
Pondering the Parables II: The Good Samaritan 

Goodmorning/Afternoon 

Really glad you are here today.  And I am really excited about 
this series that we are doing, Pondering the parables.  I am 
excited for all that God is going to teach us through this series.   

Like Pastor John opened the series up last week, we are going 
to dive deep into the parables.  And as he mentioned last week, 
the parables are so rich with truth and meaning, but for a lot of 
us, because we are familiar with them, we often don’t really 
know what they mean, or what truths Jesus really was trying to 
communicate.   

Like we are content splashing in the puddles of the parking lot 
of the beach, when a few feet away is the depths of the ocean.  

So, journey with us, as we plunge into the depths of the 
teachings of Jesus together.     

Let’s pray: 

Father, Thank you for your word.  Thank you for the unending 
riches that are found in your teachings.  I pray for us as we look 
at the parables taught by your son Jesus.  I pray that you 
would open our minds and our hearts.  That you would help us 
to look past what we think we know, or what we’ve been 
taught in the past about these parables.  Give us fresh eyes 
Father.  We love you and thank you for this.  We pray this in the 
name of the Father, and Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Today we are looking at I would dare to say one of most well 
known parables as taught by Jesus.  It is so well know, that the 
phrase “Good Samaritan” is used in pop culture, and people, 
christian or not, know what you mean.  To love your neighbor.  
To be a good neighbor.    

But I would venture to say, because it is so well known, it is also 
one of the most misunderstood. 

So as we dive into this parable today, I want to challenge you 
to see this parable with fresh eyes.  To put whatever you think 



you know about this parable on the back burner, and to ask, 
“God, what would you have me learn from this parable.” 

Confession time:  As I prepared for teaching on this parable of 
the Good Samaritan, I confess, that I thought I had it all figured 
out when I approached the text.  I thought, ok cool, easy peesy, 
Jesus wants us to love everyone, and be a good neighbor.  
Boom, slam dunk. 

But as I worked through the text, I was really convicted that I 
was content with splashing in the puddles of the parking lot of 
the beach, and God’s Spirit turned me around, and ushered me 
into the depths of the ocean of God’s word, so I hope to help 
you accomplish this as well today with the Spirits help. 

Let’s get to the text.  I want to start with the parable, and from 
there we will zoom out to get the context of the parable and 
continue to zoom out.   

The parable starts in verse 30 and goes to verse 35.  Let’s read 
through that: 

30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him 
and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now 
by chance a priest was going down that road, and when 
he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a 
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own 
animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave 
them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and 
whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come 
back.’  

Pretty simple story to understand, right?  Guy gets mugged.  
Two guys who should have stopped don’t.  The third guy goes 
above and beyond.  Jesus wants us to emulate the Good 
Samaritan. 



Alright, sermon done.  Let’s close in prayer.   

Just kidding.   

Let’s zoom out from this parable just a little bit to get some 
context.  Remember, context in understanding scripture is 
everything.  So let’s zoom out just a bit and see how the 
context shapes our understanding fo the parable.   

Let’s go back to verse 25, and what you’re going to see here, is 
Jesus tells the Parable of the good Samaritan as he teaching a 
group of people, and a lawyer challenges Jesus, and starts 
asking Jesus questions. 

Look at Verse 25, it says: 

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test 
Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?”  

So Jesus is teaching and a lawyer stands up.  This isn’t Law and 
Order folks.  This guy is a lawyer in the sense that he is an 
expert in the Old Testament Law, the Pentateuch, the first 5 
books of the OT. 

And this lawyer isn’t standing up out of respect for Jesus, he’s 
clearly challenging Jesus.  In verse 25 it says the lawyer stood 
up to test Jesus.   

So the question that the lawyer asks Jesus is a question 
designed to trip Jesus up, to make Jesus say something that 
his enemies can use against him. 

This is a lot like when reporters question politicians, to trip 
them up, to get them to say things that compromise their 
positions. 

What you’re gunna see here, is your going to see Jesus see this 
guy coming from miles away, and your also going to see Jesus 
take his opponents questions, turn them upside-dow, by asking 
his own questions, and Jesus is straight up going to Evangelize 



this guy.  And its really easy for us to miss that, because we’ve 
read this parable so many times, we miss it.   

So back to the conversation between the Lawyer and Jesus.   

So the Lawyer asks Jesus a question in verse 25.  He asks, 
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Seems like a pretty straight forward question right?  Wrong.   

