
Hosea Week 3 Manuscript  

Let’s pray: 

Father, thank you for this series.  Thank you for your word.  
Thank you that you are a God who continually pursues us and 
chases after us.  We are so thankful for that.  We also thank 
you for Jesus.  Jesus, we love you.  We pray this in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

We’re really glad you’re here tonight.  Like last week, we’ve put 
our message more towards the beginning of the service so that 
we can have a chance to respond in worship to the Lord.  Later 
in the message we’ll talk about how we will give ourselves a 
chance to respond to the Lord during the worship time. 

As we jump into tonights message, let’s look back so we can 
look forward.  For the past 3 weeks, we’ve been following the 
story of the prophet Hosea which is really a story about the 
nation of Israel. 

And really key to understanding the story of Hosea, is knowing 
that for generations and generations, the nation of Israel has 
not followed their God.  They’ve done all the God stuff, they’ve 
checked all the boxes, they’ve done all the religious rituals, and 
yet, if you were to cut them open, and look inside their hearts, 
you would see that God is far from them. 

And so God send’s his prophet Hosea, to call His people back 
to Him.  To be a herald to a people who are breaking 
themselves more and more by chasing after things that aren’t 
the Lord.  You have calling calling to his people, “Come back to 
me!” 

So God call’s his prophet Hosea, to marry someone who 
eventually will leave him to whore herself as a prostitute, and 
then God calls Hosea to go and buy his wife back, and they 
also have kids together, and God has them name their kids 
these crazy names as warnings of coming judgement. 

And God has Hosea do all this, so that his life will be a parallel 
of the nation of Israels life, so that Hosea’s life will be a living 
symbol, a living example of Israel’s relationship with the Lord. 



And this whole series we’ve been trying to show this 
connective tissue between us and Israel, between us and 
Gomer, between us and a people who do a lot of religious 
church stuff, but whose hearts often times are far from God. 

Paul David Tripp says: 

Idolatry isn’t just worship of bad things. No, the desire for even 
a good thing becomes a bad thing when it becomes a heart 
ruling thing. 

And we asked ourselves that question, what do we really want 
in our lives, what in our hearts are we valuing and placing 
centrality on that should be reserved for God. 

And I thought last week Francesca did such an awesome job 
putting an exclamation point on the night by her testimony and 
asking us if we even have space in our hearts for God. 

And I want to read you something that I read this week on 
idols of the heart that really hit home with me.  It says this: 

Hello. I am an idol. 
Don’t be afraid, it’s just me. I notice you’re turned off by my 
name: “Idol.” 
It’s okay. I get that a lot. 
Allow me to rename myself. 
I’m your family. 
Your bank account. 
Your sex life. 
The people who accept you. 
Your career. 
Your self-image. 
Your ideal spouse. 
Your law-keeping. 
I’m whatever you want me to be. 
I’m what you think about while you drive on the freeway. 
I’m your anxiety when you lay your head on the pillow. 
I’m where you turn when you need comfort. 
I’m what your future cannot live without. 
When you lose me, you’re nothing. 
When you have me, you’re the center of existence. 



You look up to those who have me. 
You look down on those who don’t. 
You’re controlled by those who offer me. 
You’re furious at those who keep you from me. 
When I make a suggestion to you, you’re compelled. 
When you cannot gratify me, I consume you. 
No—I cannot see you, or hear you, or speak back to you. 
But that’s what you like about me. 
No—I am never quite what you think I am. 
But that’s why you keep coming back. 
And no—I don’t love you. 
But I’m there for you, whenever you need me. 
What am I? 
I think you know by now. 
You tell me. 

Holy Smokes.  That just cuts through the mustard doesn’t it? 

We have an idol problem.  We have a broken desire problem.  
We have a wrong worship problem. 

