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Palm Sunday: Missing the Messiah 

Good morning! 

A little boy was sick on Palm Sunday and he had to stay home from 
church with his mother. His father went to church and returned holding 
a palm branch. The little boy was curious and asked, "What’s the palm 
branch for, dad?" The dad answered, "You see, when Jesus came into 
town, everyone waved Palm Branches to honor him, so we got Palm 
Branches today." In disgust, the little boy replied, "Isn’t that just great! 
The one Sunday I miss church, is the Sunday that Jesus shows up!" 

You don’t want to miss Jesus! 

But today, on Palm Sunday, I want talk about a whole city full of people, 

a nation full of people, who did just that! They missed Jesus! And I want 

to talk about how a whole world is on track to miss Him again! 

Today’s message is titled, Missing the Messiah! 

Turn in your Bibles to the 19th chapter of the Book of Luke. That’s 

where our passage for today is. It is the story of the Triumphal Entry, on 

that first Palm Sunday nearly two thousand years ago.  

We’re starting in verse 28, and we’ll read through verse 44. It’s kind of 

long… 17 verses, but a lot happens in these 17 verses, so pay attention 

because there’s a lot I think God wants us to see here. 

Luke 19:28… are you there? This is from the New King James Version: 

28 
When He (Jesus) had said this, He went on ahead, going up to 

Jerusalem. 
29 

And it came to pass, when He drew near to Bethphage and 

Bethany, at the mountain called Olivet, that He sent two of His disciples, 
30 

saying,  
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“Go into the village opposite you, where as you enter you will find a 

colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. 
31 

And 

if anyone asks you, „Why are you loosing it?‟ thus you shall say to him, 

„Because the Lord has need of it.‟ ” 
32 

So those who were sent went their way and found it just as He had 

said to them. 
33 

But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to 

them, “Why are you loosing the colt?” 
34 

And they said, “The Lord has need of him.” 
35 

Then they brought 

him to Jesus. And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set 

Jesus on him. 
36 

And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road. 
37 

Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of 

Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise 

God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, 
38 

saying: 

“ „Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!‟ 

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 
And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, 

rebuke Your disciples.” 
40 

But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should 

keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.” 
41 

Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 
42 

saying, 

“If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that 

make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 
43 

For 

days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 

around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 
44 

and level 

you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave 

in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of 

your visitation.” 

 

That’s pretty powerful stuff!  

On its face, this passage would seem to show the people of Judea didn’t 
miss Jesus. In fact, in this passage they’re cheering Him on, big time!  
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Verse 38 says that the people were shouting a great welcome to Jesus; 
“ „Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!‟ 

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

 

But a closer examination of this passage in Luke indicates Jesus knew 

the people weren’t really cheering Him. They were cheering someone 

else, something else entirely! 

The people really did miss the Messiah! They missed their Messiah! 

So today I’d like for us to peel this back a bit and see if we can’t figure 

out how and why they could miss Jesus. And how those same reasons 

that caused the people of first century Judea to miss Jesus, can cause 

us… two millennium later… to miss Jesus again! 

The first thing I want to do is point out a really important fact. Are you 

ready? Jesus’ didn’t show up unannounced! This Triumphal Entry was 

certainly no surprise pop-in visit!  

We all remember pop quizzes in school. The teacher would announce, 

generally when you hadn’t been paying attention or studying, “Put your 

books and notes away, we’re having a pop quiz!” Those were always 

fun! Everybody loved those, right? Well this wasn’t that! Jesus arrival 

was scheduled. And not only was Jesus arrival scheduled, but the Jews 

had the schedule and should have known the schedule! And Jesus… 

arrived exactly on time! 

I want to talk about two prophecies recorded in the Books of the Old 

Testament that were fulfilled in this event.  

The first we find back in verse 30. This is Jesus speaking, telling His 

disciples, “Go into the village opposite you, where as you enter you will 

find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. 
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31 
And if anyone asks you, „Why are you loosing it?‟ thus you shall say to 

him, „Because the Lord has need of it.‟ ” 
32 

So those who were sent went 

their way and found it just as He had said to them. 
33 

But as they were 

loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, “Why are you loosing the 

colt?”
34 

And they said, “The Lord has need of him.” 
35 

Then they 

brought him to Jesus. And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and 

they set Jesus on him. 

