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Where Your Treasure Lies… 

Good morning! 

If I were to ask you, in whom do you place your faith? In whom do you 
trust?  I’m fairly confident most of you would answer, “I trust in God! I 
trust in Jesus Christ!”  

But today, I want to challenge you to sincerely and honestly check your 
heart and see if your words and your attitudes match up with your 
actions and what you claim to believe. Today, I’m inviting you to really 
and truly examine your heart and see if the God you claim is in truth, 
the God you trust. 

And there is no more accurate measure of who we trust or what we 
trust in, than the truth of how we handle our money.  

By the way, today’s message is about money. I’m sure if I had 
announced that last week some of you might have found other things 
to do today.  

And I get it. Whenever Pastor Bob would speak on money, he had a line 
he’d always use: “People get funny when you talk about money.”  

That’s because our money and particularly how we use our money is a 
very personal thing!  

So people tend to get a little nervous when their pastors preach 
sermons on money. But honestly loved ones, I don’t care if this 
message makes you uncomfortable.  

And please understand, I don’t say that in a flippant or disrespectful 
way.                                                
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I care that you hear the Word of God! We are after all, Baxter Road 
Bible Church! We believe the Bible and what I’m sharing with you today 
isn’t my own creation, it’s from the Bible!           

I care that your response to the Word of God causes you to live lives 
that please God and grow closer to God. 

I care that you know, you really know, you trust God! Not just the way 
you say you trust Him, but the way Jesus says you need to trust God in 
order to be His disciples! 

I care that you understand the Christian walk is a lot like riding a 
bicycle; in that you’re either moving forward, or you’re falling off.  

And I care that you recognize and understand that difference in your 
walk with Jesus! So today, because I care, I’m going to talk about 
money, and how the Christian, the disciple of Christ, is called to handle 
their money. 

But before I do, I want to say I’m not talking about money today 
because this church is hurting for money. We’re not. We have a group 
of people who are regular, faithful, generous givers. It’s a surprisingly 
small group of people considering how many people call this church 
their church, but God is faithful.  

I’m not talking about money because I’m trying to raise funds for Pastor 
John’s Counseling Jacuzzi, though I personally believe that would be an 
extremely effective counseling tool, and I’ll tell you why. 

When people come for counseling, it’s generally because they’re having 
problems of some sort. But if you walked into my office and saw me 
waiting for you in a Jacuzzi, I have no doubt you’d instantly realize,  



3 
 

“Our problems aren’t that bad!” Now that would be effective 
counseling!  

So I’m not talking about money because of any immediate need Baxter 
Road Bible Church has, though, of course, this church has definite 
financial needs.       

I’m talking about money because how the disciple handles money, is a 
basic spiritual discipline. Like our prayer lives and how we handle the 
Word of God. Only we don’t spend near as much time talking about the 
spiritual discipline of money as we do talking about the power of prayer 
and the importance of reading God’s Word. We should. So today we 
will.   

Today I want to talk about how and why God cautions us about money 
and our attitudes toward it. How Jesus warns us about becoming 
obsessed with money and putting our faith in money. Of the danger of 
trusting in money instead of trusting in Him! 

God knows that money is a major concern for us. Almost from the 
beginning of our lives it is drilled into us, Go to school so you can get a 
good education – Get a good education so you can get a good job – Get 
a good job so you can make good money – Make good money so you 
can have a good life.   

Listen, it’s not wrong for us to want good things. The problem is where 
we look to, or more specifically, who we look to, to get those good 
things.   

As one man put it, “The problem for God is not when people have 
money. The problem is when their money has them. It’s when people’s 
possessions possess them.” 
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That is what God warns us about! And that’s what God warns us about, 
because that is the kind of life that draws us away from God! 

Jesus spent a lot of time talking about money.  

Many of the parables He told, spoke about money, not how to make it, 
or how to save it, how to spend it, or how much to give to what 
organization. When Jesus spoke about money, He spoke primarily 
about our attitudes toward money. 