But at the heart of the book of Hosea is there is this God, who 
love you, who cherishes you, whose heart breaks when you go 
after things that aren’t Him.  There is this God who even in all 
the messiness of your life, and all your failure, he comes and he 
buys you back over and over again.  And he wants to restore 
you, and say to you, “I am your God, and you are my people.” 

And that brings us to Chapter 14 of the book of Hosea.  And 
this chapter tonight is all about Repentance and Restoration.   

So as we dive into the text of Chapter 14 that Jessica read for 
us at the beginning of the service, keep in mind a couple of 
things are going on here historically in the nation.  And Hosea’s 
had this long, faithful ministry of trying to call the nation back 
to the Lord, but sadly the people have not listened.  The nation 
continued in their pursuit of things other than God,  And 
because of this God allows discipline and judgement to take 
place.  When Chapter 14 was spoken, Israel, the northern 
kingdom, is falling apart.  Understand here that Hosea, and his 
family and his friends and his community are standing on the 
threshold of conquest and exile and decimation by the country 
of Assyria.  But this wouldn’t have surprised Hosea, he’s spent 



his whole public ministry for decades warning people and 
prophesying about the impending judgement. 

And yet, with everything crumbling around him, with the threat 
of enslavement, foreign domination, death and destruction that 
is knocking on their door; Hosea continues his ministry, he 
continues his call from God to preach and reach a people and a  
generation that are so used to rebelling that it’s like breathing 
for them.  

That’s the immediate context of Chapter 14. 

And what we’ll see here in the chapter is the first 3 verses is a 
call to repentance, and the last 6 verses are a promise of 
restoration. 

So let’s work through it: 

A Plea to Return to the Lord 
14 Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God,  
for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.  
 2  Take with you words  
and return to the Lord;  
  say to him,  
“Take away all iniquity;  
  accept what is good,  
and we will pay with bulls  
the vows of our lips.  
 3  Assyria shall not save us;  
we will not ride on horses;  
  and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’  
to the work of our hands.  
  In you the orphan finds mercy.”  

Verse 1 leads off with by far the most important word of the 
passage and the book of Hosea. 

Return.  This word return is used 25 times in the book of Hosea, 
and in this passage alone, it is used 4 times.   

That tells us that it is a really important word, and something 
we should look at. 



Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled 
because of your iniquity. 
This word in the Hebrew here, shoov, literally means “turn”.  To 
turn away from something physically. To Return, to turn away, 
to change, to repent. 

God is saying ‘return to him’.  “Turn away from all you still 
chasing, even as I punish you and discipline you, and return to 
me”! 

There’s something so incredibly beautiful about verse 2 and it’s 
this.  Hosea writes:2 Take with you words and return to the 
Lord; say to him, 

Take with your words.  Notice here God doesn’t say, “Sacrifice 
50 bulls, or burn offerings, or some other religious ritual”.  No, 
God is asking through Hosea for simply words.  There is 
nothing Israel can do here but confess their sins and ask for 
forgiveness.  There is nothing they can do but repent.  There is 
nothing they can do but turn from what they’ve done, and run 
into the arms of a God who loves them deeply. 

And in the second part of verse 2, there begins the prayer that 
Hosea writes out, imploring Israel to pray. 

“Take away all our iniquity” the prayer says.  “Accept what is 
good”.  And when it says in the end of verse 2, “And we will 
pay with bulls and vows of our lips”.  What it’s meaning is not, 
“hey we’ll do all this stuff to earn this”.  What it means is that 
their lives will match up what their prayers are.  In other words, 
they will walk the walk and talk the talk.  Remember, they are 
guilty of talking the talk, but not walking the walk.  For so long 
Israel’s religious and prayer life have not paralleled or matched 
their actual lives, but in this prayer of repentance, the prayer is 
to change that, for these things to align once again. 

Verse 3 says, “3 Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on 
horses; and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the work of our 
hands. In you the orphan finds mercy.” 



Verse 3 in the prayer is them basically saying, We will not trust 
in other things or people to save us. Horses in the OT were 
symbols of power. 