Besides this lawyer trying to trip Jesus up, his question reveals 
so much wrong with where this lawyer is coming from. 

What shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

Do you hear anything wrong with that question.   

1st off, inheritances aren’t earned. They’re given to people born 
into a family usually. 

More problematic in this lawyers question is that he thinks he 
can earn eternal life by doing something.  In other words, he 
believes in a  works base salvation.  This lawyer believes in self-
justification, that he can justify himself before God based on his 
performance, things he can do.  And we’ll see Jesus continue 
to confront this man’s belief of that over and over in the 
passage.   

If we’re honest here, this idea of self-justification, of thinking we 
can justify ourselves before God based on our performance is a 
pretty common belief system, and has been for thousands of 
years. 

It’s common for people who don’t know the Lord these days to 
believe that the good they do will outweigh the bad, as they 
stand before God, and they’ll somehow squeak into heaven.   

Now before any church people here try and separate 
themselves here, and think, “Oh those silly worldly people.” 

This same attitude of self-justification has insidiously crept into 
the church.   



For a lot of us in the church, we keep ourselves really busy with 
religious activity.  We do studies, we attend services, we do our 
quite time, we check all these boxes, and it’s really easy for us 
to place our trust and hope in this religious activity, and to 
have Gospel Amnesia, to forget our hope is in Jesus and what 
he’s accomplished for us. 

Hear me out, religious activity is fine and good.  God wants us 
doing things in our lives that enrich our relationship with him.  
So going to church, reading your bible, praying, studies, giving, 
etc, all these things are good things, but sadly for many of us, 
over time, we start to feel justified in those things, rather than 
in Jesus. 

Back to the lawyers question of, “What shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 

In usual Jesus fashion, Jesus answers the man’s question with 
an question.  In verse 26, Jesus asks the lawyer, “What is 
written in the Law? How do you read it?” 

And the lawyer responds in verse 27: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 

Now, we’ve heard this answer before, from Jesus’ mouth, only it 
was an answer to a different question in Mark 12, what is the 
greatest commandment? 

This lawyer is quoting from the law, the Pentateuch, in which 
he is an expert, specifically Deut. 6 and Leviticus 19. 

Then in verse 28, Jesus responds to the lawyers answer: 

28 And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do 
this, and you will live.” 

Now you might be sitting here and you hear this response of 
Jesus, and think that he’s telling the lawyer how to become a 
Christian and inherit eternal life.  By loving God and loving 
others. 



Is that what Jesus is saying?  Of course not?  

Jesus is confirming that the answer to original question on 
inheriting eternal life is perfection. 

This is the flow of the conversation:  

What do I do to inherit eternal life? 

What do you say? 

Love God and Love people? 

Right! Now go and do it! 

Do you hear the tone of Jesus in his answer to this lawyer? 
Do this and live?!  Be perfect and you get eternal life.  Love 
God and love People perfectly, and you get eternal life.  Go 
ahead, do it. 

It’s like Jesus is antagonizing the lawyer, “Go on, do it.” 

The crazy and scarier thing here is the lawyers response to 
Jesus, because the lawyer doubles down, on his self-
justification, he doubles down thinking he can actually attain 
perfection of his own merit. 

Verse 29, says: 

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?”  

Can you hear the condescension in the tone of this lawyer. 

Well who is my neighbor then? 

Have you ever dealt with a teenager who thought they knew 
everything, and they talked to you like that? 

Da da da da? 



And it’s at this point, that Jesus tells the story of the Good 
Samaritan.   

This is the context of the parable.  Jesus is having evangelizing 
conversation with a know it all lawyer, and he tells this parable.  
Jesus starts building the story in verse 30. 

30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him 
and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead.  

Understand here that Jesus is making up a simple story to get 
a deep and profound truth across to this lawyer and to us.   

The road to Jericho was a real place, and Jesus chose to set 
this story in a known place that his audience was familiar with.  
The road was 17 miles, mostly downhill and jagged.  It was 
windy, it was treacherous, and it was notorious for people 
being robbed there. 

So of course, in Jesus’ story, a man is robbed, stripped, and left 
for dead.   

Notice here, Jesus doesn’t identify the man.  That’s on purpose.   
He doesn’t want his audience to make an judgements or 
assumptions about the man who has been robbed. 

Jesus continues in verse 31: 

31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and 
when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So 
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side.  