This whole donkey Uber thing… was prophesied more than five 

hundred years before! We find that prophecy in Zechariah 9:9, which 

says: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 

Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 

salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey. 

That’s the first prophecy I want to talk about that was fulfilled on that 

first Palm Sunday. That’s one big clue the Jews had that Jesus was 

indeed the Messiah. 

The next prophecy is even more impressive, but it requires a bit of an 

explanation, so stay with me here. 

Keep your place in Luke, but turn in your Bibles to the book of Daniel, 

chapter nine starting in verse 24. While you turn there, let me explain 

the passage we’re about to read.  

Daniel was one of the Jews taken to Babylon when God allowed the 

Babylonians to conquer Jerusalem. God had told the Jews, through the 

prophet Jeremiah, their dispersion would last 70 years, and that 70 

years was just about up.  
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So Daniel is praying to God asking Him “What’s next?”, when the angel 

Gabriel brings God’s answer to Daniel. It’s found in Daniel 9:24-26: 

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and your holy city, to 

finish the transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation 

for iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and 

prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy.                                                       

Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the 

command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there 

shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, 

and the wall, even in troublesome times. And after the sixty-two weeks 

Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the 

prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end 

of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war, desolations are 

determined.  

There’s a lot in that prophecy! We could preach a whole series on that 

passage alone!  

But for our purpose right now, there are a couple of points we need to 

clarify in order to understand this prophecy.  

First… the 70 weeks mentioned in verse 24 is actually 490 years.                 

The word weeks here, is translated sevens in other Bible translations, 

which is a good translation because the original Hebrew word there is 

shabua, which means seven. So 70 sevens, is 490.  

And historians and religious leaders are nearly unanimous in their 

agreement that the prophecy encompasses 490 years.  
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The second part… is the major part of the point I’m making. In verse 25 

it says, Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the 

command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there 

shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks… 

So we know from this passage, that from the time the Jews received 

the OK to rebuild Jerusalem to the coming of the Messiah, would be a 

period of seven weeks, plus sixty two weeks or, 69 weeks, which 

translates to 483 years.  

I’m going whip some quick math on you now, so hold on!  

The Jewish calendar year was 360 days. Our year is 365 days, but in 

ancient Hebrew, a year was 360 days. So 360 days times 483 comes out 

to 173-thousand-880 days. Remember that number: 173-thousand-880.  

We actually know when the command to rebuild Jerusalem was given. 

We find that in Nehemiah chapter two. It says that happened in the 

month of Nisan, in the 20th year of the reign of King Artaxerxes.  

Historians know when Artaxerxes was king. Combine that with the fact 

that in ancient Hebrew literature, if a specific day of a month was not 

identified, it was assumed the writer was referring to the first of the 

month. So with all that, we know that the command to rebuild 

Jerusalem was given on the first of Nisan, in the 20th year of Artaxerxes 

reign as king of Persia. Scholars have placed that day on the Julian 

calendar, and it is March 14, 445 BC.  We even know the day of the 

week it was, it was a Wednesday.  

Hold on to that date: March 14, 445 BC. 
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So, when did Jesus come and present Himself as Messiah to the people 

of Jerusalem? Luke says in the first verse of chapter 3, that Jesus 

started His public ministry in the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius 

Caesar, which historians say was 29 AD, and three Passovers later puts 

the year of Jesus’ triumphal entry at 32 AD. We know the date of that 

Passover because Passovers are regulated by the Paschal Moon, which 

is the first full moon of spring. Jesus arrived five days before that… on 

Sunday, April 6th 32 AD.  

I told you all of that to tell you this: the time between March 14th, 445 

BC and April 6th 32 AD is exactly 173,880 days! 

Jesus Christ arrived on the dot! The religious leaders had the book of 

Daniel and the book of Nehemiah, they knew those passages. They 

knew their nation’s history. And so they should have known when the 

Messiah was coming! They should have been the ones leading the 

people in welcoming the Messiah! But instead, they were the ones 

running up to Jesus and telling Him not to let the people refer to Him as 

Messiah! 

That’s why in verses 41 and 42 of our passage in Luke Jesus gets so 

emotional! 

Listen to those verses again, 41 
Now as He drew near, He saw the city 

and wept over it, 
42 

saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in 

this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are 

hidden from your eyes.   

                                                                                                                                       

Jesus says “this your day”! Because this was the day that Daniel 

prophesied about! 
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This was the day that God ordained for the Messiah to arrive!              

