
Its Not About You 

What a video huh?  Did anyone already get their phones out and start ordering 
that CD from memyselfandI.com? 

Come on, I know there was someone.   

Well, incase you missed it, that was not an actual video, rather it was a parody, 
highlighting the ridiculousness of thinking ‘Its all about me.’ 

And that’s where the title of our message comes from today.  It’s not about 
you.  

Today’s message is a little different for me to preach, as I am used to camping 
on a passage, and preaching from that, but rather today we will be focusing on 
a crucial truth that is very timely for our congregation. 

On a blistery Friday morning, with a Nor-easter storm threatening to delay it, 
January, 20th, 1961, recently minted president John F. Kennedy gave probably 
one of the most famous inaugural address’ to date.  With spirit, and conviction, 
President Kennedy famously said, “And so my fellow Americans, ask not what 
your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country.” To which 
the crowd around him roared and applauded. I actually watched the entire 
inauguration this week, and it was truly inspiring. 

President Kennedy was calling the American People to drop the shackles of 
extreme individualism, and to unify around the needs of a country that needed 
people to band together, to put the the country as a whole first, before their 
needs as individuals. It was a radical call, but it was necessary.  

The American Evangelical Church as it stands today, yes and even Baxter Road 
Bible Church needs a radical call to that today.  The sticky residue of 
consumerism and radical individualism can been seen all over our church and 
our lives, and this isn’t just a problem for millennials, this is a problem for all 
generations of people in the church. 

Christians today, even christians here in these seats care more about 
themselves and what they can get out of the church, than what they can give 
to the church and I’m not talking about money and I’m not talking about these 
walls.  When I say church I am talking about US!  Most of us here care more 
about ourselves than about the group as a whole. 

But who can blame us right?  I mean we have been spoon fed for decades 
from a culture that it’s all about us!  It’s all about us, what we can get, what 
programs are offered, what music is sung, hymns vs contemporary, how I’m 
used in the church, how I feel, etc.    

And when anything, and I truly mean anything, infringes upon that right, we so 
quickly, beat our chest, grabs our bags, and move onto to the next church 

http://memyselfandI.com


down the road that will eventually ‘fail’ us and we are doomed to repeat this 
cycle over and over again if we don’t change the way we think; and the 
paradigms we operate from.     

You could even say, that in this church, we are filled with Spiritual nomads, who 
at the first, second, or third sign of trouble and conflict pack up there things 
and move to the next place.     

And so today, we are going to be looking at the scriptures, to really understand 
what God calls us to as a people here at Baxter Road Bible Church.   

And I‘ve got to be honest hear, this is a hard message to preach, it a hard 
message to hear, and its an even harder message to live out, because if you are 
alive and breathing within your chair here today, I promise you, you struggle 
with this in some form or fashion in your commitment or lack there of here.   

So as we wrestle with the scriptures, and talk, I want to ask you to be open 
minded, to resist the urge to point the fingers at other people and or 
generations and to be willing to be honest with yourself about where you are 
at and no one else.   

Let’s dive right into it. 

The Bible uses many metaphors to describe us as the church, as the People of 
God.   

Scripture call’s us Ambassadors for Jesus.  That we represent him, just as an 
Ambassador does for a country.  We represent Jesus to the world.   

Scripture calls us Members, or Body parts of the ‘Body of Christ’.   Just as a 
human body has many parts that have different functions, we too have have 
different functions within the Body of Christ, but we all come together to form 
collectively the Body of Christ. 

Scripture also calls is the Bride of Christ. 

We are also called collectively the Temple of the Holy Spirit.  

But, the most powerful of metaphor, and really the most binding to one 
another is where the New Testament calls us family. Out of all the metaphors 
that God uses to reference us together in the NT, His references to us as family 
are by far the most pervasive and most important to our lives. 

Let’s start with John 1:12-13: 



12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  1

Essentially this is saying, anyone who has believed in Jesus, God gives the right 
the become Children of God, and these people are children of God not through 
anything of this world, but are children of God through literally being born of 
God. 

This is not a metaphor here, it is literally saying that you and I are born into the 
family of God and called Children of God and we are this because God birthed 
us into this through Jesus.. 

Thats where our first point comes in for today: 

1.  We are family to one another based on the Sacrifice of Christ. 

What we do here together, how we love each-other, how we do conflict with 
each-other, it is not about you.  It is about us, and we are family. 