So a priest see’s this man, and rather than stopping, he passes 
by on the other side of the road.   

Then a Levite, kind of like a junior priest comes, and passes by 
too. 



Now you would think that these two would stop and take care 
of this guy.  I mean, they were the religious leaders of the day.  
But they don’t. 

Then in verse 33, an unlikely hero emerges: 

33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he 
was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He 
went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him 
to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he 
took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, 
saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I 
will repay you when I come back.’  

So this Samaritan, who by the way is what the lawyer would 
refer to as a Jewish halfbreed, has just come in to save the day.  

But here’s the thing, he doesn’t just bandage this guys wounds.  
He goes above and beyond.  He brings him to an inn, and pays 
for the inn keeper to nurse this guy back to health.  He doesn’t 
just run up a bill so that the man when he’s better might be 
enslaved to pay it back, no, he pays above and beyond. 

Now, you and I read this, and we think this sounds extreme.  
And the lawyer would have thought the same thing too.   

But you have to understand here, how scandalous this parable 
would have sounded to the lawyer and Jesus’ audience, that a 
Samaritan was the one who stopped and helped this man. 

To help us understand how crazy this parable sounds, a 
modern comparison would be this: 

It’d be like if Jesus were here today, telling us, Baxter Road 
Bible Church, this parable, and the 1st guy on the road to Denali 
who see’s this injured guy, and just goes on past is a Non-
denominational Pastor. 

Then the next guy who passes by is a Catholic Priest, and he 
doesn’t do anything to help the guy. 



But the third guy who passes is a Muslim, and the Muslim, helps 
the injured man, and pays for him to get better. 

Sheesh, It got really uncomfortable really quick in here didn’t it. 

I mean, a Muslim, that’s not supposed to be there hero of the 
story. 

As uncomfortable as people here might feel with a muslim 
being the hero of the story, is the same uncomfortableness that 
people would have had with a Samaritan being the hero of the 
story. 

The Samaritans in Jesus’ day were a despised people.  They 
were known by the Jews as half-breeds because of their 
intermarrying with people from other nations during Israel’s fall 
and enslavement.  And they were known as Heretics because 
they only followed the pentateuch and didn’t adhere to the rest 
of the old testament, yet still claimed to be God’s people. 

This Samaritan, this despised, halfbreed, theological heretic is 
the hero of Jesus’ story. 

So Jesus set’s this whole story up, and then he asks the Lawyer 
in verse 36: 

36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?”   

I want you to think about how penetrating this question is that 
Jesus is asking of the Lawyer.  Remember, the whole parable 
starts off with a question from the Lawyer, “Who is my 
neighbor? 

And rather than answer the question, Jesus tells the parable 
and then flips that question on it’s head by asking, “Which of 
these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man 
who fell among the robbers?” 

Jesus is essentially asking the lawyer, “Who in the story was 
being neighborly?” 



And the lawyer has to answer in verse 37: 

“The one who showed him mercy.”  

Did you hear that.  The Lawyer can’t even say the word 
Samaritan.  You didn’t mention Samaritan’s in positive lights.  
But this lawyer is forced to. 

And what is Jesus’ response to the lawyer after his answer: 

“You go, and do likewise.” 
  
Essentially Jesus is exposing the lawyer’s self-justification by 
telling him to “Go and live perfectly”, “Go, love God, love others, 
be a perfect man, and if you can do those things perfectly, then 
you’ve earned eternal life.   

You see this parable, this passage, this conversation between 
the lawyer and Jesus its all about self-justification.  It’s all about 
exposing the heart of man, that says, “No look, look at all i can 
do, look, I can do this and do that, I can earn my way into 
heaven.” 

Here’s how we know that.  Besides the fact that every time 
Jesus answer the lawyers questions in this conversation he is 
daring him rely on his self-justification to inherit eternal life. If 
we look at this passage and zoom out just a bit to the rest of 
chapter 10, we will see two really telling stories, that sandwich 
this conversation between he lawyer and Jesus. 

Look forward in your Bibles at Luke 10:38-41.  It’s where Jesus 
is at the home of Martha, and Martha is running around like a 
crazy women, doing this and do that, totally distracted from 
Jesus; doing, doing, doing. And then you have Mary, whose just 
sitting at the feet of Jesus.  And Jesus gently rebukes Martha, 
and says in verse 41: 

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about 
many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has 
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away 
from her.” 