And that’s what I want to focus on today; our attitude toward money, 
how each of us can check our own hearts and honestly judge where we 
stand, who we really trust.  

As believers, it’s crucial we do that regularly. It’s essential that we, who 
claim to follow Jesus, check our own spiritual dipstick on a regular basis. 
Paul says it this way in Philippians 2:12, continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling. 

Open your Bibles if you would to the sixth chapter of the book of 
Matthew.  

I want to focus on this passage from The Sermon on the Mount.  

Here is Jesus, teaching on a wide range of subjects, and He comes to 
this truth about human beings and money in Matthew 6:19. This is 
from the English Standard Version: 

 

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.  
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And then… in verse 24 Jesus continues:  
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and money.  

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put 
on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look 
at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his 
span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O 
you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the 
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  
 
Jesus is the master at cutting right to the chase, and that’s what He 
does in verse 24 when He says, “No one can serve two masters”. 
 
Remember, this is Jesus speaking, so he’s not offering up His opinion. 
He’s stating a fact. He’s speaking the truth. There’s no wiggle room in 
that statement. “No one can serve two masters.”  
 
And then, He tells us why no one can serve two masters. It’s in the next 
part of verse 24, where Jesus says, “Either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” 
 
Again, here’s God, who created us and who knows how we’re wired, 
stating a simple truth; we cannot serve two masters. And if we try, 
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we’re going to end up loving the one and hating the other. It’s that 
simple, we cannot serve them both! 
 
When you hear that, you might be thinking, “Ok, maybe I focus a little 
too much on money and things, but I don’t hate God! Maybe I don’t love 
Him like I should, but I certainly don’t hate God!” 
 
We’ve talked about it before, but it’s a crucial point here, the word in 
our passage translated hate, from the Greek can certainly mean hate 
like we generally think of hate; to despise or detest something, to “hate 
its guts”. But it can also mean to love less than, or to prefer something 
else more.  
 
God wants you to love Him more than you love anything else, not the 
same as, and certainly not less than. If you love God less than 
something or someone else, if you prefer something else more than 
God, you hate God. It really is that simple. And I’m not saying that, 
Jesus is saying that! 
 
We can only truly love one master. and in the last part of verse 24 Jesus 
bottom lines that truth, going from saying “No one can serve two 
masters”… to “You can’t serve both God and Money.” 
 
Do you see how Jesus changed it from master to money? The original 
word for money in this passage is mammon.  
No one’s exactly sure of the origin of that word, though the experts do 
agree its meaning is generally, riches, wealth, possessions or money. 
But mammon also carries a meaning of, “that in which one trusts”.  
 
There’s that trust word again! That in which one trusts. 
 
Jesus is saying you can really only fully trust in one thing and it’s either 
God, or it’s something else.  
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The issue here is trust. Who do you trust? Our society, our culture has 
taught us that we can only trust in what we can see, we can see money. 
We can see what money can do for us and so we’ve been conditioned 
to pursue money and wealth and possessions, for what they mean to us 
and what they say about us.   
 
Notice the focus there though, it’s on we and us! It’s on ourselves! 
When it comes to money our focus tends to be on ourselves.                  
And if you’re trusting money, you’re not trusting God! If you’re trusting 
in yourself that’s a problem! That’s what Jesus is warning us about! 
 
Isn’t it ironic, we print right on our money the words, “In God we trust”, 
but in reality, that’s just a slogan.  We don’t really trust God! And our 
own actions, yours and mine, prove that!  
I tell you, God doesn’t care what we print on our money! What He 
really wants is for us to have “In God we trust” printed on our hearts! 
 
Then, in verse 25, Jesus shows us how we can test ourselves and see 
who it is we’re trusting, God or ourselves.  
 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear.” 
 
Do you see the self-test Jesus is showing us here? It’s right there up 
front in verse 25, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry…” 
 
Worry! Worry is the telltale sign that you don’t trust God! 
 