We aren’t family because it’s a nice idea.  We aren’t family because of anything 
we do.  We aren’t family because I want to sound Hip and Cool and cutting 
edge, we are family because of the sacrifice of Jesus.  And that means 
something. 

But how many of us take that call seriously? 

Anyone here walk out on their kids and family this week because it was hard.  
Like your doing the dishes for the 967th time, and your just like, “i’m out.” 

No, we don’t do that because we’re committed, we understand the gravity of 
our fidelity to our family. 

This is the same commitment and loyalty that God calls us to eachother, here 
yes, at baxter road bible church, I’m saying it, look to your left…look to your 
right…these are the people that God calls you to as family. 

But, how many have treated their commitment to the family of God like this: 

There’s that dang Hymn again, and that worship leader knows how much I hate 
hymns…I’m out of here. 

There goes that family again, telling so and so what a bad person I am…
goodbye. 

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jn 1:11–13.1
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The greeter didn’t say Hi to me, and no one talked to me after service and I 
even had my pooch lip out, so, c-ya. 

I’m having conflict with leadership, so forget that, i’m leaving. 

This isn’t how we treat our commitment to this body.  And I know my examples 
sound ridiculous, and I trying to use humor to get you to see that as ridiculous 
as these examples sound, we’ve all fallen pray to this type of thinking. I used to 
think like this.  

Our second point for the message today is a tough one, and you’re not going 
to like it, and your going to think it’s not true, but let’s just get the brass tax 
here and understand that as hard as this next point is to hear and accept, I 
promise you it is true. 

2. There is no such thing as a Christian that is not a part of Biblical Community 

Being a part of a local body, being part of biblical community, being a 
committed part of a church isn’t a nice idea, it isn’t something we get to 
choose to do, it isn’t even really a choice….being a part of the Family of God is 
part of the very definition of being a Christian. 

Being a committed part of a local church is a visible expression of an invisible 
reality.   

Being part of a local church is evidence that you are a Christ follower. 

I’ll put it like this, growing up in Chicago and being a bears fan you can bet I 
had bears swag, meaning on any given Sunday, I would wear my bears clothing 
to what?  That’s right, to represent the inward reality of who I was…a Bears 
fan…I bleed blue and orange baby. 

The Bears gear I wear is the visible expression of the inward reality that I am a 
fan of the greatest football teams in the history of the NFL?  Get it.   

So, if you call yourself a Christian, a Christ follower, a disciple, then being a part 
of a local church is the visible expression of your inward reality.   

Mark Dever puts it this way: 

When a person becomes a Christian, he doesn't just join a local church 
because it's a good habit for growing in spiritual maturity (it’s all about 
me). He joins a local church because it's the expression of what Christ 
has made him - a member of the body of Christ. Being united to Christ 
means being united to every Christian. If you have no interest in actually 
committing yourself to an actual group of gospel-believing, Bible-
teaching Christians, you might question whether you belong to the body 
of Christ at all. 



And I know that as Evangelical Christians, we get really nervous about 
statements like the ones I just made, but I am telling you There is no such thing 
as a Christian that is not a part of Biblical Community. 

The idea of a Christian who ‘loves’ Jesus, but isn’t a part of Church is what I like 
to call a Theological Oxymoron, it can’t exist.   

Let’s revisit some examples of oxymorons: 

A wise fool-that’s an oxymoron. 

Soft rock-another 

Freezer burn-freezers can’t burn stuff…we all know that, yet we still use this 
phrase. 

Dark Light-not possible, it’s one or the other. 

Hot ice-ice can’t be hot… 

You get the point here. 

But it’s true, A Christian that is not a part of the local church doesn’t exist.   

I can hear the gears turning in your head from here. 

But let me reassure you, You can’t find one example in scripture of a Christian 
who wasn’t part of the local.  You can’t find one example in church history of 
people who come to Jesus and neglect to meet together.  In fact you find the 
opposite, you find strong language and warnings to not neglect the meeting 
together as believers: 

25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.  

Heb 10:25  2

  
   

You see the Bible has names for people that neglect to meet together as the 
family of Jesus; it calls them the world, it calls them pagans, we call them non-
christians.  

We have to stop thinking of our faith in an individual sense, and understand 
that the very core of who we are as Christian’s means that we are joined to one 
another by the blood of Christ.  

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Heb 10:23–25.2
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Two weeks ago I was sick, so i was drinking nyquil like it was water, and having 
4 kids…insert winey excuse here. 

