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The Manger I: Mary, Saying “yes” to God 

Good morning! 

Hard to believe it’s December already!  

Where has the year gone? 

I guess the big question is… are you ready for Christmas?  

It’s only about 3 weeks away! 

Ready or not… today… we kick off our Christmas Series!  

Five parts… beginning today… and running through our Monday, 

Christmas Eve service… which is at 7pm… in case you’re wondering.  

The Series is called The Manger. Not the most gitchy of titles, I know, 

but over the course of the next four weeks… we’ll be looking at the 

principals of the Christmas Story… those who were there… at the 

manger that first Christmas. We’ll take a look at what Scripture has to 

say about Mary, Joseph, the wise men, and the shepherds… and of 

course… the baby Jesus.  

Our hope for this series… is as we go through these messages… we will 

be able to identify how each of these people, and what they were going 

through at this incredible moment in history… represents us… or 

applies in some part to our lives… and hopefully those realizations will 

help us focus on the reason for the season as they say… the coming of 

the Christ. 
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Because to properly celebrate this season… as disciples of Christ… as 

followers of Jesus… we need to focus our hearts and our minds on 

Jesus!  Though we know all too well… how easy it is in America… in 

2018… for the focus of Christmas to be on anything but Jesus!   

Two women were having lunch at a very fancy and expensive 

restaurant… when a mutual friend spotted them… she came up to the 

two and said, “Wow! A fancy lunch at a fancy eatery! This must be 

some kind of special occasion! What are you celebrating?” One of the 

women smiled and said, “We’re celebrating the birth of my son!”                 

The friend said, “A son! Congratulations!” She looked around the table 

for the baby, but didn’t see him… and asked, “So, where is he?”              

To which the new mother replied, “Oh, you didn’t think I’d bring him 

here, did you?”  

Sadly… that’s a pretty accurate picture of how we treat Jesus at 

Christmas time! 

Today… we’re beginning the series with a look at Mary… the mother of 

Jesus. And as we look at Mary’s story… I want us to see what it is that 

God is wanting Mary to see through this encounter… and the things 

God wants us to see… through the sharing of this story in His Word.  

We first hear about Mary in Luke’s gospel… chapter one. Turn in your 

Bibles there… Luke 1, starting in verse 26.  

Talk about not being ready for Christmas! Imagine how Mary must have 

felt when she first heard about the “holiday”!                                                

And you think you were surprised when you learned you in-laws were 

coming for a Christmas visit!  
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Luke 1… verse 26… are you there? 

26 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 

Galilee named Nazareth, 
27 

to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 
28 

And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 

with you!” 
29 

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 

discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
30 

And the angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31 

And 

behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus. 
32 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 

David, 
33 

and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.”  
34 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 

to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
36 

And behold, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 

sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37 

For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 
38 

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 

the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 

departed from her.                                                                                                               

                                                                                                           

Wow! 
 
That’s an awful lot for any human being to absorb!  
A visit from an angel… the news that she had somehow found favor in 
God’s eyes. Then… the part where it gets hard… or, harder… the news 
that she… a young girl... betrothed to be married… was pregnant with 
the Son of God! 
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Sometimes we read that passage and we think, “Mary must have been 
one holy young woman to be picked for the role of the mother of the 
Son of God!”  
 
But Scripture doesn’t say that… it doesn’t even really imply that.                             
In fact… Scripture is very vague about Mary prior to her encounter with 
the angel Gabriel. 
 
What we know about Mary we have to extrapolate from this thin 

biography in Luke… along with what we know about the time, and place 

she was from.  

We know she lived in Nazareth… a fairly small town at that time.          

We can assume she was a Hebrew from a typical Judean family.                 

And… as was the practice at that time, her engagement to Joseph was 

arranged by her family… with Joseph and Mary’s father negotiating a 

dowry.  

We also know Mary was very young… somewhere between 13 and 15 

years old… more likely closer to 13.  

We can extrapolate from that information that Mary wasn’t a warrior… 

she hadn’t led armies in battle to some great victory.                                      

We can be relatively sure that Mary hadn’t dedicated her life to that 

point to serving the Lord by working with the poor, or preaching to 

large crowds.  

There’s really nothing in Scripture, or in the historic record, to indicate 

Mary had done anything noteworthy. 
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Don’t get me wrong… I’m sure Mary wasn’t out cavorting with the 

gang-bangers of first century Nazareth! She probably wasn’t listening to 

the wrong kind of music… or fighting with her parents because now 

that she was 13 she felt she deserved an iPhone and a belly button ring.  

I’m sure Mary was a Godly and special woman. But, understand…      

Mary was no more special in the eyes of God than you or me!            