And I love the second half of verse 3, “and we will say no more, 
‘Our God,’ to the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds 
mercy.” 

It’s basically saying, we will no longer worship things that aren’t 
you God.  We will no longer place supremacy and centrality on 
things that aren’t the Lord.  We will no longer let created things 
rule our hearts.   

And then the prayer ends with this incredible picture, “In you 
the orphan finds mercy.”  This statement in the prayer is an 
amazing throw back to statements of judgement in the first 
chapter of Hosea.  What did Hosea name his last kid?  Lo-
Ammi, that’s right, literally ‘not my people’.   

In that, there is this very real sense of separation.  You are not 
my people, I am not your God.  You are orphans now.  

And yet, in the prayer of repentance, Israel has the opportunity 
to pray and declare what? “In you the orphan finds mercy!” 

How beautiful is that reversal of language by the Lord.  It’s 
incredible.  There’s such hope there. 

And then we get to verse 4, and we see God’s loving response 
to that prayer. We see how God answers a prayer like that, how 
God answers prayers of repentance. And as we work through 
God’s response to this prayer of repentance, we going to see 
some really amazing things revealed about the heart of God…
So buckle up buttercup. 

Verse 4: 

4  I will heal their apostasy; I will love them freely, for my anger 
has turned from them.  

God says he will heal their apostasy.  Apostasy meaning 
abandonment of the Lord.  God is saying he will heal that.  It’s 
really interesting hear that God uses language of wounds and 



or disease.  When we run from God, and look to created things 
for joy and satisfaction, we are wounded and diseased, and we 
can’t fix or heal ourselves.  But what is so amazing here is 
God’s declaration, “I will heal your brokenness, I will heal your 
apostasy.” 

Maybe you can relate to that, that brokenness, living a 
wounded and diseased existence.  Maybe even now, you’re in 
that.  Your living a life that’s essentially abandoned God.  
Maybe you’re looking at all the brokenness and messiness that 
is your life, and you know that you can’t fix it.  

There is great hope here though.  God can heal you.  God can 
heal your apostasy.  God can heal your brokenness.  God can 
heal your wounded existence.  

And the second half of verse 4 gives us even more hope: 

I will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them.   

God says to the repentant heart, “I will love you freely.”  What 
God is trying to communicate here is that His love is not 
earned in any way.  He gives it freely, voluntarily, not under the 
compulsion or under control of anyone.  He’s the one that gives 
it.  It isn’t earned.   

There is great hope for us there, that God’s love can’t be 
earned in any way and that he freely gives it. 

It doesn’t matter how many boxes you check, it doesn’t matter 
how much you read your bible, it doesn’t matter how much 
religious activity your involved in, nothing earns you the love of 
God.   

There is so much hope for us in that, because we all know our 
track records.  We know how our performance compares to the 
standard of perfection.   

Thats the great hope and foundation that we have, that God 
loves us, not based on our performance but on the 
performance of Jesus. 

Then in verses 5-7, God speaks of blessings Israel. 



 5  I will be like the dew to Israel;  
he shall blossom like the lily;  
he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon;  

 6  his shoots shall spread out;  
his beauty shall be like the olive,  
and his fragrance like Lebanon.  

 7  They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow;  
they shall flourish like the grain;  

  they shall blossom like the vine;  
their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.  

Verses 5-7 are packed with agricultural terms and word 
pictures.  In all these words of blossoms, lillies, olives, and 
agriculture; God is using these things as symbols of blessing, 
and promising blessing to those who repent and return to him 
in the future. 

And the book of Hosea ends with verses 8 and 9 

8  O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols?  
It is I who answer and look after you.  

  I am like an evergreen cypress;  
from me comes your fruit.  

 9  Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;  
whoever is discerning, let him know them;  

  for the ways of the Lord are right,  
and the upright walk in them,  
but transgressors stumble in them.  

