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Pondering the Parables III: 

The Persistent Widow 
Sermon: 

 

Good Morning/Afternoon! There is a note page in your bulletin so you can 

follow along with today’s message; if you didn’t get one and would like one, 

please raise your hand and one of our men will bring you one. 

 Open your Bibles this morning, or drag out your phone<flip or swipe over 

to the book of Luke, and land on chapter 18. We’re walking through some of the 

parables of Jesus this month. This week, we’re going through a short one<the 

Parable of the Persistent Widow.  

 As Pastor Erik said last week<and Pastor John the week before< we have 

only these few to ponder, so the likelihood that you’ve read them before<or 

heard messages about them before<is pretty high. I want to impress on you 

though, as John did a couple weeks ago, to be patient, and to open your hearts 

and your ears to Jesus’ words today. 

 Luke 18:1-8 - 1Now he told them a parable on the need for them to pray always and 

not give up. 2‚There was a judge in a certain town who didn’t fear God or respect people. 
3And a widow in that town kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me justice against my 

adversary.’ 

 4‚For a while he was unwilling, but later he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t 

fear God or respect people, 5yet because this widow keeps pestering me, I will give her 

justice, so that she doesn’t wear me out by her persistent coming.’ ‛ 

 6Then the Lord said, ‚Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7Will not God grant 

justice to his elect who cry out to him day and night? Will he delay helping them? 8I tell 

you that he will swiftly grant them justice. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, 

will he find faith on earth?‛ 

 If we look at the verses prior to this passage, we see that the first part of 

Luke 18 is actually the end of a conversation that started back in Luke 

17:20 when the Pharisees asked Jesus about the coming of the Kingdom of God.  
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 They were looking for a specific answer to the question ‚When will the 

Kingdom of God come?‛ They wanted to know when God would finally 

vindicate his chosen people. They wanted to know when God was going to come 

and set everything right.  

 They wanted to know when those who had been oppressing and 

persecuting the people of Israel would finally get their just due. They wanted to 

know when God's people would once again be set free. The Temple was almost 

completed and now they believed it was time for the nation to be reestablished. 

 Have you read the songs of Mary and Zachariah in Luke 1? Both songs are 

full of praise to God for fulfilling through Christ’s birth the day of God's 

restoration of the nation of Israel. Both speak of a time when things will be made 

right. Both speak of a time when God will lift up the poor, the powerless and the 

oppressed of the world. Both speak of a time when the lowly are raised and the 

arrogant and proud are brought low. 

 Mary, Zachariah, the Pharisees and the disciples were all looking forward 

to a day of reversal. They were looking for a time when the 1% would be forced 

to change places with the disenfranchised, the oppressed and the marginalized. 

 They were looking forward to the day in which they believed that God 

would put them into positions of authority and at the same time bring justice to 

those heathens that made up the society they were living in. 

 Haven’t we sometimes felt the same way as the Pharisees and disciples? 

How many times have we wished that the 1-percenters of the world would be 

forced to experience the anxiety of those of us who have to live from paycheck to 

paycheck<or feel the suffering of the homeless that are digging their meals out 

of dumpsters?  

 Haven’t we wished that the rich and the powerful had to work where we 

work, that their kids had to go to school where our kids go to school, that they 

had to live where we live, to have to try to make 1,750 bucks a month last for an 

entire month?  
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 To experience some of the uncertainty we have had to endure? Have we not 

wanted God to come down and create income equality and social equality? Have 

we not wanted God to come down and cast down the wicked and uplift the 

righteous? 

 Before we get too carried away with this line of thought, maybe some of 

you are wondering why I would have referenced such a specific number as 

$1,750. Well, if your take home pay is $1,750 a month, you net $21,000 a year. 

That ain’t much, is it?  

 Well, not in our society anyway, but according to GlobalRichList.com, you 

are in the top 3.2 percent of earners in the world. At your rate of pay, you’d work 

about 3 minutes to pay for a cold can of Coke; a laborer in Zimbabwe would 

need to work just over an hour for it. 

 Let’s say we bump that up to 35k a year<still not what we would consider 

extravagant wealth, right? But know this<you are one of the 1-percenters of the 

world.  

 (Somewhere in the world today a man is watching his wife and child die 

because they’ve been drinking out of a mud puddle and don’t have enough to 

eat and there’s no way to get to a doctor<while we crack open a bottle of water 

to wash down a bite of hamburger and fuss about how expensive it is to fill the 

tank on our car.) 

 Perspective is a powerful thing, isn’t it?  