And just like you and me… Mary was a sinner… in desperate need of a 

Savior! 

Yet here she was… selected by God… to be the earthly mother of His 

Son… Jesus Christ! 

Here she was… being told by an angel… that she had found favor… with 

God!  

That’s the first thing I want us to examine… there it is… in the last half 

of verse 28… “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 

And just in case she missed it… or we miss it… Gabriel says it again in 

verse 30… “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God.” 

Perhaps… that was the very first Christmas gift ever given!                                  

God gives His favor… to this young girl… who had done nothing to earn 

it… nothing to deserve it! 

And… do you know… that’s true of us… today? Do you know that you 

have found favor with God? You have found His favor… though you’ve 

done nothing to deserve His favor! 

The Greek word favor in this passage… is the same word translated 

elsewhere in the New Testament as grace.  
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Paul uses this word in Ephesians 2:8 when he says, 8 
For by grace you 

have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, 
9 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

God shows His grace… His favor to you!  

Grace is God’s unmerited favor… God giving us what we do not, nor 

cannot possibly deserve.  

An easy acronym to remember the meaning of grace is: GRACE – God’s 

Riches At Christ’s Expense. 

Think about it this way… God’s grace… His favor… as someone who is 
superior… stooping down in kindness to help someone inferior. 

Someone who is superior… stooping down to have mercy on someone 
inferior. Think of a loving parent who stoops down to help a child in 
need. That’s a picture of God’s grace! And God wants you to not only 
know that His favor is upon you… God wants you to have His favor…  
His grace!  

Mary found the gift of God’s grace. How did she find it?                           
The same way that anybody can find it… the only way that anybody can 
find it… through faith! 

Hear Ephesians 2:8 again: 8 
For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 
not a result 

of works, so that no one may boast. 

Christians are saved by grace through faith in God! So we can be sure 
by the time Gabriel shows up to meet with Mary… she had already 
been trusting in the Lord! And now she would have to trust Him more… 
much more… as God calls her to miraculously be the mother of the 
Messiah. 



7 
 

Mary did trust in the Lord! By faith, Mary found grace or favor with 
God. 

And so can you! God wants you to have the gift of His grace! 

And in the words of the announcer on one of those late night TV 
commercials… hawking some sort of trinket or another:                                  
“But wait! You also get…” 

Because there’s more! The next thing I want us to see from this 
passage… is that the grace of God… comes with His kingdom! 

Look at verses 30 through 33… 
30 

And the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31 

And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus. 
32 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
33 

and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 

will be no end.”  

The story of Christmas is not just the story of the coming of the Christ… 
but the coming of the kingdom of the Christ!             

The kingdom comes with the King! 

And this kingdom is not some temporary, one week, all-expense paid 
stay at a really nice resort. This kingdom is forever! Look at verse 33 
again… “…and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.”  

One of the most asked questions in humanity is, “Is this all there is?” 
Why is that? It’s because there is something in us… wired into our DNA 
by God Himself… that screams to our souls that us we are meant for 
something more! 
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The truth is we were born for something greater than this temporary 
plane of existence! We were created by a loving, eternal God… who, 
from the beginning, planned for us to be with Him… and made a way 
for us to be with Him!  

And that way was through His Son… Jesus Christ… who God sent to us… 
to die on the cross for us… so that we could be forgiven and saved from 
the sin that had hopelessly separated us from God! And as we are 
saved… we are born again! Born again as citizens of a kingdom not of 
this world! A kingdom that exists in eternity… where God is! 

This kingdom of heaven is real, and it’s forever! And its arrival is 
announced by the angel Gabriel to Mary… this young girl some two 
millennium ago! And that announcement is repeated to us… through 
God’s Holy Spirit… and through His Holy Word… the Bible! 

Hear the very words of our Lord Jesus Christ… from Mark 1:15,                    
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 

believe in the gospel.”  

This kingdom that Gabriel announced… and Jesus proclaimed… is not a 
kingdom “someday, somewhere in the sweet by and by…”                     

The kingdom of God is here and now!  And loved ones, we must 
understand God’s heart is that we don’t wait until we get to heaven to 
experience life with Him! But rather, that it is our honor, our privilege, 
our responsibility… to live out that kingdom with our lives!  

It is God’s heart that we establish His kingdom on earth with every beat 
of our hearts… with every breath we take…. with every word we 
speak… every place the soles of our feet tread!  

Because the truth is… wherever God truly rules over the human heart           
as King… there… the kingdom of God is established! 
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Through Gabriel’s announcement to Mary, God is showing Mary… and 
us… He wants her… and us… to experience His favor and His grace… and 
through that favor and grace… enter as citizens… into His everlasting 
kingdom! 