Worry is the marker! Worry is the signpost that your possessions have 
become your god! That your money has become that in which you 
place your trust! That your money has become your mammon!  
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Anxiety, sleeplessness, nervousness, fear! They are all products of 
worry. And they all reflect a desire to put our trust in something we can 
see and touch and feel, something we think will supplement our faith.  

In fact, worry is a lot like trying to purchase faith insurance. How crazy 
is that? Worry is us saying, “I’ll trust God… but I need to be ready to step 
in just in case He doesn’t do what He says He’ll do.”  

Have you ever thought that? Have you ever felt that way?  

People, listen! God always keeps His promises! Always! 

Numbers 23:19 says, God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of a 
man that he should change his mind. Does he speak and not act? Does 
he promise and not fulfill?  

Deuteronomy 7:9 tells us this about God, He is a faithful God, who 
keeps his promise and is merciful to thousands of generations of those 
who love him and obey his commands. 

God always does what He says He’ll do! And you either believe that, or 
you don’t! You can’t believe God’s promises most of the time. You can’t 
believe God, but hedge your bets. You can’t serve God and mammon. 
You either believe God’s will do what He says, or you don’t!  

Worry is the disease that robs us of faith! And the disease of worry will 
never be healed by the amount of money in your bank account, no 
matter how much money you have in your bank account! 

And Jesus is saying if you find yourself worrying, it’s because you don’t 
believe God. And understand, if you don’t believe God, you’re basically 
calling God a liar! There’s no two ways about it! You either believe God, 
or you don’t. You either trust God, or you don’t! 
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Do you trust God? Can you see that trust in the way you handle your 
money? 

The promises God makes us about money, when we handle it the way 
He calls us to handle it, are actually pretty impressive! 

Jesus says in Luke 6:38, Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you.”  

In Malachi 3:10 God says, “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the 
LORD of hosts, see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” 

There’s a word Christians seem to chafe at; tithe.  

Tithe just means ten. It represented one tenth of something.                     
In the Old Testament the people of Israel were required by the Law to 
tithe, to give ten percent of their crops, their produce, their livestock, 
their money back to God. It was literally a tax. It helped finance the 
government, because back then there was no separation between the 
government and religion. They were one and the same.   

That has led a lot of people to claim tithing, the practice of giving ten 
percent of a person’s income back to God, is an Old Testament Law, 
and as such, it’s something Christians aren’t bound to follow.  

I want to share a couple of thoughts about that. 

First, tithing occurred in the Bible way before Israel was established as a 
nation, or the Law was given.  
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The first two times tithing is mentioned in Scripture come in Genesis 
14:20, when, after Abram rescued Lot from a band of marauding kings, 
he gave Melchizedek one tenth of the spoils he took from those kings. 

And in Genesis 28:20-22, when after Jacob had his dream where God 
promised him the blessings of Abraham, Jacob declared; “If God will be 
with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give 
me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so that I return safely to my 
father’s house, then the LORD will be my God 22 and this stone that I 
have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I 
will give you a tenth.”  

So, clearly, the concept of someone giving back to God one tenth of all 
God has given them is not strictly an Old Testament law. 

My other comment is actually a question to those who would claim 
tithing is an Old Testament law that doesn’t apply to Christians today. 
And that would be, how can you dismiss Old Testament principles like 
tithing, yet claim the promises of the Old Testament?  

Does the promise of Jeremiah 29:11 apply to you, “For I know the 
plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. But the principle of 
Proverbs 3:9-10, Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits 
of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and 
your vats will brim over with new wine…does not? 

Listen! You cannot legitimately claim one without the other! You can’t 
pick and choose the principles of God’s Word you want to follow or to 
dismiss. You just can’t! I’m not talking about the law. We as Christians 
are not bound by the law. I’m talking about the principles, the truths of 
the Old Testament!  
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Yes, the tithe was an Old Testament law, but that was never the 
purpose of the tithe. The purpose, the principle of the tithe was an 
intentional practice through which God intended to teach His people 
about His sovereign ownership of everything! And instead of being 
simply consumers of our blessings, God desires we stop and think 
through the blessings we’ve received, and why we’ve received them!  