 The disciples had been taught by Jesus to pray, "Your will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.", and we read in Luke 17 that both the Pharisees and the 

disciples were wondering<OK, we’ve been praying, now when? When is God's 

will going to be done here on earth? When would everyone who had chosen 

God<be elevated over those who were living lives of sin? When would God step 

in and take over? 

 In Luke 17:26-35 Jesus answers their questions.  
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 26‚Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man: 
27People went on eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage until the day Noah 

boarded the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28It will be the same as it was 

in the days of Lot: People went on eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building. 
29But on the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them 

all.  

 30It will be like that on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31On that day, a man on 

the housetop, whose belongings are in the house, must not come down to get them. 

Likewise the man who is in the field must not turn back. 32Remember Lot’s wife! 
33Whoever tries to make his life secure will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve 

it.  

 34I tell you, on that night two will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other will 

be left. 35Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other 

left.‛ 

 He tells them that the coming days of the Son of Man will be much like the 

times of Noah and Lot. God's judgment of man’s sin in the world came swift and 

sure. People who should have been ready were unprepared.  

 They had rejected God's warnings and sadly thought that nothing bad was 

ever going to happen as they continued to live in sin and rebellion. And Jesus 

tells them it’s going to happen the same way again when he returns. 

 The day will come when those who have oppressed and harmed others will 

face God's judgment, and when that day happens it will come suddenly. People 

will be caught completely off guard with no exit or escape. 

 Then Jesus lays this parable on them in chapter 18 - 2‚There was a judge in a 

certain town who didn’t fear God or respect people. 3And a widow in that town kept 

coming to him, saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’  
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 Understand that a widow in that time was someone that was helpless 

without a husband. And this widow, in particular, has been wronged in some 

way. Maybe someone has taken advantage of her, or stolen from her<maybe her 

husband’s relatives have taken his assets as their own<we don’t know. But she 

is seeking justice. 

 Initially, apparently, the judge that is presiding over her case isn’t having 

any of it. In the parable, the widow has to keep coming back to him and asking 

for justice against whoever it is that has mistreated her.  

 We only know two things about this man; he doesn’t fear God, and he 

doesn’t respect people. Not a great resume for a judge. At least not one I want to 

stand in front of. 

 If he doesn’t fear God, that means that as a holder of a position of 

considerable power, he sees himself as a man with no accountability. He can do 

as he pleases with no thought to the consequences of his actions or decisions. 

That’s an arrogant and dangerous man. 

 Secondarily, he doesn’t like people. He doesn’t care about people. He’s the 

kind of guy, if you’re suffering, he doesn’t care. If you were victimized, he 

doesn’t care. If you were ripped off, he doesn’t care. It doesn’t affect him, so why 

should he care about you? We get the idea that he’s heartless and cold and cruel. 

 But this woman just keeps coming back. Not that she has much of a choice 

if she is to survive. I imagine that after the judge’s initial rejection, this woman 

just happens to show up everywhere he goes.  

 When he gets to the office in the morning, she’s waiting for him. When he 

breaks for lunch, she’s sitting outside his door. She bumps into him on his walk 

home at night.  

 If he had a cell phone<she’d be the one blowing it up with text messages, 

and posting all over social media about how this guy won’t help her with her 

case. The pressure escalates to the point that finally, he just gets tired of seeing 
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her. In verse 5 he thinks: because this widow keeps pestering me, I will give her justice, 

so that she doesn’t wear me out by her persistent coming. 

 You can persist in a lot of different things, and in a lot of different ways. 

Some are good and some<not so much. Let’s say you’re in a 

relationship<you’re dating and eventually one of you doesn’t want to be 

together anymore but the other persists. Good or bad? Bad. We call that stalking. 

That’s bad persistence. Don’t do that. 

 OK<here’s one<as you approach the grocery store<you’ve repeated to 

every Girl Scout in the gauntlet that you already have a pallet of Thin Mints in 

your kitchen <but the last one in line<the little cute one<follows you into the 

store with puppy dog eyes expounding on how you need 

just<one<more<box<  

 Any Girl Scouts in here? Or Girl Scout moms<you know who you 

are<that’s bad persistence. Let a guy try to recover from the holidays before you 

get him back on the sugar wagon. 

 Sometimes, though, you can have a good kind of persistence, right?  It’s an 

honorable character trait. If you’re gonna have a good marriage, you both need 

to learn some persistence. If you’re gonna be a good parent, you’ve got to have 

some persistence. If you want to be a good athlete, musician, have a 

business<you need to have<persistence. 