But God knows… that that citizenship… will not always be easy to live 
out… not in this life! Not in a world that is decaying and putrefying in its 
sin!  

Not in a world where the darkness of evil is dead set to fight with all it 
has… against the light that God sent to bring hope and salvation!        
The light of the world that would arrive humbly in that manger on that 
first Christmas morning! 

God knew that citizenship would be costly in human terms… because it 
was costly to Him! So in addition to granting Mary His favor… and 
citizenship in His kingdom… God also demonstrates to Mary… and to 
us… His power!  

His power to maintain His kingdom forever and ensure it would indeed 
have no end! 

We see that power introduced to Mary in verses 34-37… let’s read 
those again. This is right after Gabriel has informed Mary that she was 
about to be the mother of the Messiah… 

34 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 

to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
36 

And behold, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 

sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37 

For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 
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Let’s focus a moment on the middle of verse 35… where Gabriel 
declares the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

I think in the current vernacular… that word overshadow holds a 
predominantly a negative connotation.  

When we think of being overshadowed, we think about someone or 
something crowding us out… sucking all the oxygen out of the room. 

In fact… one of the definitions for overshadow in dictionary.com is, 
to make sad or hang heavily over; cast a pall on. 

But that’s not the type of overshadowing Gabriel is talking about. When 
he says the power of the Most High will overshadow you… think of it 
like this: you’re standing all alone… on a battlefield… holding a broken 
stick… and your well-armed enemy is charging at you… about to 
unleash his full arsenal against you! And he’s got his fingers on the 
trigger of his machine guns, grenade launchers and flamethrowers!                
All aimed at you! And just when you think you’re a goner… the power 
of the Most High overshadows you… covers you… protects you… 
preserves you… snatches you from what you were sure was certain 
defeat… and instead delivers you in complete and total victory!  

That’s the power God overshadows Mary in! That’s the power God 
overshadows all who will trust Him in! 

 “…the power of the Most High will overshadow you...”  

You see… God knows what Mary is thinking. She’s a young girl… 
engaged to be married… and when she turns up pregnant… Mary 
knows what Joseph is going to think! She knows what the good people 
of Nazareth are going to think! She knows… because she knows that’s 
what she would be thinking if she heard it about someone else!  
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Mary knows the embarrassment this will cause her family! Mary knows 
that the law says… if she’s pregnant out of wedlock… she can be stoned 
to death! God knows all this… and that’s why God assures her His 
power will overshadow… cover… protect her!  

And God knows that about us too! He knows as a citizen of His kingdom 
in this world… it is inevitable that we will eventually run into some 
serious opposition! 

Jesus Himself tells us that in John 16:33, In the world you will have 

tribulation. 

That’s why God’s promise to use His power to overshadow us… to 
protect and keep us… is so encouraging… so precious… so necessary! 

That’s why what Gabriel says to Mary… and God says to us… in verse 37 
is so powerful! “For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

Did you hear that? For nothing will be impossible with God! 

When we’re with God… nothing is impossible! When we choose to live 
with God… in the place where the power of the Most High overshadows 
us… nothing is impossible! 

Do you find yourself today in an impossible situation in your job… with 
your children… with your marriage… with your health?  

Then know this: With God… nothing is impossible!  

With God… your financial situation is not hopeless! With God… your 
relationships are not hopeless! With God… the restoration of your 
health is not hopeless!  

Why? Because with God nothing is impossible!  
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With God… living in His grace… as a citizen of His kingdom… allowing 
His power to overshadow you… nothing is impossible! 

But… only if you’ll accept! 

God offers us all of this… through faith in His Son Jesus Christ… His 
favor, eternal citizenship in His kingdom, His power to overshadow us… 
but only if we… accept! 

Did you ever offer anyone a gift… and then… they never opened it?  

You’d go up to them and ask, “Have you opened the gift I gave you?” 
And their response was… “Not yet, but I’ve got plenty of time… I’ll get 
to it!” 

Has that ever happened to you? Of course not!  

But it happens to God all the time!  

God freely offers people His favor, citizenship in His kingdom, and His 
power to live forever as a citizen in His kingdom… and believe it or not… 
people don’t accept! 

Oh, we’ve got all kinds of reasons we don’t accept. “It sounds like it’s 
too hard to be a Christian!” “I have a lot on my plate right now!” 
“Things are going pretty well for me right now, and I don’t want to mess 
it up!” “I don’t even know if this ‘God guy’ is real!”  

We have all kinds of reasons to say “no!” And every one of them 
completely ridiculous and foolish… and utterly stupid! 