This was the day set into motion by Artaxerxes decree exactly                      

173-thousand-880 days before!  

It happened just like God said it would! It happened exactly when God 

said it would! And the people should have known… but they didn’t 

know! 

How is that possible? 

That’s the next thing I want to talk about, how could they have not 

known? How could they miss this incredible event? How could they 

have missed their Messiah? How could they miss, as Jesus called it, “the 

time of their visitation”? 

They missed Jesus because even as they cheered Jesus, and welcomed 

Jesus, they weren’t seeing Jesus! Not the Messiah Jesus truly is! 

They were looking for a Messiah to save them politically! A Messiah to 

liberate them from Roman oppression! A Messiah who would restore 

greatness to the nation of Israel! A Messiah who would fix all the things 

the people thought were the most important things, but the things that 

God puts little to no value on!  

They wanted a Messiah who would give them what they wanted.                

God gave them a Messiah who would give them what they needed! 

And they just couldn’t comprehend that! In fact, they wouldn’t 

comprehend that!  
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Their reaction to Jesus not being the Messiah they wanted, led the 

same crowd that on Sunday was cheering, “Hail Him! Hail Him!” to turn 

so violently against Jesus just five days later, on Friday when in anger 

they shouted, “Nail Him! Nail Him!” 

How could they have missed Jesus like that? 

You know what I think? I think they didn’t know who He was because 

they didn’t know who they were.  

The people of first century Judea made the way too common mistake of 

allowing their circumstances to define their identity.  

When the people looked at themselves, examined themselves, what 

they saw was an oppressed, occupied people.  

They knew they weren’t always that way. They knew at one point, 

under King David and King Solomon, that Israel was a world power. 

They were the envy of neighboring nations and peoples. They were 

God’s chosen people! But, then came the Assyrians, and the 

Babylonians, who conquered them and forcibly took them from their 

land. And when they finally got back, and rebuilt their capital city and 

their Temple, the Romans showed up and brutally occupied them. And 

so they muddled through their lives with the wrong idea of who they 

were and simply trying to survive, and wondering where was God and 

why had He forgotten them? 

People still do that! People today, maybe you’re one of them, allow 

their circumstances to rob them of their hope and to define who they 

are! 

And too often, their circumstances aren’t that great! 
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They’ve failed at a job, or at a marriage, or in a relationship; and so they 

believe they’re hopeless failures. 

They’ve lost homes, or possessions or family members; and so they 

believe they’re hopeless losers. 

They’ve done things they know are bad, really bad, things they wish 

they could take back but know they can’t; and so they think they’re 

hopelessly bad.  

In their hearts and in their minds they’ve allowed their circumstances 

to forge their identity! They’ve believed the insidious lie, that what 

they’ve done is who they are!  

Some of them are even professing Christians, but in listening to the lies 

of the enemy they have allowed their hearts and their minded to 

become paralyzed with fear and hopelessness! Their ears are tuned not 

to the voice of God, who loves them and calls to them, “This way! Come 

to me, I love you! To Me you have great value!”, but rather to the voice 

of their enemy who pours a never ending stream of his subtle lies right 

into their very souls; “you’re not enough, you’ll never be enough, you 

are worthless, for you, there is no hope!” 

No wonder they missed the Messiah! No wonder they’ve missed Jesus!  

Church! We need to understand that our circumstances only define us 

if we allow them that power! But if we’ll turn to God, and call on His 

Son Jesus as our Savior, our Messiah; God will be the one who defines 

our identity, God will be the one who shapes our destiny, God will be 

the one who raises us up to that place He has called us to be! 
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When we reject the lies of the enemy and instead tune the ears of our 

heart to God, we’ll hear God relentlessly and persistently calling us and 

declaring as Paul says in Romans 8,  

14 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 

15 
For you 

did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 

Father!” 
16 

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 
17 

and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ…  

They missed Jesus, because they didn’t know who they were!             

And because they didn’t know who they were, they were looking for 

the wrong Messiah!  

And, loved ones that begs the question: What kind of Jesus are you 

looking for?  

Do you see yourself as nothing more than the sum total of your 

circumstances? And as a result, are you looking for a Jesus who rescues 

you from the consequences of the poor financial decisions you’ve 

made? A Jesus who rescues you from the consequences of bad 

relationship choices you’ve made? A Jesus who rescues you from the 

lousy career decisions you’ve made?  