 It would be easy to read this passage and conclude that Jesus is teaching us 

that in order to be successful in our prayers, all we have to do is to continue to 

harass God and eventually we will wear Him down. But is that really the point 

of this parable? 

  How many parents in the room? What do you think? Would God, as a 

parent, really advocate for us to continually beg and plead for him to fix the 

things in our lives that we perceive as not going well. Ever had that happen to 

you? It’s not very pleasant is it? It’s sometimes an effective tactic, but not very 

pleasant. 
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 I don’t think so either. The word parable comes from a combination of two 

Greek words: para means ‚beside‛ and bollo is the verb, which means ‚to 

throw‛. A parable means something that is thrown beside something else to tell 

you something about it. For example, if you put a tape measure beside a fish, it 

will tell you what size it was before you started telling the story about catching it 

to your buddies. 

 Parables can be comparisons, and they can be contrasts. In this instance, 

this is a parable of contrast.  

 In verses 6-8 Jesus says: ‚Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7Will not God 

grant justice to his elect who cry out to him day and night? Will he delay helping them? 
8I tell you that he will swiftly grant them justice.‛ 

 Even the unjust judge relented and granted the widow the justice she was 

after. Probably to save his own sanity or his own reputation, so the act was 

completely self-serving, but still, he gave in.  

 Jesus contrasts this godless, uncaring, self-seeking judge with the Judge, 

God the Father, who grants justice not for his own benefit, but for the benefit of 

those who he calls his elect. If you’re a disciple of Christ<that’s you! And Jesus 

tells you God is listening for your voice! 

 What do you use that voice for? You’ve been granted an audience with the 

Judge; what will you ask for? I’ll tell you what I ask for: I ask that God puts these 

sermons together in a way that honors him.  

 I pray for health, strength and protection for my wife, my daughter and her 

husband, my son and his friends, and that they will continue to seek God as their 

number one relationship.  

 I pray that the people in this church unite and function as the body of 

Christ we have been called to be. 
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 I’m reminded of a famous preacher in Georgia that had a lot of, shall we 

say, un-usual expressions. One of them was this: ‚When a man prays for a corn 

crop, God expects him to say ‘Amen’ with a hoe.‛  

 Yes, pray without ceasing and as this parable says<don’t give up. Those 

are things we find in scripture. But sometimes I think we mis-interpret that to 

mean just pray.  

 Sometimes to just pray is all we can do. There are often situations that we 

are powerless in, so we turn that over to the One that has all power. And if that’s 

all you can do, then pray hard and pour your heart out to God. 

 But if you can do something<do it. James 2:15-16 reads:  15If a brother or sister 

is without clothes and lacks daily food 16and one of you says to them, ‚Go in peace, stay 

warm, and be well fed,‛ but you don’t give them what the body needs, what good is it? 

 So if you can pray for someone to get a job, but you also know of a place 

that’s looking for an employee<maybe you can be troubled to make a 

connection? 

 Another way we can misinterpret ‚pray continuously‛, is that we pray, but 

are unwilling to let God work. Several years ago I watched a young pastor give 

nearly an hour-long message carrying a huge rock in his arms. Several times 

during his message he paused and prayed out loud< ‚Lord, please release me 

from the burden of carrying this rock! Free up my hands to use to your glory!‛.  

 Towards the end he was covered in sweat and shifting the load from side to 

side<it was clear he was really struggling with that thing. And he walked off the 

platform<still carrying that rock. 

 How many of us do that? We pray the same things over and over<things 

that God heard the first time we prayed them, but we can’t seem to let him take 

them! At some point you have to give those burdens to God and let him keep 

them.  
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 Oh, that doesn’t mean you stop praying<when I pray for the health and 

godliness of my family<that’s something that really isn’t up to me. I can’t make 

them healthy or godly, so all I can do is pray, but I also don’t have to beat down 

the doors of heaven with the same prayers.  

 Instead, if I truly have given that over to God, my prayers should change, 

shouldn’t they? When you’re in prayer with someone often, your spouse, your 

children <GOD<you hear their heart, and your heart becomes more attuned to 

theirs; more in line with theirs.  

 And your prayers will gradually change. Especially if your heart is coming 

in line with God’s heart!  ‚God, bring salvation to my wife and kids!‛ changes to: 

‚God, what can I do or say today that will help them to see the importance of a 

relationship with you?‛ 

 When I pray for unity in the church<I can’t make you unite and love each 

other, but I can pray ‚Lord, how can I model that today? What encouragement 

can I give to someone who is struggling with forgiveness or love?‛ 

 When I pray for sermon development<now I have to say Amen with a 

hoe! I have to give legs to that prayer! If I don’t read and study and chew on it 

and type it<well, I’m gonna be pretty embarrassed when I get up here with 

nothing. 