  



Martha is doing all this stuff, and you can see how doing, doing, 
doing can lead to self-justification in her case, and Jesus gently 
rebukes her and points to Mary who is at his feet, and in so 
many words tells Martha, that she should be right there with 
Mary.   

Let’s zoom out a little more and look at the beginning of 
Chapter 10.  In the beginning of Chapter 10 you have Jesus 
sending out 72 missionaries.  And these missionaries go out, 
and they do amazing things in the name of Jesus, and in verse 
17 it says: 

17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even 
the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18 And he said 
to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents 
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 
nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in 
this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.” 

These missionaries are all pumped, with all they’ve done in the 
name of Jesus.  You can see how that leads to self-justification 
right?  Think about it, “Lord, Lord, Look at all that we did in 
your name.” 

And what is Jesus’ response to them? 

“do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 
rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

To put it another way, Jesus is saying, “Don’t put your hope in 
all that you can do, even if its in Jesus’ name, put your hope in 
the fact that you are known by the Father! 

There’s a story about Martyn Lloyd-Jones, who was 
probably the most gifted preacher in the English speaking 
world in the twentieth century. He exercised his ministry in 
the Westminster Chapel in London. And for decades his 
voice in books and on tapes and audio was certainly the 
most influential English preaching voice anywhere in the 
Western world. Tens of thousands were converted under 
his ministry, genuinely converted. And he himself was 



bound up with all sorts of ministries that brought revival 
to the church of his day.  

His influence was vast. But when he was succumbing to 
cancer as he lay in his flat in London, he would get up and 
put on his three-piece suit. Even though he was ill he 
never did anything without his three-piece suit on. Then 
he sat in a chair and edited a manuscript for an hour. Then 
he’d get undressed and go back to bed. He had no energy. 
He was only six months from his death.  

A man named Iain Murray, who was designated to be his 
biographer would go and see him, asking him questions, 
doing research before the “doctor” died. (They called him 
doctor because he was a medical doctor before he was a 
pastor.) And on one occasion Iain asked him, “How are 
you coping emotionally now that you’ve been put on the 
shelf? For decades everywhere you went thousands came 
to listen. You’ve been influential in organizations and 
ministry and preaching.” Even after he retired from 
Westminster Chapel, he would go on these preaching 
tours around England, and thousands and thousands 
would show up. Murray continued, “And now it takes all of 
your energy to get up and sit in the chair for a bit and do 
a bit of editing and then go back to bed. How are you 
coping with that emotionally?”  

And Lloyd-Jones said, “‘Do not rejoice that the demons 
are subject to you in my name. But rejoice that your name 
is written in heaven.’ I am perfectly content.”  

In other words, Martin Lloyd-Jones was not grappling for 
self-justification on the basis of the extensiveness of his 
ministry or how many people were at his last revival. 
That’s not where he got his jollies from. What gave him 
contentment was that he was Christ’s.  

Did you hear Lloyd-Jones quote Luke 10:20?  Martin Llyod-
Jones got it. It didn’t matter all that he did.  It didn’t matter 
how many boxes he checked.  It didn’t matter the amount of 
religious activity he accomplished.  It didn’t matter how many 
thousands of people were at his last revival.  Martin Lloyd-
Jones found no justification in the things God allowed him to 



do.  Where did he find his justification, where was his hope?  In 
Jesus. 

This is the point the here as Jesus talks with this lawyer.  That is 
the point as Jesus rebukes his missionaries who are taking 
pride and feeling justified in all they’ve accomplished in Jesus’ 
name.  That is the point here as Jesus gently rebukes Martha 
for all her anxious doing. 

That is the main takeaway, that it doesn’t matter how hard we 
try, it doesn’t matter what boxes we check, it doesn’t matter 
how many people on the side of the road we help, it doesn’t 
matter how many demons we cast out.  It doesn’t matter how 
many Sunday’s we attend church.  It doesn’t matter how many 
morning devotions we do.   

Non of that secures for us eternal life. None of it.  It’s all on 
Jesus.  That’s the great hope of the Gospel, and that’s what 
Jesus wants us to see here as he is evangelizing this jewish 
lawyer. 

Smack dab in the middle of these events where people are 
doing, doing, doing, doing, revealing their hearts of self-
justification, Jesus rebukes them.   