And as I was driving my two boys to school, i was distracted by my son, and I 
took my eyes off the road, and boom.  Before I could even react, my passenger 
side mirror knocked my neighbors mailbox clean off. I was actually kind of 
impressed 

So i stopped my truck, and did the neighborly thing and left a note with my 
name and number.   

My neighbor called, bought a new mailbox, and I went over to his house to pay 
him for the mailbox and his time.   

And we talked and exchanged pleasantries, and he asked where I worked, I told 
him Baxter, to which he replied he had attended a couple of Sundays, and of 
course my natural question was what, “Oh, great, where do you and your wife 
attend.” 

And I wish you could have seen his face, because as he answered the question, 
and the words came out of his mouth, you could see, that even he, now hearing 
them come out of his mouth, he knew they were ridiculous words.   

What do you think he said to me.  He said, “Ohh, we choose to worship at 
home.” 

But like as he said it, it was like he had eaten a sour piece of candy.  

I didn’t make a big deal of it, and either did he.  I invited him out to attend 
again, and he thanked me.   

You know what he was telling me there.  He was telling me that he doesn’t care 
about following Jesus, because he doesn’t care about Jesus’s family, the 
church.   

When I speak on this subject with people, I often get the question and 
objection: 

“Well you don’t really need to be a part of a local church to be a christian.” 

That is just a hot bag of trash right there.  

Often students try and tell me the same thing only in terms of their romantic 
relationships.  I often get the question from students, “Erik, how far is to far 
with my boyfriend/girlfriend.?”  

And my response to that question is that I think it’s the wrong question to ask? 



If we were to distill that question down, essentially it is asking, “How close can I 
get to the line of sin, but still be ok.” 

Do you see the problem with the question? 

Rather than being concerned with how close we can get to sin, we should be 
focusing on how are actions can glorify the godhead in that relationship.   

And so I relate that same idea to the question and statement, Do I really need 
to be part of a local church to be a christian? 

That is the wrong question.  The answer of course is yes, but maybe, just 
maybe, you’re here this morning and you’re thinking that exact same thing,”I 
don’t really need to be a part of a local body to be a christian?  I mean, it’s 
about me and Jesus (beat your chest). 

But ask yourself this question: 

“What is my attitude toward the local church, and what does that say about 
my commitment to Christ?” 

I think that’s a better and much harder question to answer. 

The New Testament takes our commitment to one another to another level.  1 
John 3:16 says this: 

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brothers. 

How can you lay down your life for other christians if being around them in the 
local church isn’t a priority, or if it’s optional? 

When’s the last time you laid down your life for someone here? 

When’s the last time you even came close to this kind of commitment to your 
fellow brother and sister in Christ?   

That leads us to our third point for today: 

3.  Christians who are committed to the local body grow. (and the flip side of 
that point is) Christians who leave don’t grow. 

I first came on staff at Baxter in 2011, And Pastor Bob told me a story of a 
church that during Christmas time had received a large donation of poinsettias, 
and people in the church decided to put those poinsettias onstage for the 
Christmas season, makes sense right. Put ugly poinsettias on stage.  

But apparently there were people in church that did not like this and so 
because of Poinsettia-gate, a congregational meeting was called, and Bob told 



me that in that congregational meeting one of the elders of the church stood 
up very pointedly and Very sternly declared, “this goes against everything I 
believe in.”  

It was so funny to me because every time Bob told that story, as he would get 
to the end of that line, “this goes against everything I believe in,” and He like 
could barely hold a giddy laugh back.   

Why would he laugh at this? because it’s ridiculous.  And this elder left the 
church because they put poinsettias on the stage.  I’ll say that again, this elder 
left his family, because there were flowers on the the stage. 

But seriously, Do you think that elder loved his family?  Do you think he loved 
his family the church with the same sacrificial love that Christ loves the church? 

Of course he didn’t.  If he did, he might have expressed his disdain for the 
ugliest Christmas flower in history. But he wouldn’t have sacrificed his 
commitment to the family of Jesus on the alter of personal preference.   

Have you done that.   

How many of us here are as guilty as this elder in my story was of sacrificing 
our commitment to our family in Jesus on the altar of personal preference, or 
because we were hurt, or faced conflict, or felt our rights were infringed upon 
in some manner? 