If that’s the Jesus you’re looking for, be careful because that’s not the 

Jesus of the Bible!  And if you’re looking for the wrong Jesus, you’re 

going to miss the real Jesus!  Just like the people of first century Judea 

missed the real Jesus! 
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The real Jesus didn’t come to put a band aid on your boo-boo! The real 

Jesus didn’t come to pound out the dents you’ve accumulated in the 

car that is your life. The real Jesus came to rescue you from the real and 

devastating and eternal consequences of your sin! 

The real Jesus came to make a way for you to live forever at peace with 

Him! 

The real Jesus came to once and for all defeat the forces of evil in this 

world and to destroy the power of death and the grave, and make them 

things of the past! The real Jesus came to, as He Himself said in 

Revelation 21:5, make all things new! 

That’s the real Jesus! That’s the Jesus of The Bible! And if you’re not 

looking for that Jesus, you will miss Jesus! Be careful loved ones! 

Because you cannot afford to miss the real Jesus! 

Perhaps the saddest part of our passage in Luke today, comes in the 

last part of verse 44.  

Jesus has just described the devastating consequences the people of 
Jerusalem were going to face… and then He tells them why: because 

you did not know the time of your visitation.” The people who should 
have known the time Jesus was coming, did not know when Jesus 
showed up. And the inescapable result of that failure, absolutely broke 
Jesus heart! 
 
“You did not know the time of your visitation.” 

Will you recognize the time of your visitation? There is most certainly 

coming a time when every eye will see and every knee will bow, I’m not 

talking about that day. That’s not a visitation, that’s a coronation! 

That’s the final climactic event of history!  
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I’m talking about when Jesus visits you personally! Scripture says that 

we love, because He loved us first. That is, we respond to God reaching 

out to us in love to reveal Himself to us, each of us!  

That kind of visitation isn’t a one-time visitation. God is persistent in His 

pursuit of us! He is, and has been persistent and relentless in His 

pursuit of you! Do you know that? 

Just like God gave the Jewish people of the Old Testament His plan for 

why, when and how He would reach out to them, God has given us that 

same “game plan” as it were.  

In Scripture, God flat out tells us He’s chasing us! Listen to God’s own 

words:  

“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 

sheep and will seek them out.”(Ezekiel 34:11) 

“I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them 

lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 
16 

I will seek the lost, and I will bring 

back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 

weak…” (Ezekiel 34:15-16) 

You need to understand God wants to be with us, and He wants us to 

want to be with Him!  

The foundation for our faith is not built on our works or our 

understanding, but rather on God’s relentless pursuit of us!                            

We have relationship with our Creator not because we sought Him out, 

but because He is in a non-stop, full throttle pursuit of us! 
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Paul says in Ephesians 1:16-18, 16 
I do not cease to give thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers, 
17 

that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18 

having the eyes of your hearts 

enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints… 

Don’t you know there is nothing we could do to keep God from 
pursuing us? There is no sin too great, no distance we could run that is 
too far, that would discourage God from chasing us, and loving us! 
From the moment you were born God has been pursuing your heart!  
His greatest longing is for relationship with you! Don’t let a wrong 
understanding of who you are or who God is, cause you to miss God or 
His incredible love for you! 

Don’t let your sin or your failures get in the way of running to the wide 
open arms of your heavenly Father! 

God is after your heart right now. He’s sweetly knocking on the door of 
your heart. Will you let Him in? 
 
Here He is! Here is Jesus! Humbly approaching you, just like Jesus 

humbly rode into Jerusalem nearly two thousand years ago!  

Jesus offers Himself to you!                                                                                                 

Jesus offers Himself for you!                                                                                                     

Jesus humbly and lovingly took your place on that cross, and yeah, 

that’s where you deserve to be! He took your place, He paid your 

penalty! A penalty you could never hope to pay!  

 



Page 15 of 15 
 

And after doing all that, for you, Jesus comes to you, walks right up to 

you, as you stand there in the mess you’ve made of your life. The mess 

you try so hard and so futilely to fix on your own. The mess you work so 

tirelessly to hide, from others and from yourself and from God! And 

with a perfect love you can barely begin to fathom Jesus declares to 

you: “Behold, I make all things new!”  

Oh loved ones! Don’t make the mistake of missing your Messiah!            

Don’t miss Jesus! 

 

 

 