The book ends with this final reminder to Israel that God is 
longing for the day when his people will no longer worship 
idols, when his people will no longer chase after things that 
break them more and more, when his people will repent, and 
turn back to him. 

At the heart of all we’ve talked about in this series is a God, 
who is crazy in love with his people, and whose heart breaks 
over watching his people chase and pursue things that in the 
end are empty.  And God, in all that continues to pursue, 
continues to love, continues prompt and call, “come back to 
me”. 



This book is all about repentance and restoration.  There is a 
God who loves you.  There is a God who know’s what your 
going through, even deeper than you know.  There is a God 
who see the hidden compartments or maybe not so hidden 
compartments in you heart and wants to bring healing.   

There is a God who see our lives with all its messiness and 
complexities and he still loves us.  He’s pursuing us.  He’s calling 
us back to himself.  

And we could get caught up in all these steps to clean 
ourselves up, or to fix things in our lives and our hearts, and to 
try and fix it ourselves.   

But the great thing here is, all God wants from us is 
repentance.  All God wants from us is to turn away from the 
things that consume us, and to return to him.  That’s 
repentance.   

In the beginning of Chapter 14 of Hosea, the first three verses 
are a message from God to his people to return to him, and 
then there is this prayer.  

I want to contextualize this prayer of repentance for us here 
today. 

And if you look on each seat, there is a card with this prayer on 
it on one side, and on the other side is blank. 

And I am going to pray, and we are going to respond for the 
rest of the service in worship.  But our hope here is to give you 
chance to respond to the Lord.  A chance to write on that 
blank part of the card things your struggling with.  Idols you’ve 
let loose in your heart.  And our hope is that you would write 
that thing or those things on that blank half and that you 
would tear it off from the prayer, and that respond in giving 
that thing to God by walking over the the cross and putting 
that paper folded up on the cross.  We’ve got nails already in 
the cross so you can press in it on, or maybe you want to nail it 
on yourself.   



And the whole purpose behind an outward action like this, is 
not just to seem trendy or cool, but we can’t go through a 
series like this and not respond.  We can’t go through a series 
like this and just sit in the chairs like everything is fine.   

We have to respond to God.  We all have stuff here.  We all 
have struggles.  We all have things going on in our hearts, and 
there is a chance here to not just acknowledge that in the 
quietness of your own heart, but there is a chance here to 
repent, to say to God, “I’m done.”  And to physically take that 
stuff your dealing with, and to physically give that stuff over to 
God, by nailing it to the cross.   

And this does two things for us. 

1.  It gets us up off of our butts, and it just might be the thing 
that wakes us up to repent and turn to God. 

2. Doing things like this, out in the open, publicly, it’s what 
we’re all about as the family of Jesus.  It lets everyone here 
know that we’ve got stuff going on, and that we are here for 
one another, and to walk alongside each other as God works 
with us through our stuff. 

  So please, I know stuff like this can be hard for some of us, 
but if you’ve been wrestling with stuff in your hearts during this 
series, give it to God.  Write it on the card.  Rip that card off, 
and go nail it to the cross.  

We also know that for some of you, when you respond you 
might need prayer, so we’ve got Ben and Kat waiting there to 
pray with you if you need prayer.   

Phil is going to play for a little bit, and allow us to pray and 
contemplate, and whenever you feel ready, even as we get 
back into worship, don’t worry about anyone else, the lights are 
off anyway, bring your stuff to the cross, be prayed for. 

Let’s pray: 

Return to me, God calls to us, his children, whom chase after 
things we think will fulfill us.  Repent and Pray, “God, we know 
you can heal us.  We’re sorry for chasing after things we think 
will fulfill us other than you.  We’re tired of living lives where 



our words and actions don’t match up.  We don’t place our 
hope in our performance, we place our hope in you.  We repent 
of worshiping and placing our trust in created and unworthy 
things.  In you, broken, dirty, and messy things find hope, 
mercy and grace. You are making us new.  We love you Lord! 
Amen 


