 
 “God, you’re really expecting a lot from me, I’m not a miracle 

worker!”

Be honest! You’ve had those kinds of thoughts that before! We all 
have! 

What’s the problem with that kind of thinking? 
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First of all, the problem isn’t what we’re thinking the problem is; that 
we’re in a place where we can’t go on. The problem is when we’re in 
that place; we’re trying to get out of it on our own power, using our 
own strength, our own good ideas, our own best efforts! And more 
often than not, those are the very things that got us into our 
discouraging situation in the first place!

When we find ourselves backed into a corner with seemingly no way 
out, no apparent answer anywhere on the horizon, a place like Moses 
finds himself in our passage, we need to call out to God!                                                 
Moses gets an E for effort because he did that! But what Moses forgot, 
and what we too often forget, is who it is we’re calling out to!

We get so caught up in all the details of our lousy situation; that we 
forget we’re talking to God! You know, the holy, loving, merciful, 
gracious God who created the universe! The faithful God who has 
promised to never leave or forsake us!  

We lose sight of the very one who is able to deliver us! The only one 
who is able to deliver us!

And when we do that, when we make that mistake, we’re missing out 
on the fact that in our discouraging situation:                                                                     
The stage is set for God to do something great!                                                               
The stage is set for God to do something miraculous!                                                       
The stage is set for God to do something that only God can do!               
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So here’s Moses, leading millions of Israelites who have been 
complaining for the last two years, Moses, completely discouraged, 
calls out to God, and God says “Fine! If they want meat, I’ll give them so 
much meat they’ll choke on it!” Moses then questions God, asking God 
“Where am I going to get that much meat?”

And so it’s in that context that God answers Moses’ question                                         
with a question! Let’s pick up our text again in verse 18:

18 “Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for 
tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The LORD heard you when you 
wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt!” Now 
the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it. 19 You will not eat it for 
just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, 20 but for a whole 
month—until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it—because 
you have rejected the LORD, who is among you, and have wailed before 
him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?” ’ ” 

21 But Moses said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand men on 
foot, and you say, ‘I will give them meat to eat for a whole month!’ 22 

Would they have enough if flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? 
Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea were caught for them?” 

23 The LORD answered Moses, “Is the LORD’s arm too short? You will 
now see whether or not what I say will come true for you.” 

“Is the LORD’s arm too short?”

In case you weren’t sure, that’s what’s known as a rhetorical question. 
In grammar, a rhetorical question is generally a figure of speech, a 
question posed, not seeking an answer, but rather for the sake of 
encouraging its listener to consider a message or viewpoint.                       
And that’s exactly what God is trying to get Moses to do here!         



Page 9 of 16

Moses, in his discouraged state, in his frustration, has lost his 
perspective. And God uses the question, “Is the Lord’s arm too short?” 
to re-orientate Moses’ perspective!

And God does that for us too, if, we’re willing to listen!                                                   
Loved ones! You can't miss this! You can’t afford to miss this!

Now here’s something I wanted us to consider in this passage, why is 
God asking questions in the first place?

Think about it, if God is omniscient, that is all knowing, why would He 
need to ask a question? If God knows everything, and He does, then 
God's not looking for information here. So what is it that He's after?

To answer that question, l want us to go back and examine a couple of 
other places in the Bible where God asks people questions.

The very first question God asks man comes in Genesis Chapter 3. 
Adam and Eve have just, for the first time ever, sinned. They've eaten 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, something God had 
commanded them not to do. And Genesis 3:8-9 says:                                       
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 
walking through the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to 
the man, "Where are you?"

God asks, "Where are you?" But if God knows the answer, why is He 
asking the question?

OK, hold that thought!

In the book of Job, Job amidst his great suffering asks God “Where are 
you?” 
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And in Job chapter 38 God responds to Job's complaints, with a 
question. In Job 38:4 God asks Job, "Where were you when I laid the 
earth's foundation?”  

That's the start of four chapters where God peppers Job with questions 
like that. Questions God knows the answers to and that Job knows the 
answers to as well! Yet God still asks the questions!

And here, in our text today, God asks Moses "Is the LORD's arm too 
short?"

Why? Why is all-knowing God wasting His time asking questions He 
already knows the answers to? 