 Understand that God doesn’t want you to fail. He wants you to have peace 

and joy and he knows there are things you need and want. He wants you to have 

what you need. Newsflash<you’re not going to get everything that this world 

makes you think you want.  

 But Matthew 7:11 makes it clear that God knows how to give good gifts to 

his children. So pray<do what you can do, put down the rock<and look for 

ways to change the way you pray as you move into the next steps that God has 

laid out for you. 

 We’re coming to the end of the parable, but just as Pastor Erik related in last 

week’s message, Jesus also ends this parable with a twist. We find it right there at 
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the end of verse eight. After Jesus refers to the days of Noah and Lot and tells the 

story of the widow and the judge, he ends his lesson with a question of his own  - 

Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?  

Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?  

 Uh oh! The Pharisees and the disciples have been questioning Jesus about 

God's faithfulness. When will God being a faithful God finally put things into 

their right order? When will God come down and redeem His People? When will 

those people who have been persecuting and oppressing people finally get what 

is due them? 

 Jesus doesn't side step their question but he turns it around and asks - 

When that day happens<and it will, just how many people will be found that 

are faithful? Just how many will there be to be saved?  

 Now, we start to understand why Jesus spoke of Noah and Lot. It wasn't 

just to let his listeners know that God will bring judgment. It wasn't only to let 

them know that it will happen quickly and without warning. It was to remind 

everyone that when those events happened the number of souls ready to be 

saved were very few in number.  

 In the case of Noah it was only eight people out of the millions or billions 

that were living on the planet. In the case of Lot it was only four (eventually only 

three) among all the people that lived in the region of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 In 2 Peter 2:5 we are told that Noah was a herald of righteousness. That 

means that while he was building the ark he used all his spare time to preach 

and live for God. He not only built the boat he also did all he could to share the 

message of God. He told people about the love of God and warned them against 

the dangers of idolatry and sin. 

 2 Peter 2:7-8 tells us a similar story concerning Lot. The passage says that 

Lot’s righteous soul was tormented by the lawless deeds he saw and heard. Peter tells us 

that Lot did all he could to live in a righteous way, to preach the message of 

righteousness and to rescue people from a life of evil. 
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 Both men were found to be righteous at the time of God's judgment and 

both men were spared. One was given a boat while the other was led out of the 

path of destruction by an angel. But the bottom line is both men and those who 

chose to follow them were saved. 

 At the end of verse 8 Jesus looks at his listeners and asks them - When 

God's vindication comes: 

 How many on earth will be faithful? And how many will be faithful 

because you have remained faithful? 

 So we see that this short parable can be condensed even further into this: 

‚Don’t get tired of praying, but know that you aren’t dealing with a Judge that 

doesn’t care about you. He stands ready to defend you and to make all things 

right, and he will do just that, but will you, in turn, remain faithful?‛ 

 Jesus wants the Pharisees, the disciples and everyone who reads this 

parable<that means us<to understand that our Heavenly Father is at work. 

Maybe not at our speed, but he is accomplishing his purposes in his timing.  

 2 Peter 3:8-9 says - 8Dear friends, don’t overlook this one fact: With the Lord one 

day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9The Lord does not delay 

his promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 

perish but all to come to repentance. 

 If today were the day that God sent Jesus back to bring his people home - 

would we be found faithful and true? Would our lives - our prayer lives, our 

worship, our time spent with God to build a relationship with him<would that 

life be purified by God’s fire, or consumed by it? 

 If today were the day that God sent Jesus back to bring his people home - 

what are you doing right now in this season of your life as an individual, as a 

family, as a body of Christ<to reach out to those who need salvation? What are 

you doing to be a Noah and a Lot to your community? 



12 
 

 Here’s what Jesus is asking you today: When I return, will I find you 

faithful? Will you be persistent in prayer and in doing good? When I come back 

will your heart, mind and soul still be surrendered to me? Will I find you at work 

sharing my gospel? Will I find you reaching out to the poor, to the oppressed 

and to the unsaved? 

We are people who believe that Jesus is coming back one day, amen? Until that 

time let’s do all we can to be faithful. Let’s commit to do all that we can to make 

sure that when Jesus returns there are more than 12 that are ready to go home. 