But Mary… this 13, 14 year old girl living two-thousand years ago… 
didn’t say “no!”. Mary said “yes!” 

Right after Gabriel finishes his spiel… Mary says… in verse 38, “Behold, 

I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
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Scripture doesn’t indicate that Mary took a week or two to think about 
it. There’s no record that Mary held off on her decision so she could 
talk it over with her parents or Joseph… or her Rabbi.                                        
Mary hears God’s invitation… and says… “I’ll do it.”  

How about you? Do you have a real relationship with Jesus Christ? Have 
you accepted the gift of His favor? Are you living as a citizen of the 
kingdom of God? Do you allow the power of God to work in you… and 
through you?  

Or are those gifts you’ve left unopened? Gifts that you expect someday  
you’ll eventually get around to opening? 

A pastor was trying to get a business man in his neighborhood to come 
to church. He tried for years… with no success. When he’d see him 
around town, the pastor always invited the man to church. The man 
always said the same thing, “I’ve got time. I’ll come by one of these 
days.” The pastor wrote the man letters inviting him to church… the 
man politely wrote back, promising “I’ve got time. I’ll come by one of 
these days.”. He called the man at home… and the man’s response was 
the same… “I’ve got time. I’ll come by one of these days.” 

One day… the pastor showed up unannounced at the man’s work. He 
walked right up to his desk. The man was startled! He said, “Oh, pastor! 
You’re here, I wasn’t expecting you!” The pastor leaned in over the 
man’s desk, looked the man in the eyes and asked, “What if I had been 
death?” The man’s face went pale… and he stammered as the point the 
pastor was making became clear. And he said, “Pastor, I’ll see you in 
church on Sunday.” 

The apostle Paul tells that story a little differently in 2 Corinthians 6:1-2 

when he says, …we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in 

vain. 
2 
For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of 
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salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, 

now is the day of salvation. 

Loved ones! Do not let God’s incredible gift of Christmas… the favor of 
God, citizenship in God’s kingdom, and a life lived in the power of God… 
all through the finished work of His Son Jesus Christ… do not let that 
gift go unopened in your life! 

Mary didn’t! And look how it changed her! This young teenager… who 
no one really thought much about… says “yes” to God… and her 
decision helps change the world!  

A pastor friend tells about a teenage girl who came from a solid, loving 
family… but was lured into drugs through her friends at school. In spite 
of the best efforts from her parents, and professional help, this girl kept 
going back to drugs. Eventually, she left home… and dropped out of 
sight for a long time. Then… at Christmas, she showed up again… but 
she was more depressed and confused than ever. 

One night, her mother went into the daughter’s room and gave her a 
Christmas card she had bought for her. Her mother told her daughter 
how much she loved her. Mom also told her how she was praying for a 
miracle that would save her. Then…the mother left the girl in her room. 
A short while later, the girl left the house… and didn’t’ return until after 
midnight. 

The next morning, the mother woke up to find her daughter making 
breakfast. She had a smile on her face, life in her eyes that wasn’t there 
the night before! She looked like a new person. Mom couldn’t believe 
her eyes! 

The young woman told her mother about the long, desperate walk she 
took the night before. She came back ready to take her own life, 
because she felt she had failed her parents, her God, and herself. 
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She said as she sat in her room trying to figure out the best way to kill 
herself… she noticed the Christmas card her mother had given her. 

The daughter opened the card and saw a painting of Mary… responding 
to the angel Gabriel… and the news of the miraculous baby who would 
be named Jesus. As she stared at that picture… the young woman held 
the card to her chest… and began to cry out to God for help. 

She said she heard a voice answer her, “Why didn’t you ask me for help 
before this? I’ve been here all the time." 

The girl knew it was the voice of the Lord. And she spent the rest of the 
night walking the floor, talking to and listening to God… as she held on 
to that Christmas card with the picture of Mary saying “yes” to God. 

From that moment… a peace she had never before experienced 
overshadowed her… and her life turned a corner, and she began a 
process of change into the woman God had called her to be! 

You may be thinking, “How wonderful! God used a Christmas card to 
turn someone’s life around!” No, no! God didn’t use a Christmas card! 
God used that girl saying “yes” to Him to change her life!  

Just like He used Mary’s “yes” to change her life… and change the 
world! 

Just like He’ll use your “yes” to bless you in ways you can’t even 
imagine!  

Loved ones! This Christmas… open God’s precious, gracious gift! The 
gift He paid so much to be able to offer to you! The gift of Jesus Christ! 
Open that gift! Follow the example of Mary! Say “yes!” to God!  

 