Well, in reality, God isn't wasting time at all. When God asks people 
questions, when God asks us questions, what He's doing is getting us to 
properly orient ourselves in reality.

Look at it like this, life is like a big map. And what’s the purpose of a 
map?  To show you where you are and how to get where you want to 
go. So you’ve got the map, and now to get where you want to go, what 
do you need to know? You need to know two main things: which way is 
north and where you are on the map. 

By honestly answering God's questions we discover the reality of where 
we are, and thus, the direction we need to go. 

God asks questions to help get us to view ourselves in relation to Him.                        
That's why I believe God asks questions!

Where Adam and Eve had once walked with God unashamedly;        
now, they were trying to hide from God. And God wants them to notice 
the difference. And it's a big difference!
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"Where are you? You were happy to walk with me, now you're afraid of 
me. Now, because of sin, you're unable to walk with me! Where are 
you?"

God wanted Adam and Eve to realize where they were, and where they 
were was hopelessly separated from God. 

God wanted Job to realize no matter what his situation was, God was 
still and always in control. And not just in control, but completely in 
control! 

And in our text today, God wants Moses to remember just who it is 
that's providing for the people of Israel. It’s not Moses! It’s God!

God doesn't want Moses to become discouraged by trying to carry a 
burden Moses can't possibly bear, or a burden that God never intended 
for Moses to bear. So to get Moses realigned with the reality of his 
situation, God asks Moses the rhetorical question: “Is the LORD’s arm 
too short?”

Think about it! Think about all the things that Moses had already seen 
God do. All the promises of God that Moses had already seen come to 
pass. Moses saw the burning bush.  Moses saw God hit Egypt with ten 
devastating plagues, all while miraculously protecting the Israelites! 
Moses saw God split the Red Sea to allow millions of Israelites to 
escape Pharaoh. And Moses saw the Red Sea swallow up Pharaoh and 
his army. Moses saw God every day in a pillar of cloud and Moses saw 
God every night in a pillar of fire. Moses had talked with God face to 
face! 

Yet, now, it seems Moses doesn’t remember those experiences and 
instead he’s focused on his own impotence in his situation! 
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So God asks Moses this question, the point of which is to once again get 
Moses to see just where he is on the big map of life and where he 
needs to go.

So, what’s that got to do with us?

Since we’re talking about questions - that’s the $64,000 question isn’t 
it? Sure, God did that for Moses, but will he do that for us? Will God 
take the time to address the situation in my life, in your life?

I tell you true He most certainly will!                                                                                     
God will, if we’re willing to let Him! God will if we’re willing to honestly 
answer the question God is asking us!

We all try to be what God wants us to be, when what God really wants 
from us is to let Him make us into who He wants us to be!

But life has a way of discouraging us. And in our discouragement we say 
“God, it’s hard to be a Christian father or mother, I can’t do it! It’s hard 
to be a Christian Husband or wife, I can’t do it! It’s hard to be a Christian 
employee in this decidedly non-Christian work place, I can’t do it! It’s 
hard to be a Christian young person in this atheistic world, I can’t do it!”

And God is saying “You’re right, you can’t. You can’t do it. But I’ll do it, if 
you’ll just let me.”

So how do we do that? How do we, as the bumper sticker says, Let go 
and let God?

This is the part of the message where the pastor busts out the three 
points or five points in the “How you get this lesson to work for you!” 
part of the sermon.
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Well, I don’t have three points or five points or seven points.                                         
I have one point. Only one point, and it’s really rather easy. 

Are you ready? It’s found back in the first part of verse 18:                               
“Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, 
when you will eat meat…”

Consecrate yourselves! That’s it! That’s the one point! To consecrate 
means to set something apart, to dedicate something to something, 
and in this case, to set yourself apart. To take yourself out of the 
discouragement and frustration of your situation and dedicate yourself 
and the situation to God. 

Consecrate yourselves! Say “God, I realize I can’t do this, but I know you 
can! So I give it to you. I trust you to do what you say you’ll do. I know 
you love me! You’ve proven that to me over and over again!”

When you perceive God is asking you a question, stop and consecrate 
yourself!  Let God put your life back into proper perspective! It’s not 
easy! It will take practice! For some of us it takes lots and lots of 
practice! But it’s so worth it!