Church, Philippians 2:1-5 says: 

2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy 
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.   3

Would you describe your commitment to this family of believers as having the 
same mind?  Do you look around at the people in this body, and yes even the 
ones here that are hard to love and do you consider them more significant than 
you?  When’s the last time you put the interests of others before your own?   

But for how many of us have had the attitude of: 

Just one more thing I disagree with the leadership and I’m gone. 

One more worship style change, and we’re out of here. 

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Php 2:1–11.3
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One more knife in my back from the church gossip, and we’re headed to the 
church down the road. 

How many of us have that attitude?   

I read a book this week that really challenged this thinking, and rather than 
paraphrase it, I want to just read it.  The book is called When the Church Was a 
Family: Recapturing Jesus' Vision for Authentic Christian Community by 
Joseph Hellerman: 

Spiritual formation occurs primarily in the context of community. People 
who remain connected with their brothers and sisters in the local church 
almost invariably grow in self-understanding, and they mature in their 
ability to relate in healthy ways to God and to their fellow human beings. 
This is especially the case for those courageous Christians who stick it 
out through the often messy process of interpersonal discord and 
conflict resolution.  

Long-term interpersonal relationships are the crucible of genuine 
progress in the Christian life. People who stay also grow. People who 
leave do not grow.  

…There are those who leave to avoid working through uncomfortable or 
painful relations with others in the church family. Running away does 
provide immediate relief from the awkwardness of a hurtful relationship. 
It is the easy way out in the short term, and there are legitimate reasons 
to leave a local church.  

But people who leave to escape the hard work of conflict resolution are 
often destined to repeat the cycle of relational dysfunction with another 
person in another church somewhere else in town. It is a simple but 
profound biblical reality that we both grow and thrive together or we do 
not grow much at all…. 

Why are we seemingly unable to stay in relationships, stay in a 
community, and grow in the interpersonal contexts that God has 
provided for our temporal and eternal well-being? 

Do we have any gardeners in the house?  Right, what happens to a tree, if you 
were to plant it somewhere, but every couple of months uproot that tree and 
plant it somewhere else, and you keep this pattern up.   

Even if you do your best to nourish that tree and take care of it, what would 
that tree fail to do.  

That’s right, that tree would fail to take root, and mature…and it would 
eventually die. 



The same is true for you and I. 

To often for you and I, we treat our commitment to this body as if it were a cup 
of coffee, and when that cup of coffee gets old, or we don’t like the flavor, or it 
burns our mouth, we toss it aside for another cup of coffee.   

I want to end the message with the title.  It’s not about you.  Brothers and 
sisters… the church, is not about you, it is about us, and us looking to Jesus. 

And as often as I see people leave this place for reasons as dumb as 
poinsettias on a stage, being willing to sacrifice their commitment to their 
family on the altar of personal preference…I occasionally get these glimpses of 
what the church can be. 

I get these glimpses of people who sacrifice incredible amounts of time to 
work on each others houses, sometimes weeks on end, with no thought of 
compensation, just a heart to serve and take care of their church family. 

I see people who pray for one another and who are so in-tune to their brothers 
and sisters around them, that they hurt when they hurt, and they laugh when 
they laugh, and they’re just there.   

I get glimpses of people whose commitment is so strong to this place and 
these people, that when they are stabbed in the back by someone, or 
maligned, or just plain hurt, rather than packing their bags and heading for 
another church down the road, they forgive, and they love and they look past 
and they reconcile, not because it is easy, but because it is necessary.   

And I think to myself, what if we collectively loved each other like that.  What if 
collectively we took this call seriously.  What if collectively, we loved, forgave, 
encouraged, and care for each other in the ways we know He’s calling us too, 
what kind of place would this be.  How would God use us to shake Anchorage 
to it’s core.   

I’m committed to that, the staff is committed to that, the elders and their 
families are committed to that.   

And take it from someone who used to function in the body of Christ as if it 
was all about me, that when I realized it’s not about me, and I realized the 
commitment that God was calling me to my fellow brothers and sisters in 
christ, it changed everything.  I’ve grown closer to God in ways I never thought 
possible, and I’ve grown closer to you in ways i never thought possible.   

And I want to implore you today, if your on the fence, and you’re hearing the 
call from God to take this whole family of Jesus thing serisouly, I want to 
encourage you to take the plunge and never look back.  Stay in this place with 
your family, put down your roots, and buckle up for the long hall, because I am 



telling you God is doing something in you and in us and to this community, and 
you aren’t going to want to miss it for anything.  I love you Baxter Road Bible 
Church..