Through the tithe, God took care of His people and through the act of 
tithing, or generous giving, whatever you want to call it, God continues 
to take care of, and bless His people.  

That said, I’m not going to stand here and tell you, you, as a Christian 
are commanded to tithe. You can’t be commanded to tithe any more 
than you can be commanded to love. 

It’s a choice! In fact, love always involves a choice. And tithing is an act 
of love. It’s an act of love directed toward God. Tithing or giving back to 
God is truly an act of worship!  

Tithing, giving, whatever you call it, is the act of the believer saying, 
“Thank you God for all you’ve given me! I love you! I want to 
demonstrate my love for you, by sharing those blessings you’ve poured 
out on me, with others!” 

I can’t say you’re commanded to tithe, but I can tell you you’re 
expected to be generous with your money! 

I can tell you, guarantee you, that if you asked anyone who faithfully 
tithes, they’ll tell you they do not regret it! They would tell you they 
could never imagine not tithing!  
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Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, Remember this: Whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.  

And then, three verses later, Paul says this: 10 Now he who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store 
of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be 
made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, 
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  

Here’s the truth: the Great Commission, you know, Matthew 28:19-20, 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you.                                          
The Great Commission is contingent on God’s people being generous to 
support the work of building the kingdom of heaven on earth! Kingdom 
building costs money, plain and simple! Operating a church costs 
money. And if you’re not regularly giving to your church, honestly loved 
ones, it’s not really your church.  

I know there are those who are in very tight financial circumstances. 
People who are in financial survival mode… living pay check to pay 
check. I want you to know God knows your needs… and He’ll meet your 
needs… Jesus says so in verses 31 and 32 of our passage; 31 So do not 
worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 

But Jesus doesn’t leave us hanging. He tells us how God will meet your 
needs… and it’s through faith and you putting your trust in Him!  
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In verse 33… Jesus tells us, 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
                                                                                                                                      
Seek God first, Jesus says that’s the key. Put your faith in God, trust God 
and God will take care of you. 

I’m not saying that suddenly you’ll have a ton of money. I’m saying God 
will take care of you. Probably not in your timing, but in His perfect 
timing. Probably not in the way you expected, but in His perfect way.  

The key is faith and trust! The key is always faith and trust!                
Hebrews 11:6 says, “…without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.  

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard Christians say, “I can’t afford 
to tithe. I can’t afford to give.” And every time I hear that, I think of all 
the blessings I have been blessed with, and I think, “I can’t afford not 
to!” The truth is, neither can you, and if you’re not giving, if you’re not 
generous then God isn’t that in which you place your trust! And you 
need to deal with that because you cannot follow God if you do not 
trust God! 

In our passage today, Jesus says to us: “Therefore I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body 
more important than clothes?” 

Jesus says if you’re worrying, you’re not trusting God to do what He 
says He’ll do in your life. It’s a sign that your attitude about money is 
wrong! It’s a sign your mammon, that in which you place your trust, is 
your master! 
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And for the next seven verses of our text, Jesus tells us about the 
futility and folly of worry and assures us of God’s promised provision if 
we’re faithful. 

Then, in verse 33, Jesus gives us the cure to our mammon-mania: 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well…” 

In other words, Jesus is saying if you love God more than money, if your 
faith is in Him, if God is the one in whom you trust, you’ll know. You’ll 
know because you will be seeking His kingdom and His righteousness 
first, above all, and before all else!  

You will see God as greater than your need. You will need God more 
than you need anything else. And you will find God supplies you with 
everything you need! But, you have to trust God will do those things! 

Jesus says in Luke 16:10-11 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can 
also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will 
also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in 
handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”   

People! God is not after your money, He’s after your heart!  

God doesn’t need your money! God not only owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills as Psalm 50:10 tells us. He also owns the thousand hills! 
Not to mention everything on them, in them, around them! It’s all His! 
If God wants something done, He doesn’t need your money to do it!  
He accomplishes His will through His own power and might, because 
He’s God!  