Back in 2011 this church graciously sent me to India on a missions trip. 
It was an awesome experience! I am so grateful to have had that 
opportunity! I was basically a brand new pastor. I’d been at Baxter for 
less than a year. 

The last day I was there, I was giving a message and John Gabriel was 
translating it for me in Malayalam. As I paused to let John translate, I 
truly could feel the presence of God! It was as if He was standing right 
there between me and John Gabriel! It was such a powerful 
experience!
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When I finished speaking and I sat down amongst the congregation, I 
began to just thank God for the opportunity that He had given me and I 
thanked him for my job as a pastor. I said “God, I can’t believe I’m a 
pastor!” And right then, God asked me a question. He asked me,            
“When will you believe it?”  

And you know, I knew immediately, just what God was saying! 

Because just like Moses was trying to figure out how to get meat 
enough for all the Israelites on his own because he thought that’s what 
God was expecting from him, from the moment I was hired on at Baxter 
Road Bible Church as a pastor, I was trying to do what I thought a 
pastor should be doing. I was trying to imitate the things I saw Pastor 
Bob doing, or the things that other pastors in my life had done. Things I 
thought would make me a good pastor. I was trying to be a pastor from 
my own experience, from my own strength, from my own 
understanding! I was trying to be a pastor on my own, instead of 
pressing into God. Instead of letting God equip me to do the job He 
called me to do!

So when God asked me, “When will you believe it?” He was essentially 
asking me the same question He was asking Moses in our passage. 
Sure, the exact words were different, but the question behind the 
question was the same: “Do you trust me?”

Since that time… and believe me, it’s truly an ongoing project, 
whenever I get discouraged, or overwhelmed in the busy-ness of this 
job, I try to remember that question God asked me. 
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And when I do, my perspective is changed. I’m once again properly 
oriented in God’s reality, because I know there’s no way I could ever do 
this job the way God wants it done on my own. And I repent and ask 
God, “What are you doing in this situation, and what do you want me to 
do?”

I must admit, sometimes I’m better at doing that than others. Recently I 
was discouraged and whining about it to my wife. Of course, she has a 
great way of getting me back to reality. She let me drone on for a while 
before asking me, “You do know it’s not your church, right?”             
Praise God for spouses who love you enough to speak truth to you like 
that!

 Like I said, it’s a process I expect will continue for the rest of my life. 

So, let me ask, in your discouragement, what question is God asking 
you? 

Maybe He’s asking “Where are you?”                                                                                   
Maybe at one time you walked closely with God, but things haven’t 
turned out exactly as you’d hoped, so now you’ve moved away from 
Him. Listen! God wants you back!

“Where are you?” Maybe you’ve never known the Lord, but you’re  
hearing His call right now. Don’t ignore it! If God is calling you today, 
don’t put Him off any longer! Today could be the day you forever 
secure your future in heaven with Him!
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Maybe God has already given you a calling, a task to accomplish, a job 
to do, but you’re feeling overwhelmed, you’re feeling discouraged and 
frustrated because the job seems too big, too hard too impossible for 
you to accomplish. And today God is asking you, just like He asked 
Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short?” 

Loved ones! The only way you’ll ever accomplish anything God calls you 
to do is to let go, stop trying to do it on your own, and let God do it 
through you! So consecrate yourself! Set your life apart for God! 
Dedicate the situation to Him! Rely on the One who has promised to 
never leave or forsake you, and see what mighty things God will do 
through your faith and obedience!

Because when we do consecrate our lives and our situations to God, 
when we truly do that, just like Moses, the fog of our frustration and 
discouragement will clear, and we will see that God’s arm is truly not 
too short to accomplish His will! 

And most importantly, when we do that, when you do that, you’ll 
discover you no longer need to act like the person God has called you 
to be, you’ll be the person God has called you to be! 

You’ll be that person because you’ll be allowing God to equip you to 
accomplish the work He’s called you to. Which is the only way that 
work will get done! And it’s the only way you’ll ever be truly satisfied in 
this life! And people; God wants us to live lives of satisfaction in Him!                          

And that’s when we’ll be Home on the Range Christians, living a life 
where seldom is heard, a discouraging word! 