And Jesus is trying, over and over and over again to get people 
to understand that no matter how hard that you try, no matter 
what they do, no amount of religious activity, no amount of 
anything will earn you eternity, only a relationship with Jesus 
will. 

That why Jesus almost mock’s the lawyer by saying, “28 … “You 
have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

“Go on, do it, live a perfect life, I dare you.” 

TULLIAN TCHIVIDJIAN puts so well, he says this about the 
parable of the Good Samaritan: 

Far from telling the story to help us become like The Good 
Samaritan, Jesus tells this story to show us how far from being 
like The Good Samaritan we actually are! Jesus' parable 
destroys our efforts to justify ourselves; … In destroying our 

http://www.thespiritlife.net/facets/exchanged/71-holistic/holistic-reflection/3957-who-is-the-good-samaritan-by-tullian-tchividjian


self-salvation projects, the story of The Good Samaritan 
destroys us. Jesus brings the hammer of the Law ("Be 
perfect...") down on our self-justifying work. 

The standard for eternal life is perfection, and Jesus knows 
that, and he’s trying to get his followers to stop doing, to stop 
trying to self-justify themselves, and to focus on him, the only 
one who can bring justification. 

Zoom out a little bit more, and look at the broad brush strokes 
of the gospels, and you can see Jesus trying to get people to 
understand that the standard for eternal life is perfection, and 
the only way they will reach perfection is repentance and faith 
in him.   

Think about the sermon on the Mount in Matthew, three 
chapters, the most amount of time Jesus spent teaching in one 
place in the Gospels, and all he does in there is raise the bar on 
perfection. 

Do not murder.  I don’t know any murders here.  But then Jesus 
says, if you’ve been angry with someone, you’ve murdered 
them in your heart.  Guilty. 

Don’t commit adultery.  I don’t know many adulterers. But then 
Jesus says, if you’ve looked at another person lustfully, you’ve 
committed adultery.  Guilty.    

The whole point in the sermon on the mount is Jesus is trying 
to get people to understand, there is absolutely no way we can 
be justified based on our performance.  

We can’t be perfect.  Our performance will come up short 
every-time. 

But there is great hope in that our performance falls short.  We 
should find great hope in the fact that our salvation rests not 
on our performance, but our salvation rests securely on the 
performance of Jesus, and that is secure! 

Maybe you’re here today, and you’re not sure about all this talk 
of Jesus, but you know, deep down in your heart, you know 



that you come up short when it comes to the bar of perfection.  
Let me tell you, I’ve been there, and the answer is Jesus. 

Maybe you’re here today, and you’ve known Jesus for a long 
time. You’ve been part of his Body the Church for a long time. 
And maybe you get caught up in doing all this stuff.  Not bad 
stuff.  But doing all these studies, and attendance, and 
checking all these boxes.  And maybe you’re suffering from 
Gospel Amnesia.  Maybe you’re starting to drift a little bit, 
where you place your hope and trust in all that you can do for 
Jesus.  Maybe you’re starting to feel a little justified even.  Like, 
“Look at me, I’m so holy.”  

Jesus is saying to us his church,  

20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.” 

Church, don’t rejoice in all you’re doing for Jesus.  Hear me out, 
Do stuff for Jesus, just don’t find hope in how many services 
you attend in a week.  Don’t feel justified by how holy you think 
you are because of your performance. 

Rather, rejoice and put your hope and trust in the fact that you 
are known by the Father! 

And I want to end with something I saw this week in the 
passage that I’ve never seen before.  Hear me this isn’t the 
point of the passage, but we can’t help but think about it 
together. 

This passage is all about Jesus trying to get us to see that we 
can’t be perfect and he does this by telling a story about a 
good Samaritan and a conversation with a lawyer.   

Let me ask you this, who is the perfect good samaritan? 

Jesus. 

I want you to think about this. 



Jesus comes along in our lives, when no one else will stop, and 
when no one else can truly heal us.  Jesus comes along and he 
scoops us up, and he carries us.  Jesus doesn’t just put 
bandaids on us for the short term, he pays for everything, he 
covers our whole debt so that we’re not enslaved.  

And Jesus does this for not just for us, but for the world.  For 
other hurting, broken, despised, people, dead in their sins.  

Isn’t that amazing to think about, that Jesus is the perfect 
Good Samaritan to us! 

Reflect on these things today and this week.  And I hope you’ll 
join us Wednesday for our midweek service. 

Let’s pray.