15 
 

But because God loves you so much, He wants to bless you by letting 
you work with Him! 

Think about it, did God really need an 80 year old stuttering shepherd 
to get His people out of slavery in Egypt? Did God really need to use a 
coward hiding in his wine press to be the General of His army? Did God 
really need a hot-headed, really bad fisherman to spread His gospel?  

No! God didn’t need them, but he wanted them! And He wants you! He 
wants you to work Him! He wants you, because He loves you and wants 
to be with you!   

But in order to be with God, you have to choose to trust God! God has 
to be that in which you place all of your trust all of the time!  You’ve got 
to know it’s God who provides for you, not you, not your money. And 
when you know that and are living that, God will be able to do great 
things in you and through you! 

Let me finish this message with a story, a true story. It’s the story of a 
man. This man was a man filled with drive and ambition and 
connections. By the age of 23, he had become a millionaire. By the age 
of 50 he became a billionaire. But three years later, at the age of 53, 
this man became very ill.                                                                                                                           

His entire body became racked with pain and he lost all his hair. He was 
in great physical agony all the time. This man, who could afford to eat 
anything on the menu at any of the world’s finest restaurants, could 
only manage to digest milk and crackers.  

He had an army of personal, highly skilled physicians working to restore 
his health, but try as they might, they couldn’t. In fact, all they really 
could do was tell him, they expected he would die within a year. 
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The irony of his situation was obvious to all who knew this man.                 
Here he was, one of the wealthiest men in the world, yet he couldn't 
buy a cure.  

His gold had been his god, his mammon, but now, his mammon 
couldn't save him. That year passed by agonizingly slow as he waited 
for his approaching and seemingly inevitable death.  

One morning, he woke up with the vague remembrance of a dream. He 
could barely recall the dream but knew it had something to do with not 
being able to take any of his successes with him into the next 
world. That dream shook him up! So he called in his attorneys, 
accountants, and managers and announced that he wanted to start 
giving his wealth away! And he did! He gave it to hospitals, research, 
and mission work. And indeed, the foundation he established and 
funded led to the discovery of penicillin! His foundation was also 
instrumental for funding that led to cures for malaria, tuberculosis and 
diphtheria and numerous other discoveries that greatly benefited 
mankind.                                                                                                                            

But perhaps the most amazing part of this man's story was this; from 
the moment he began to give back a portion of all that he had earned, 
his body began to heal. That man, whose doctors predicted would die 
at age 53, lived to be 98. That man was John D. Rockefeller. 

After his brush with death, Rockefeller often taught Sunday School and 
he was fond of saying this: “I believe it is a religious duty to get all the 
money you can, fairly and honestly and to give away all you can.” 

What does your money represent to you? Security? Status? Hope?                                            
Is your money that in which you place your trust?  
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Who do you trust? Do you know? I promise you, you can tell by how 
you treat your money, your attitude toward it, your heart for giving 
back to God. 

I want to read you something. It’s from Mark Dever’s book 9 Marks of a 
Healthy Church: 

Your life, you see, is like one of those old Polaroid snapshots. It is slowly, 
but surely developing into a picture of the God you worship. Before your 
very eyes you see in yourself the image of your god, the picture of the 
person or thing you worship, coming into focus as its character is 
replicated in your life. 

When you look at your Polaroid, what will you see?  

Do you find yourself worrying about money, pursuing it for what you 
think it can provide you? Let me tell you, Jesus says gold is a cruel 
master! Its shining path leads only and always to death, to separation 
from great God who created you, the great God who loves you! The 
God who loves you so much He freely gave you the most valuable thing 
He had, His only Son, Jesus Christ! 

And if you will trust Him, place your faith in Him, you can know the 
blessing of not being afraid, or anxious. You can know the blessing of 
God’s faithful and generous provision. You can know that God will 
never leave or forsake you! You can know the indescribable joy of 
working with your Heavenly Father, being transformed into His very 
likeness! And I promise you, no, God promises you, those blessings are 
far more valuable than all the gold in the world!  
 

 


